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The book ends by a brief statement of the
deficiencies, limits, and prospects of spleno-
portography, and Leger rightly points out
that splenic injection and direct injection into
selected portal radicals are complementary
methods and not opposed to each other.

This is an excellent book and should be
readily available to anyone interested in the
pathological anatomy of the portal tree.

ALAN H. HUNT.

Medical Emergencies
Compendium of Emergencies. 2nd edition.
Edited by H. Gardiner-Hill, M.D., F.R.C.P.
(Pp. 374 + xiii. 60s.) London: Butter-
worth. 1965.

Let me say at once, in view of minor
criticisms which will follow, that this book
is of such importance that no general prac-
titioner, registrar, house-physician, or house-
surgeon should be without it. It is written
by a team of experts. Other experts in
particular fields will find points to criticize.
The delay in producing this review is due
to my asking the opinion of several such
before writing it. Very few criticisms

were forthcoming, and many were due to
minor differences of opinion on which, in
fields wherein I could claim no expertise,
I found it impossible to judge between the
writers and their critics.

I might perhaps enter a plea for the use
of the ergometer in distinguishing between
the paralysis of myasthenia gravis and that
of overtreatment with cholinergic drugs.
The use of angiography after recovery from
strokes is mentioned but perhaps insufficiently
stressed. Some criticism has been made of
the immediate use of glucose in diabetic
coma, but here I side with the authors of
the chapter. I have used something very
like their method for 30 years, and I remem-
ber being called a liar by a distinguished
professor of medicine because I claimed that
only 10% of my patients died. The authors
go further and write, " Hyperglycaemic coma
should never reach a fatal termination."
I would like to see the intravenous use of
hydrocortisone mentioned as an emergency
method of treatment in Addisonian crisis.
The use of thyroid B.P. in myxoedema coma

should go unmentioned in the next edition.
The antithyroid drugs are useless in the
treatment of thyroid crisis, their effects being
too long delayed; and I would like to see

some mention of such things as " the lytic
cocktail " of Laborit and Huguenard,
a criticism of little practical importance in
view of the extreme rarity of this emergency
in these days. It is generally admitted that
neostigmine is useless in thyrotoxic myopathy,
and its mention might be omitted next time.
In the section on agranulocytosis it is sug-
gested that potassium perchlorate is safer
than the thiouracils, but it is not mentioned
that carbimazole is safer than either. The
excellent chapter on the hazards of medical
procedures should be expanded to give far
more information about the unwanted effects
of drugs, and the sound warnings about anti-
coagulant therapy might be still more strongly
stressed. In the chapter on poisoning too
little detail is sometimes given: " Mannitol
diuresis is much easier to set up and use
[than an artificial kidney] and is very
effective," but this statement doesn't help
much.

These are minor and controversial
criticisms. There is one which is neither.
It would be unkind to single out a chapter
or chapters, but in some places the writing
is so slovenly that one wonders how it was
passed as fit for printing.

RAYMOND GREENE.
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