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May 1964 under the patronage of the
Campbell Soup Company. Its object,
achieved with outstanding success, was to
bring together some of the leading nutrition-
ists and leading publicists of America, so that
knowledge might be spread, and action taken,
on the pressing problem of feeding the world's
rapidly expanding population.
Each of the six sessions was opened by a

brief introduction by a distinguished chair-
man, after which papers were given by a
number of contributors (usually three) having
allied interests. Another expert then acted
as moderator for a panel discussion. Topics
covered a wide range, and were not confined
to the technicalities of nutrition. Thus R. R.
Revelle gave a fascinating and well-illustrated
account of irrigation schemes based on the
damming of the Indus in Pakistan. P. M.
Wagner, until recently editor of the Baltimore
Sun, spoke on "Food as a Ritual," and
recounted the conversation at a drinking
party in ancient Greece at which Agathon
entertained Plato. G. L. Mehren discussed

" Geography, Geopolitics, and World Nutri-
tion," and pointed out that the daily intake
of animal protein per head in the U.S.A. is
ten times higher than in India or China.
The late Henry R. Luce, founder of the

magazine Time, took up most of the opening
session with a paper on " The Challenge of
the Future, an Overview." The hungry
masses of the world were contrasted with
" a well-fed elite who have lost their way."
He urged the need of a return of reverence
to his country, and recalled the humble
" grace before meals " in horse-and-buggy
days. C. G. King, now President of the
International Union of Nutrition Sciences,
dealt with " Growth and Development," and
stressed the great danger of malnutrition
during the preschool period. Grace A.
Goldsmith, in a paper on " Activity, Climate,
and Food " reviewed requirements for various
nutrients. In a contribution on " Food Lipids
and Ageing Processes " A. L. Tappel raised
hopes that the human life span may eventu-
ally be doubled, doubtless at the expense of

a still greater strain on world food supplies,
by attention to the adequate provision of anti-
oxidants in the diet.
A minor slip appears to occur on page 171,

in Grace Goldsmith's excellent paper, where
assessments of vitamin A requirements are
given per head which would be about correct
for per kg. body weight. Another contributor
refers on page 228 to " tortilla " yeast being
a component of the relief food Incaparina
when " torula " yeast is probably meant. The
name Sebrell is spelt in some places with an
additional " e," which may at first give the
impression that another person is involved.
Apart from such trivialities the book can be
warmly recommended. The inclusion of
adequate author and subject indices will
increase its usefulness as a work of reference.
Its main value, however, will not be as a
textbook but as a thought-provoking con-
tribution towards the solving of a problem
of vital importance for the future of mankind.

T. MOORE.
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