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affects the pathological eye. Laboratory work
in isolation, and particularly in animals, can
advance practical knowledge only within
limits. There has been a recent welcome
return in the study of glaucoma to epi-
demiology and population studies. Never-
theless, a combination of refined measurement
and long-term clinical observations should
yield a valuable harvest eventually. This
study is primarily of methodology, an aspect
which clinicians tend to overlook or take for
granted.

STEPHEN J. H. MILLER.

Disposal Procedures
The Law of Burial, Cremation and
Exhumation. 2nd edition. By M. R. Russell
Davies, Ph.D., LL.M., D.P.A. (Pp. 238 +
lvii. SOs.) London: Shaw. 1965.

This monograph, which includes 20 pages
devoted to a comprehensive index, contains
a wealth of accurate information providing
a comprehensive survey of this section of
the law. Not only is cremation procedure
dealt with in detail but room is found to
cite the authority for a gift for the upkeep
of a bier house in a churchyard as " a good
charitable gift." The law is brought up to
date as at 1 October 1965. It may not be
everyone's choice as a bedside book, but there
is no question that it is a valuable reference
volume for all those who are concerned with,
or are interested in, disposal procedures. Few
problems will not be resolved by recourse to
this volume in the first instance, since the
information required, if it is not in its pages,
will be gleaned from the original sources with
which the book is fully documented.

The text is clear and arranged to give
emphasis to the important. The use of
typography for emphasis is startling at times.
On page 117, for example, the awful sentence
of "imprisonment for life" appears in bold
roman capitals; this could be the fate
of "whosoever shall unlawfully destroy,
deface or injure . . . any register . . . of
deaths or burials . . ." Although these
registers are important documents it is diffi-
cult to equate the prescribed punishment for
their destruction, defacement, or even injury
with that for murder. Perhaps this is yet
another reason why revision and consolidation
of the " diverse and intricate mass of legisla-
tion relating to burials " should no longer be
delayed.
The purchase price is 50s., but for those in

need of prompt aid with problems in this field
it is a good investment.

C. J. POLSON.

Side-effects of Drugs
Side Effects of Drugs. Vol. 5. Edited by
L. Meyler. (Pp. 568 +ix. $12.50.)
Amsterdam: Excerpta Medica Foundation.
1966.

The fifth volume of this work records the
side-effects of drugs as reported in the
medical literature of the world between 1963
and 1965. The material has been derived
directly from original articles published in
Europe, North America, and the British
Commonwealth; the findings recorded in
other countries have been obtained through
the abstractions series of Excerpta Medica.
The size of each new volume of the book
has steadily increased, which reflects the

growing world-wide interest in the iatrogenic
effects of drugs. It is inevitable, as new
information has accumulated during the past
year, that here and there the book is already
a little out of date; thus, the fact that
methyldopa can produce a positive Coombs
test, and occasionally haemolytic anaemia,
is not recorded; and few would now agree
with the statement that " in general nalidixic
acid seems to have been well tolerated and
side-effects are few," though the latter are
relatively minor. The volume is now an
established and important work of reference,
hardly recognizable from the first edition of
it, in which facts were inconsequentially
thrown together in the oddest English with
the most erratic punctuation. The book
illustrates the indispensability of official
approved names for drugs which makes them
capable of universal recognition, without
which such a publication would be virtually
incomprehensible. Each section ends with
an extensive bibliography, and there is an
excellent index. The work is a praiseworthy
and valuable attempt to record the adverse
effects of drugs which occur in practice;
this is very important, for no matter how
careful the preparatory work of the pharma-
cologist in toxicological tests and the clinician
in clinical trials may be, there is ultimately
no substitute in the evaluation of a drug
for years of experience of its use in practice
in great numbers of patients. Though the
book may give a rather unbalanced and
jaundiced view of treatment, as it only dis-
cusses the evils of the therapeutic explosion
and not its benefits, it will continue to be of
the greatest value in helping to determine
whether new symptoms arising in the course
of a disease are due to the malady itself or
to the remedy employed.

DERRICK DUNLOP.
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