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reward must be added the gratitude of the
many who have read past editions or who
will read the present one.
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It is probably a truism that clinical toxi-
cology, unlike Gaul but certainly like the rest
of clinical medicine, is divided into two parts
—diagnosis and treatment. The latter, with
occasional exceptions, resolves itself into the
application of the general principles for deal-
ing with medical emergencies. Proper diag-
nosis, on the other hand, is a much wider
exercise. According to  present-day,
materialistic concepts the world around us
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and within us is composed of a host of
chemicals, and a glance any day at Chemical
Abstracts  affords ample testimohy to the
effect that people in laboratories are busy
synthesizing even more. The problem then
presents itself to the clinician—which of these
are harmful to man, and how and by what
means do they bring about their effects ?
Nobody knows all the answers. What is
more, the subject in itself is liable to division
according to whether the compounds con-
cerned present themselves as drugs, when
therapeutics are involved ; or make their
impact in industry, when they come within
the realm of occupational medicine ; or
appear in the environment, when they are a
feature of public health—and so on. Thus
what the everyday physician needs in order
to become even partially knowledgeable about
the diverse questions that may beset him from
time to time is a compendious yet convenient
book of reference. Professor Moeschlin has
gone a long way in this work to providing
the answer. He has covered an enormous
territory, much of it from first-hand know-
ledge, and when he has turned to others he
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has readily quoted the sources. Any clinician
likely to be confronted with toxicological
problems may well find this text of con-
siderable assistance and support.

If there is any criticism to be made it is
more of form than of content. To begin with,
the translation of a medical text always
presents difficulties, and in this instance a
nagging awkwardness in the change from the
original German to the English of the present
edition unfortunately obtrudes. Next, a cer-
tain amount of condensation and systematic
rearrangement might help to render the con-
tents into a more succinct form. Finally, we
would warn Professor Moeschlin, as he well
knows, that his task is by no means com-
plete. The index which he has compiled for
us in permanent form as a book is in con-
stant need of expansion. Successive editions
will be needed every three or four years.
Personally, I have a weakness for well-made
and well-bound books like this one, but are
they really justified when revisions (and thus
repurchases) at such short intervals are going
to be the rule ?
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