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governing bodies of the hospitals. It also
urged that all doctors should have access to
some hospital facilities. Most of these old
controversies are now dead ashes, though
the one last mentioned still burns brightly.
Most voluntary hospitals were chronically
short of money, but contributory schemes,
developed between the wars and on which the
Association made pungent comments, helped
to bridge the gap between income and
expenditure. In 1931 “ the historic con-
flict between the general practitioners and
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the voluntary hospitals . . . was
fanned by the new potential challenge
of the contributory schemes.” Government
payments during the last war, particularly
for keeping beds empty and ready to receive
casualties, helped to fill their coffers, but by
then it was too late, and nationalization when
it came received little open opposition.

A second volume by Mr. Robert Pinker
incorporating statistical studies is promised
and a book on the Metropolitan Asylums
Board by Miss Gwen Ayers is also in hand.
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There are few errors of fact. Sir Bertrand

(later Lord) Dawson is twice referred to as
Dr. “ Bernard Dawson ” and it is stated that
Dr. Addison was the only doctor ever to be
Minister of Health. The late Dr. Walter E.
Elliot held that office from 1937 until 1940.

The book is a valuable study of an im-
portant section of social development and is
fascinating to anyone who has lived through
the years when the ferment of change was at
work. It is highly commended.
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