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diseases at University College, London, and
many years before he became physician to
Hanwell Asylum. There was at that time
very little educational material available and
psychiatry was not taught systematically in
English medical schools. Conolly himself
had had little training in psychiatry, though
he had always been deeply interested in the
subject.

The Indications of Insanity illustrates very
well the difficulties of classification before
Kraepelin’s great simplification, but Conolly’s
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leisurely clinical descriptions are delightful to
read, and his frank recognition of problems
which still puzzle us (“. . .in what does
this man’s mind differ from sound mind ? )
would provide a stimulating introduction to
modern texts on psychopathology.

In the final chapter Conolly put forward
suggestions ‘‘ for the better protection and
care of the insane.” These add up, as Dr.
Hunter and Dr. Macalpine point out in their
valuable introduction, to a sketch for a com-
prehensive care service for the severely
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mentally ill. It was clear to Conolly that
most of the patients in any given area should
be treated outside hospital, and he proposed
an active domiciliary service to look after
them. His suggestions concerning the organ-
ization of the mental hospital in a chapter
on “The Present Condition of Lunatic
Houses and Lunatics ” anticipate the later,
and far more significant, book, Trcarment of
the Insane without Mechanical Restrainis,
which is also to be reprinted in this series.
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