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tat iw.mbnd odicer in charge of a dispensary disict is permitted to
Iwve-aimbstisate, aelss for a limited time, nor unless such substitute be
5nllqualified to the: satisfaction of the DispensaLry Committee and
withthhesaziction of the Local. Government Board'. At the meeting
of *thd Council in June last, Sir Doinic¢ again commented on the em-
pleyment of unqualified assistants, in England, and asserted that one
could not take up a numbgr of a medical journal without seeing numer-
ous' advertisements from uinqualified assistants seeking employment, as
well as from employers seeking such assistants.
That unqualified asdistants -are pretty generally employed to attend

the sick poor, cannot.,be doubted by anyone who is in the least degree
conversant with the arrangements existing in England and, Wales for
medical relief. We ourselves heard a statement made by Dr. Joseph
Rogers on the occasion, of a deputation waiting on Mr. Cross
from the Medical Defence Association last spring, " that, to such an
extent was the practice caried, if the regulation of the Local Govern-
mtnt Board, which enjoined personal attendance by the medical officer
on the sick poor, were rigidly carried out, the administration of medical
relief throughout England and Wales would inevitably break down".

C. H, draws attention to Section 98 of the Poor-law Act, which
enacts," that, in case any person shall wilfully neglect or disobey any

'of, the rules, orders, or regulations of the said commissioners (now
Lcal,Governlnent Board), such person shall, upon conviction, forfeit
and pay fot the first offence any sum not exceeding five pounds; for
thee:s,econd offence, any sum ,not exceeding twenty pounds nor lesg than
five pounds; and, in the event of such person being convicted a third
time, such third and every subsequent offence shall be deemed a mis-
demeanour, and such offender shall be liable to be indicted for the
same offence, and shall, on conviction, pay such fine, not being less
than twenty pounds, and suffer sueh imprisonment with or without hard
labour as may be awarded against him". Seeing that, by the orders of
Local Government Board, "every medical officer shall be bound to
visit and attend personally, as far as inay be practicable, the poor per-
sons entrusted to his care, and shall be responsible for the attendance
on them", it is obvious that the continuous employment of an unqualified
assistant:to attend the sick poor of the medical officer's district brings
such officer within the category of one who both wilfully neglects and
dis6beys the regulations of the Central Board, and such officer is liable
to be proceeded against, and, one would imagine, would certainly be
convicted. Practically,. however, relieving officers, boards of guardians,
and Poor-law inspectors, though thoroughly aware that the regulation
oi this head is pretty generally disregarded, never interfere, unless
somercandal has arisen consequent on the employment of an unqualified
person, and then, if the medical officer be fairly popular with his
board, he is quietly let down with a caution; their inaction on this
head arising from the consciousness that, if the regulation were strictly
enforced,-the administration of district medical relief on its present
basis& would, in large measure, collapse, for the reason that the in-
creased outlay required to secure qualified assistance could not be re-
couped from the present stipends; indeed, we much doubt whether
such a large extension of qualified assistance would be procurable.
That the existing practice is very frequently attended by evil conse-
quences is most probably correct, and that it will become more so is
pretty evident to all those who have had the opportunity of observing
what has taken place in the training of young medical mien and of the
class from which assistants are derived during the last twenty years, and
notably during the last ten; thus formerly young aspirants for medical
employment were submitted to a more or less lengthened routine of
observation in the surgery and in the general practice of some country
medical hman. Now and for some time past, a youth leaves school and
goes direct to a hospital, where small opportunities exist of obtaining
that varied experience necessary to the successful working of general
practice.

Whilst agreeing, in the main, with Sir Dominic Corrigan and C. H.
on the baneful consequences which too frequently ensue from the em-
ployment of uinqualified assistants in the treatment of the sick, whether
of the pauper class or of those immediately above them in the social
scale, we are by no means disposed to go the length of putting a com-
plete veto on these gentlemen's services. We have had in our expe-
rience an opportunity of testing the professional capacity of the qualified
and the unqualified, and we have frequently found the latter quite as
capable of diagnosing and treating disease as the former, and in several
instances even better. What we would, therefore, suggest is, that some
fQrnm of test should be introduced, say at the instance of the General
iMedical Council, whereby the knowledge of the assistant class could
be ascertained, and some certificate given that the aspirant was fitted to
dealwith teI milder forms of disease, and sufficiently advanced in his
geni,4 knowledge of medicine as to be capable of informing his em-
plQyer tbat this or that case of disease needed his more mature judg-

