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Drugs for Mental
Disease

Psychopharmacological Agents. Vol. 1.
Edited by Maxwell Gordon. (Pp. 678+xvi;
illustrated. £8 8s.) New York and Lon-
don: Academic Press. 1964.

This book is welcome for the excellent de-
scription which it gives of the development
of some 12 groups of drugs designed for
alleviating mental disease. Its clinical sec-

tions are brief and secondary. The classi-
fication is chemical, and the presentation is
often in terms of synthetic routes, the deter-
mination of structure, and relationships be-
tween chemical structure and a variety of
biological effects. Nevertheless, the informa-
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Turk, D.M., M.R.C.P., M.C.Path., and I. A.
Porter, M.D., M.C.Path. (Pp. 292 + viii.
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Scientific Psychology. Principles and Ap-
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guinea pigs injected with pyrogens and in
humans with acute bacterial infections. By Hans
H. Bassoe. (Pp. 244. 35s.) Oslo: Scandi-
navian University Books. 1965.

A Text-book of Midwifery. For Students and
Practitioners. By R. W. Johnstone, C.B.E.,
M.A., M.D., Hon.LL.D., F.R.C.S.E.,
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+ xvi; illustrated. 50s.) London: Adam and
Charles Black. 1965.
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1965.
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Poynter. (Pp. 30. No price given.) London

Weilcome Historical Medical Library. 1965.
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tion carried is very relevant to readers of
the B.M.7. Almost all the writers are from
major research laboratories in the pharma-
ceutical industry, and their contributions in-
clude much of the reasoning which has con-

ditioned the spending of many millions of

pounds on research in drug development.
It is important to note that these endea-

vours have a chemical or rather a chemo-
therapeutic logic, even though until their
final stages they may lack a clinical
rationale. The example of imipramine, re-

counted here by Hffliger and Burckhardt, is
much to the point. This and related com-

pounds were synthesized by loose analogy
with phenothiazines. Pharmacologically
imipramine was found suitably free from
toxic effects and able to potentiate some
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DM. 30.) Stuttgart: Georg Thieme. 1965.

Joaquin Albarran. By J. Paulis Pages and M. Y.
Monteros-Valdivieso. (Pp. 194. No price
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Oncology and Cancer Research. Maxwell's
International Subject Bibliographies No. 31.
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D.P.H., and J. Kinnaird, M.A., B.L., C.A.,
F.H.A. (Pp. 500 +xv. 42s.) Edinburgh and
London: E. & S. Livingstone. 1965.

A Short Textbook of Haematology. 2nd edition.
By R. B. Thompson, M.D., F.R.C.P. (Pp. 350;
illustrated. 35s.) London: Pitman. 1965.

Modern Problems in Pediatrics. Vol. 9.
Seminar on Hospitalization of Children, Paris,
1963. (Pp. 316+xii. sFr./DM. 60.) New
York: S. Karger. 1965.

Serum Proteins and the Dysproteinemias.
Edited by F. William Sunderman, M.D., Ph.D.,
Sc.D., and F. William Sunderman, jun., M.D.
(Pp. 461 +xii; illustrated. £7 15s.) London:
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.) 1965.
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: 240+xiii; illustrated. 30s.) Manchester: Un

versity Press. 1965.
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depressants, as was chlorpromazine. Clinical
trial in mental illness was judged, however,
to show imipramine's greatest value to be
as an antidepressant. Pharmacological
properties relevant to this action were sub-
sequently noted-for example, antagonism to
reserpine. Description of phenothiazines
themselves is deferred to a second volume
of the present series. This one includes
groups of compounds related to reserpine,
meprobamate, chlordiazepoxide, pipradrol,
benactyzine, benzimidazoles, and mono-
amine oxidase inhibitors. A final chapter
contributed by D. F. Downing describes
psychotomimetic compounds. The book is
admirably indexed.
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1965.

Transactions of the Association of Life
Insurance Medical Directors of America. 73rd
Annual Meeting. Vol. 48. Edited by
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K

Current Research in Leukaemia. Edited by
F. G. J. Hayhoe, M.D. (Pp. 306+xii; illus-
trated. £6.) London: Cambridge University
Press. 1965.
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