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whether from this country or from the U.S.A.,
come from those who are familiar with Anna
Freud's way of steering the development of
psychoanalytic theory. Along with the
advantages that this brings there are certain
minor disadvantages, in illustration of which
I could take the word "prestage." This
word jars, but nothing can prevent its becom-
ing a word injected into the English language
unless Miss Freud herself can withdraw it
from a key place in her book Normality and
Pathology in Childhood.
An important part of this volume consists

of diagnostic assessments or profiles as they
are called in the Hampstead Child-Therapy
Clinic. These set a pattern which will be
followed by all those who are influenced
by Miss Freud, and newcomers to child
psychiatry will be able to gain from this
systematization introduced into case descrip-
tions. Inevitably any systematization may
be used in place of a more creative personal
approach to a case, but in all these matters
gain has to be weighed against loss.

In the rest of this book there are many

valuable statements, and it would be tedious
to give a list. As an alternative the reviewer
wishes to draw attention to three papers

dealing with the way that blindness affects
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the emotional development of babies and
small children. Dorothy Burlingham's
interest in blind children has thrown light
on the special difficulties encountered by
blind children, and this in turn affects the
assessment of certain details, especially of ego
growth, in the theory of the development of
sighted children. Some of the observations
may seem to be based on common sense, and
one can see how much needed is a common-
sense descriptive account backed by a con-
sistent theory. A child of 4 years 10 months
building a village was pleased on the second
occasion to recognize a church by the steeple,
which he was able to feel. When he found
another object rather like a steeple he ven-

tured to call it a tree, but the teacher told
him it was like a tree in shape but that it
was supposed to be a little man. For a
sighted child of this age this problem would
be quite manageable. For this child, how-
ever, who was blind, the problem before him
was beyond his scope, and he dropped the
object so that it disappeared from his area
of operation. Several of these experiences
made him reach a state of boredom. Along
with this is the reminder that when blind
children seem withdrawn it can easily be that
they are concentrating on working out a
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problem which needs their full attention
because of their blindness, and that those
who care for blind children need to be aware
of this, so that they will not feel a need to
break into something that has a positive value
if the child is able to reach a conclusion.
Humberto Nagera and Alice B. Colonna

compare the development of some blind and
sighted children, and here again the reader
can learn about normal children from learn-
ing what blind children are missing and how
they circumvent their difficulties, needing in
the process a specialized kind of ego support.
If they get this ego support they may develop
like other children, but without it they are
severely handicapped all round. Doris M.
Wills also gives some observations on blind
nursery-school children and the techniques
they employ for understanding the world.
For these contributions alone the specialized
reader will need this book, but many other
aspects of development are dealt with in the
25 papers, so that all the reviewer can do
is to ask those who work with children to
look at the table of contents of this volume.
It is very likely that something in the book
will have relevance to the specialty of the
inquirer.
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