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affectionate title of foster parent, and the
latter in the elaborate supervision by which
his conduct is watched and reported on to
the Guardians.” This passage which was
written in 1874 in “ Children under the
Poor Law ” is quoted by Rosemary Dinnage
and M. L. Kellmer Pringle as a point in their
argument that love and money may be recog-
nized as basic human motivations, but foster
parents are not assured of receiving much of
either for their trouble. Perhaps difficulties
which arise in fostering are less the fault of
human nature than of our social arrange-
ments.  “ There are wide, even bizarre,
variations in the number of children in care
in different areas and this applies particu-
larly to foster home care; in this country
the percentage being fostered ranges from
18 to 95% » (Home Office, February 1967).

The economic aspect may be important in
determining the extent of the use of fostering.
The average cost of this form of care per
week is £2 6s. 9d., which compares with
£12 3s. 3d. for the child in a “ children’s
home.” Could this be one reason why less
children are fostered than might be the case ?
The authors raise this question among others
as a matter for research, and even on the
evidence available it seems reasonable to
suppose that a better job might be done if a
little more were paid for it. They suggest
that it may be a mistake to think that love
and money are mutually exclusive. They
recommend consideration of making fostering
a recognized and adequately paid job.

This text is a valuable review of the
limited information available on fostering.
Although foster care is less emotionally
tinged than adoption and although rather
more hard figures are to hand, there is still
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a great deal of vagueness on the subject and
there are many common fallacies. In
Britain there are 32,000 children in foster
homes compared with 20,000 who are adop-
ted annually. So that some third of the
children in care are adopted while about
half live in foster homes. Both in the
U.S.A. and in Britain fostering has become
the most commonly used form of care for
those children whose families cannot look
after them temporarily, or in some cases
permanently, but in America the change has
gone further, since there some 200,000 chil-
dren live in foster homes, about two-thirds
of the total number under care.

The facts which the authors quote reveal
a disquieting situation. Perhaps some of the
children who are fostered might be better
adopted. Perhaps more foster parents could
be attracted if some of the skill spent on
advertising soap or cigarettes was used for
devising the right kind of appeal. There is
a very high proportion of rejection of would-
be foster parents. In one instance in Devon
only 25 homes were found from 140 replies
and in New York only 15% were accepted,
but the criteria used for selection or rejection
are inconsistent.

Residental Child Care, by the same authers,
is a companion to Foster Home Care, and is
part of an ambitious project of studies in child
development emanating from the National
Bureau for Co-operation in Child Care.
Rosemary Dinnage and M. L. Kellmer
Pringle point out at once that the basic social
considerations which would reduce the inci-
dence of children living in residential care—
better housing, family allowances, allowances
for single parents, and a more generous policy
to the less well off—are outside the scope of
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their review. They draw attention, however,
to a number of shortcomings in the present
arrangements. In particular they stress the
low esteem in which the work of residential
child care is held, the rapid turnover of staff,
limited standards of training, poor staff ratio,
the shortage of child care officers, the rapid
turnover in their ranks also, the extent to
which they are overworked, and the large
amount of their time which they devote to
routine office work and travelling.

The authors attempt to set Bowlby’s
writings and the controversy in regard to
child care in its proper historical perspective.
They emphasize that “ scientific ” theories of
child rearing held earlier in this century with
their emphasis on physical hygiene and
routine arose from a reaction to the standards
of the last century with its appalling child
mortality and morbidity. They mention that
there was no research documenting the ill
effects of loneliness as there was connecting
disease with poor hygiene. In consequence
they suggest that segregation into appropriate
groups was seen as the most efficient way of
caring for the needy, the sick in hospitals,
and parentless children in large institutions.
They summarize the consequences of this
policy as intellectual, emotional, and charac-
ter impoverishment. They point to the high
degree of unanimity in the studies quoted,
though there is some evidence which needs to
be supplemented concerning the benefits
deriving from better quality of residential
care. A large part of both volumes is made
up of summaries of research contributions
culled from the literature and should be
valuable to all of those interested in child
care.
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