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characteristics. A chapter on tumour-forming
viruses is included and possibilities of virus
chemotherapy are sketched out.

The text is excellently set out and printed,
and therefore a pleasure to read. Yet it is
difficult to recommend Dr. Cohen’s book to
all medical readers. Much will depend on
the policy and prejudices of the reader.
Some will reject much of the technical
matter as unwanted in a present-day medical
course ; others will resent the absence of bio-
logical argument and discussion ; yet others
will find that this straightforward book fits
their bill of fare for medical classes.

K. B. FRASER.
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nations of the British Commonwealth during
the 1939-45 war. Some 20 volumes have
appeared in the United Kingdom series.
With the exception of the statistical volume
now in manuscript, this book represents the
completion of a gigantic co-ordinated editorial
effort under the late Sir Arthur MacNalty,
the  editor-in-chief. =~ He himself wrote a
substantial portion of this book, which is
an epitome of all the others published by the
British Government and by the Governments
of Australia, Canada, India, and New
Zealand. It claims to set forth the main
lessons to be learned from that war, and
suggests that in later wars with new weapons
many of these lessons will not be out of
date.

In the introduction Lord Portal points out
that in no previous war were the whole
resources of the nation brought to bear on
achieving victory. He believes that the
greatest practical advances in medicine were
in the control of malaria and in the produc-
tion of antibiotics. Malaria infection was
kept in check among the Allied troops even
in hyperendemic areas where otherwise disease
instead of force of arms might have been
decisive.  Professor Crew maintains that
vaccination and inoculation have become the
means whereby man can be equipped with
new biological qualities enabling him to
flourish in strange ecological systems. The
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great part played by blood transfusion both
on the home front and in the field is em-
phasized, as is the major role of psychiatry
and psychology in personnel selection and,
close to the front line, in dealing with
psychiatric trauma. Gregg, of the Rocke-
feller Foundation, noted that * the greatest
unpleasant surprise of the war for medical
men was the importance of psychiatry and
psychology so greatly neglected in the past.”

Some authorities claim that the most
economical and efficient use of medical
resources is rendered impossible by the
division of the defence medical services into
three. In every theatre there should be one
head of medical services. The suggestion is
made that in future consultants and general-
duty medical officers should be obtained from
civil sources, and that the medical officers
of the regular armed Forces should consist

of a “core” of experts highly trained
in logistics, administration, and military
planning.

Even if one accepts the Hegelian view that
peoples and governments have never learned
anything from history or acted according to
its lessons, this volume, the distillate of the
experience of many nations, is well worthy
of study and is a great credit to its
editor-in-chief.
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