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their assistants that the customer is always
right because that attitude is good for trade,
but I nourish the hope that hospitals will
never compete with supermarkets in seeking
consumer preference.
Men and women are not simple enough

and human relations are too complex to be
reduced to formulae expressed in percentages.
Many years ago Lord Haldane, in a discus-
sion of the value of the intelligence quotient
derived from the then novel Binet-Simon
tests, asked me whether I thought the activi-
ties and feelings of any human mind could
ever be expressed in terms of shallow arith-
metic. I said no, and remain of the same
opinion.
To be fair, the author, after the challeng-

ing first sentence I have quoted, writes a
number of paragraphs in which with
disarming candour she admits the fallacies
and limitations inherent in the evidence she
has gathered. Nevertheless she holds her
conclusions are relevant to a general evalua-
tion of the hospital service. And, in a way,
they are a contribution. The worst feature
of the service in her opinion is that a
parsimonious Treasury has compelled the
acceptance of poor and out-moded conditions
in many hospitals, and no one will disagree
with that. It is silly, however, to say the
nursing and medical professions have
accepted these conditions in deference to
traditions of charity associated with voluntary
hospitals and Poor Law infirmaries in treat-
ment of the sick poor. Doctors and nurses
(and many laymen) have protested for years
about the crippling lack of finance; few if
any of them are guilty of " attitudes of con-
descension and charity " to their patients, and
most matrons are humane and reconciled to
the sight of comfortable but untidy beds and
patients eatirg. A. P. THOMSON.

Tragedy of an
Anatomist
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London: Oliver and Boyd. 1964.

In 1958 Miss Isobel Rae published The
Strange Story of Dr. 7ames Barry, who
obtained the M.D. of Edinburgh, served as
a surgeon in the Army, rose to the rank of
Inspector-General of Hospitals, and was
found to be a woman only after her death
in 1864. She now makes another valuable
contribution to the history of medicine by
this biography of the unfortunate Robert
Knox, based on prolonged investigation and
new sources of information.

Miss Rae first traces the career of Robert
Knox, M.D. Edinburgh (1793 to 1862),
through his school days at the Edinburgh
High School ; as a medical student at the
University; his time at St. Bartholomew's
Hospital under John Abernethy; his career
as an Army surgeon-he attended the
wounded at Brussels after Waterloo and saw
active service in the Kaffir War in South
Africa ; his studies in Paris, where he was
influenced by Cuvier, Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire,
and De Blainville; as founder and con-
servator of the Museum of Comparative
Anatomy in Surgeons' Hall, Edinburgh, up
to the zenith of his fame as a brilliant extra-
mural lecturer on anatomy to enthusiastic
and overflowing audiences of medical students
in Edinburgh thrice daily. It was the time
of the " Resurrectionists." In addition, the
horrible murders by Burke and Hare were
exposed in 1828, and Dr. Knox was univer-
sally execrated as the venal purchaser of the
victims in order to sustain his claim that he

could always provide his students with sub-
jects for dissection. Knox treated the accusa-
tions with silent contempt. He seems not to
have appreciated the odium he had incurred
unwittingly. In the midst of the popular
excitement he proposed reading a scientific
paper to the Royal Society of Edinburgh and
was only prevented from doing so by the wise
intervention of the president, Sir Walter
Scott. In 1829 an influential committee of
Scottish laymen and doctors exonerated Dr.
Knox and his assistants from all knowledge
of the crimes.

His students were loyal and defended him.
Some of them afterwards became eminent in
their profession, like Sir William Fergusson,
president of the Royal College of Surgeons,
John Goodsir, Henry Lonsdale (Knox's first
biographer), J. Hughes Bennett, and others.
Nevertheless, Knox's career was ruined,
partly because through arrogance and self-
sufficiency he was his own worst enemy. He
migrated to Glasgow, but his teaching was
only appreciated by a few students, including
Benjamin Ward Richardson.

Subsequently Knox went to London, where
he regained some of his reputation. He did
general practice in Hackney, was made an
honorary fellow of the Ethnological Society
of London and honorary curator of its
museum. From 1856 up to his death he
found congenial work as pathologist to the
Cancer Hospital. There is a slight error
on page 150. The writer of the letter about
R. L. Stevenson's fictional tale, The Body
Snatcher, published in 1884, was not Pro-
fessor John Goodsir, who died in 1867.

Robert Knox's brilliant career was clouded
by popular and unreasoning clamour. A
tragic story but worth the retelling in Miss
Rae's well-written and sympathetic biography.

ARTHUR S. MACNALTY.
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