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medical approach to its treatment of the
various aspects of the subject. In spite of
this the contributors have avoided the over-
simplification which is the trap ever open to
those presenting scientific fundamentals to
clinical people. Where an understanding of
the subject demands it mathematical argu-
ments are freely used, and the reader needs
to be familiar with the simpler conventions
of the differential and the integral calculus
and to a small extent with probability theory
if he is to make full use of the matter here
so clearly presented. Indeed, the principles
of nuclear medicine can hardly be discussed
at all without recourse to mathematical
formalism,

There is added interest in the attention
paid to historical perspective, but the book
is in general commendably up to date. It is
a joy to see the electron probability cloud
model of the atom at last displacing the
model which depicts electrons circling the
nucleus in discrete orbits. In spite of this
modern approach the contributors have not
lost sight of the possibility that many of their
readers may find the subject unfamiliar, and
they have provided numerous admirably
clear diagrams to illustrate abstruse concepts.
This clarity is maintained as specific topics
are introduced. The section dealing with the
physical principles of scanning leans heavily
upon a succession of clear diagrams when
explaining the various forms of imaging
device. The same remarks may be made
about the following section on whole-body
counting, where the alternative systems avail-
able for this purpose are clearly surveyed.

In such a comprehensive text it is easy
to find that this or that example has been
omitted or the work of this or that investi-
gator has been ignored. It would be tiresome
to enumerate instances, but the reader inter-
ested in radioisotope renography will at once
observe that this topic is left largely as it
was five or six years ago ; the treatment is
here quite out of date. He who would dip
into the book for selected topics should be
warned that what he seeks may not be all
in the expected place. For example, the
section dealing with vitamin-Bjs absorption
does not mention the assay of Bi blood levels
by saturation analysis, although this is
referred to elsewhere ; the section where acti-
vation analysis is explained makes no men-
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tion of whole-body activation analysis, but
reference to this is to be found among the
examples of the uses to which whole-body
counters are put.

Every chapter has appended a long and
useful list of references. Many tables of
important data are collected in an appendix,
and recipes for the carrying out of common
nuclear medicine procedures are gathered in
a final chapter. The index is sufficient, This
is the book for any medical man assuming
responsibility for clinical isotope work. The
man new to the field will refer to it daily ;
the experienced man as often as he wants a
reminder of a less familiar procedure or a
résumé before referring to original papers ;
and the postgraduate teacher will find it
immensely useful in preparing lectures.

E. S. WiLLiAMS.
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In this book the authors provide us with a
radiological atlas to supplement the Beeson
and McDermott Textbook of Medicine.
There are over 2,000 illustrations of excellent
quality, very well chosen, depicting the salient
radiological findings in the various medical
conditions discussed in the medical text.

The arrangement of the atlas follows very
closely the layout of the Textbook of
Medicine. The radiological findings are
classified under individual diseases and do
not follow a standard anatomical arrange-
ment. This unusual way of presenting the
material may make it difficult for the student
of radiology to follow the atlas without rer.i-
ing the textbook at the same time. The
individual illustrations are very well anno-
tated, but detailed information in the text
has been limited, probably intentionally,
making the point that this atlas must be
considered as a complement to the Beeson
and McDermott book.
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Great credit goes to the authors and pub-
lishers for the care with which the illustra-
tions have been chosen. What the authors
have set out to do they have achieved admir-
ably. This is a most valuable addition to
clinical radiology, and should be obtained by
everyone interested in this field.
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Compared with the attention paid to medi-
cine and surgery the history of midwifery
has been relatively neglected, for with the
exception of Cutter and Viet’s Short History
of Midwifery (1964) there has been no recent
up-to-date volume on the subject. Mile-
stones in Midwifery should therefore be wel-
comed, for it contains an interesting story
written in a pleasing style and full of valu-
able information. The author has gone back
to original sources, and has inserted many
extracts from them at the end of each chapter.
As Dr. David Brown states in his foreword :
“ The detailed description of the methods...
are not only a pleasure to read but are also
of enormous postgraduate importance.”

Many interesting but out-of-the-way facts
will be found in these pages—for example,
we are told that on page 71 by whom and
when the sounds of the foetal heart were
first heard in a pregnant woman, and also
the name of the man who first recognized
the significance of these sounds. In a short
epilogue the author reviews the great advances
that have taken place during this century—
life-saving advances that can only be fully
realized by those who filled obstetric posts
more than 60 years ago (as I did).

Everyone who intends to practise mid-
wifery would be well advised to read and
re-read this little book, in which it is shown
how the truth about childbirth was discovered
by the painful process of trial and error, by
close observation and long experience.
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