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Cleft Palate and Speech
Cleft Palate and Speech. 6th edition. By
Muriel E. Morley, D.Sc., F.C.S.T.,
F.A.C.S.T. (Pp. 285 +xx ; illustrated.
30s.) Edinburgh and London: E. & S.
Livingstone. 1966.

Four years have passed since the appearance
of the preceding edition of this book, whose
excellence has established it as a classic in
this very specialized field. Once again Miss
Morley's mastery of the subject is revealed
by the detailed information and the compre-
hensive therapeutic instruction the new edition
contains. It will be welcomed by speech
therapists, junior and senior, all of whom
will find something to learn from its pages.

The genuine understanding of the emotional
as well as the physical problems of all ages
is repeatedly demonstrated, and influences the
recommendations regarding both timing and
method of treatment.

Perhaps the analysis of speech development
in the normal and the cleft child is the high-
light of scientific accomplishment and clinical
observation, giving the reader-surgeon,
orthodontist, and speech therapist alike-the
essential basic knowledge without which none
of them can make maximum contributions
towards giving a cleft child normal speech.
This is the main purpose and value of Miss
Morley's book, and for this reason perhaps
future editions may see further modifications
of the earlier chapters dealing with heredity,

classifications, and surgery. A case could be
made for shortening all three without depriv-
ing the non-surgical reader of basic know-
ledge and interest. For example, the substi-
tution of the story of the development of cleft
palate surgery, which necessarily contains
much which is nowadays never used, by a
concise account of modern surgical and ortho-
dontic principles and their application would
be more useful and save space.

This suggestion, however, does not detract
in any way from the value of the book to all
who struggle to achieve normal speech for
cleft-palate sufferers. They will find it
invaluable.
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