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it has been compiled from human material
obtained by liver puncture. A useful and
fairly comprehensive review of the hepatic
cell against its microscopic and submicro-
scopic background forms an introduction to
the unique contribution of electron-
microscopy to hepatology. Most of the
information concerns the normal cell, but
there are numerous short references to patho-
logical alteration. The author's outlook is
essentially morphological, and no more than a
passing reference is made to functional upsets
that go hand in hand with vitiated structure.
Indeed, his notions on cell function are
antiquated and so immediately post-
Virchowian that one wonders if he has read
any of the exciting and fruitful communica-
tions that are changing the direction of
cellular pathology. Homage to the giants of
the past is right and proper in its own little
niche but it plays no part in a world of
ingenious invention and adventurous thought.
Most of the photographs are clear and easy

to interpret with the help of the adequate
legends attached to each picture. Some are
quite arresting and bear witness to a high level
of technical achievement, but there are others
in which definition is poor and the material
suffers from inadequate fixation or clumsy

microtomy. Such a book is doomed to be out
of date by the time it is published and this is
certainly the case in the lively field of hepatic
investigation. Nevertheless the atlas will
prove to be a good launching stage for the
serious student of electron-microscopy and
could be helpful to the hepatologist. A long
list of references, mainly confined to Con-
tinental and American sources, and a careful
index add to the value of the book.

Roy CAMERON.

Activity of Complement
Complement. Ciba Foundation Symposium.
Edited by G. E. W. Wolbtenholme, O.B.E.,
F.R.C.P., F.I.Biol., and Julie Knight, B.A.
(Pp. 388 + xiii; illustrated. 60s.) London:
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"Complementology," like " clottology," has
the characteristics of a good detective novel-
once taken up it is hard to lay down, the
story has always a new twist, and the student
is impervious to stimuli from the external
world. Hence the ordinary man-in-the-lab.
is apt to go on doing his complement-fixations

in the way Bordet did, and to leave the rest
to the addicts.
He would be foolish to treat this book so

cavalierly. It has an assimilable minimum
of technicalities, but deals mainly with the
role of complement in the protective and
pathological effects of antibodies. One has
long been seeking such a compact discussion
by experts of this aspect of complement
activity-of just how it damages cells,
including nucleated cells, and tissues, and
what is the tie-up with phagocytosis, con-
glutinin, immune adherence, auto-allergic
reactions, and so on. Perhaps the most
elegant chapter is that of Humphrey and
Damashkin on the electron-microscopy of
lysed cells showing all those neat little holes,
like buckshot, while Thorbecke and her colla-
borators on the sites of synthesis of comple-
ment components describe a beautiful appli-
cation of in-vitro labelling techniques.

There is not as much as one would like
on the actual process of disease, though there
are useful chapters by Mollison and by Rosse
and Davie on these lines, and some discus-
sion; but this perhaps reflects our ignorance
and indicates a fruitful line of further clinical
research.

P. G. H. GELL.
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