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O’Malley, who also gives accounts of the
physician’s summons to the bedside of Henri
II of France after the king’s fatal head
injury at a tournament, and his attendance on
the illness of Don Carlos.

The Spanish physicians were jealous of
Vesalius,  and he resolved to resume the
chair of anatomy at Padua, which in 1562
was vacant by the death of Fallopio. King
Philip at first would not permit Vesalius to
leave Spain, but, on the plea of a pilgrimage
to Jerusalem, eventually he was allowed
leave of absence. Professor O’Malley shows
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that the story that this pilgrimage was made
because Vesalius had done a necropsy on a
Spanish grandee whose heart was still beat-
ing is without foundation. The pilgrimage
was performed, but on his return journey to
Padua Vesalius died in 1564 on the island
of Zante of a serious illness.

Vesalius will ever be renowned as an ori-
ginal scientific observer who founded modern
anatomy and freed it from the shackles of
hidebound Galenic tradition. This freedom,
however, did not come “in the twinkling of
an eye.” As the author writes in his first
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chapter on “ Pre-Vesalian Anatomy,” others
had paved the way by their discoveries and
“it remained for Vesalius to develop all
these factors to a degree far beyond that of
his predecessors, to correlate them with
remarkable skill, and for the first time to
propose a consistent and genuinely scientific
principle as a guide to anatomical investiga-
tion and study.”

ARTHUR S. MACNALTY.
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