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uniformly presented description of the pro-
gress which has been made with the tech-
niques at present available.

ROBERT PORTER.

The Midwife and
the Witch

The Midwife and the Witch. By Thomas
Rogers Forbes. (Pp. 196+x ; illustrated.
48s.) London: Yale University Press. 1966.

Under this attractive title Dr. Thomas Forbes,
who is professor of anatomy and associate
dean of Yale University School of Medicine,
has gathered together the fruits of researches
which have spread over a number of years
into medical folklore and superstitions, and
especially those concerning reproduction and
obstetrics. The result is a series of essays,
attractively written and packed with informa-

tion, on such topics as hermaphroditism and
sex reversal, pregnancy and fertility tests, sex
prediction, the folklore of childbirth-with a
separate chapter devoted to the caul (" the
veil of good fortune ")-on the midwife and
the witch, and early English midwives.

While the popular journalist seeking out-
of-the-way material for his Sunday supple-
ments may welcome this as treasure trove,
the scientific doctor of today might think it
beneath his notice. He would be wrong to
dismiss it, however. As the author writes in
his preface, " We are all still believers ; the
difference lies in what we believe, and why."
In a most valuable list of some 700 references
it is salutary to note the number and status
of the purely medical references from which
Dr. Forbes has quoted the most bizarre ideas.
Even this bibliography is not complete, for
Dr. Forbes has collected his material mostly
from the classics and from the British,
French, and German literature.

Although the veils are now all but removed
from the mystery of sex, the author empha-

sizes that for countless ages it has remained
one of the most powerful and inexhaustible
sources of magic and superstition. And when
scientific " explanations " came to replace the
folklore that was cherished by the credulous
much of the explanation still remained specu-
lation. We have had to wait for 1966 to see
published an account of an " objective scien-
tific study " of the most intimate personal
experience in the life of any human being.'
It will be interesting to see whether this work,
reviewed at length in a monthly magazine
for the general reader, gives rise to a new
type of folklore, and whether Dr. Forbes will
spot it quickly enough to incorporate it in
the second edition of a book which will
undoubtedly appeal to many kinds of reader.

F. N. L. POYNTER.
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