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are considered-adolescence, psychosomatics,
speech disorders, delinquency, neuropsychi-
atry, psychosis, and subnormality. There
are also chapters on the organization of in-
patient and out-patient units, and a very
practical chapter on adoption.
Though the volume is not intended as a

textbook, most of the important theoretical
and practical aspects of child psychiatry are
dealt with. A good index and generous refer-
ences should make it a standard work, and it
can be warmly recommended to any psychia-
trist, whether working in this field or not,
and to the other members of the child
psychiatry team.

A. W. BEARD.

The Hospital Pharmacy
Report on Symposium on Pharmaceutical
Services in the Modem Hospital. Belfast,
1964. Under chairmanship of Professor
0. L. Wade. (Pp. 32. No price given.)
Belfast: Northern Ireland Hospitals Auth-
ority. 1965.

This report of a symposium, held in Belfast
on 21 October 1964 under the chairmanship
of Professor 0. L. Wade, contains six excel-
lent papers showing the type of service the
pharmacy can and should provide in the
modern hospital. The theme of the meeting
was admirably outlined by the chairman, who
posed nine searching questions showing a
remarkable insight into the hospital
pharmacy's problems and possibilities. In
the subsequent papers many of his questions
were answered, the speakers showing almost
complete agreement on the future role of the
hospital pharmacist.

In the first paper Mr. A. E. Marston,
Group Pharmacist, Queen Elizabeth Hospital,
Birmingham, discussed modem hospital

pharmacy practice. He pointed out the
changes in the type of work of a pharmacy
over the past 20 to 30 years and made a
strong plea for pharmacists to modernize their
outlook. He stressed the importance of intro-
ducing modern methods, such as automation
and prepacking, which enable more technical
assistance to be used, under supervision, for
routine tasks. This frees pharmacists for
more professional work such as quality con-
trol, professional advice, and ward inspection
to ensure the safe handling and correct
storage of drugs.
Mr. H. S. Grainger, Chief Pharmacist,

Westminster Hospital, spoke on hospital
pharmacy organization. He outlined the
principal functions of the hospital pharmacy,
showing how both manufacturing and buying
should be studied to ensure that medicines are
made available to the patient at as low a
cost as possible commensurate with satis-
factory quality. This involves collaboration
with other pharmacists in contract schemes
and accurate costing of preparations made in
the hospital pharmacy, to ensure that manu-
facture is restricted to those on which con-
siderable *savings can be made. Analytical
facilities are necessary to check the quality of
both purchased and manufactured supplies.
Mr. Grainger also stressed the importance of
the advisory and teaching duties of the
pharmacist.

Mr. P. Crees, Chief Pharmacist, Dudley
Road Hospital, Birmingham, enlarged on the
duties and responsibilities of the pharmacist
in the purchase of medical and surgical sup-
plies and outlined the scheme of quality
controls set up in the Birmingham area.

Dr. J. Crooks, Reader in Materia Medica,
University of Aberdeen, spoke on the
pharmaceutical services in relation to the
medical and nursing staffs. His paper was
mainly concerned with a study he and his
colleagues had carried out on medication

errors. They found that many of these
occurred when nurses copied the prescription
from the patient's notes on to a medicine list.
Dr. Crooks described a new type of sheet
designed to eliminate this kind of error. It
would need modification for use in hospitals
in England and Wales, where many prepara-
tions are ordered on prescription from the
pharmacy for individual patients, whereas in
Scotland nearly all drugs are issued as ward
stocks and the actual prescription never
reaches the pharmacy. He recommended that
ward stocks should be placed under the
control of " ward pharmacists," who would
frequently visit the wards and check both
stocks and prescriptions. This is an excellent
idea which many hospital pharmacists would
like to adopt, but it cannot be done until the
present acute shortage of staff is ended.

Mr. 'N. W. Blacow, Group Pharmacist,
United Leeds Hospitals, discussed the future
development of pharmaceutical services and
stressed the need for economical use of
pharmacists' time, which can be ensured by
adopting modern methods of automation and
prepacking. He also made a plea for better
postgraduate education for pharmacists,
especially those to be the chiefs of teaching
hospitals. Dr. H. Davis, Chief Pharmacist
to the Ministry of Health, gave the conclud-
ing paper, which had the same title as the
symposium. In addition to re-emphasizing
many of the points made by the earlier
speakers he referred to the hospital pharmacy
building notes shortly to be issued by the
Pharmaceutical Section of the Ministry, and
to the proposed new comprehensive legisla-
tion for the control of medicines.

Professor Wade summed up the symposium
as "Most interesting and stimulating," and
the report will prove so to those concerned
in the planning of new hospital pharma-
ceutical departments.

T. D. WHITTET.
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