went to tieat. In a word, if the Pbo*Iai*xBowrdY insist on a test
for theatsistant class, as it has a righg to do, then-w thiink that .there
should be a recognised public 'test, and thit a class. corrsponding to
the efiiers deisantd of France should be creatid for the purpose. This,
indeed, almost necessarily follows from the increasing steng'th of medi-
cal examination tests, and the prosecution 6f prescribing druggists.
There are some other points raised' in C.. H.'s pamphlet.upon: which

we feel it our duty briefly to comment, ajid one is the unfairness with
wvich the existing absence of enforcement of the' regulations presses on
the conscientious medical man, and notably upon him who has a large
workhouse under his charge. The former feels that he would not be jus-
tified in employing other than legally qualified persons to assist him; the
latter must employ a legally qualified persqn,'whether he be so minded
or not; and why? Because, if he do not vilit the- infirma-r himself, the
name of whoever he sends is entered in the porter's book, and can be
at all times made available as evidence against him 'whilst, on the
other hand, his mnore fortunately situated district colleague can send his
assistant to visit the pauper sick without'any opportunity being afforded
of its being oftcially known whether such assistant is qualified or not,
or whether such visit has been made by the principal or his assistant.

SELECTIONS FROM JO:URNALS,
SURGERY.

FIFTY-TWO SUCCESSFUL CASES OF LITHOTOMY.-Dr. Alan P.
Smith of Maryland reports that he has performed lithotomy fifty-two
times, and, in each instance, without a fatal issue. Of these, sixteen
were below five years of age, thirteen between five and ten years,
eleven between ten and twenty years, five between twenty and forty,
and seven between forty and seventy-five; four were below two years,
and one was only twenty-one months old. Of the whole number,
there were only two negroes-the youngest and the oldest. In every
case but six, the operation was performed with the lithotome of his
father, the late Nathan R. Smith. The cases were not selected; in
fact, Dr. Smith operated whenever the opportunity offered, with one
exception, when the patient was brought moribund into the hospital.
Certain rules have always been observed, which he thinks may have
had some influence in determining the result. He never operates
when the barometer is low, but waits until the weather is bright and
clear. During the first twenty-four hours he sees the patient at suit-
able intervals, and introduces the gum catheter if the urine do not
pass off freely through the cut. This he finds rarely necessary in
young subjects, while adults usually have retention for that period of
time. He makes a very free incision through the skin and subcutaneous
connective tissue, so that there shall be no pocket in which blood, pus,
or urine, may collect. After the operation, he applies carbolised oil
to the wound freely. Most of the success he attributes, however, to
the use of the instrument conceived by his father.--Transaclions of
the Medical aud Chirurgical Facxlty of Maryland, 1878; quoted in
the New York Medical Yournal. .;

THERAPEUTICS.
DEATHS FROM HYPODERMIC USE OF MORPHIA.-In the Chicago

Medical Yournal for May I878, Dr. Inglis gives the results of his in-
quiries as to the effect of the hypodermic-use of morphia. He sent out
circulars on the subject. In thirty-four oat of fifty-five cases, there
were no unpleasant results. In fifteen the consequences were un-
pleasant; and in the seven fatal cases, in all except one the ordinary
dose had not been exceeded. In one case, two doses of one-third of
a grain were given, with an interval of four hours between the doses;
death ensued six hours after second dose. In another, a case of scia-
tica, the patient died comatose in five hours after the injection of one-
fourth of a grain. Another fatal case followed from one-fourth of a
grain by mouth, and afterwards the same quantity by syringe.-Glas-
gow Medical _ournal.
CHLORAL AS AN ANAESTHETIC FOR CHILDREN.-Dr. Bouchut

(Gazette des Hdlpitaux) recommends the use of chloral as an ancesthetic
for children. He gives one dose, not exceeding forty-five grains, in
children under three years of age. In half an hour the patient is
asleep, and in an hour insensible. The anesthesia lasts from three to
six hours, and is followed by no unpleasant consequences. Thirty
grains of chloral may be given without danger, Bouchut says, to
children between two and five years of age. These opinions are based
on a large experience during the last nine years.
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of the Liver in Relation to the Secretion of Urea. Dr. Gamgee's
lucid exposition of the various steps which have led physiologists to
regard the liver as by far the most important, if not the sole, organ
concerned in the secretion of urea was listened to with the closest
interest and attention, and may be said to have made quite a sensation
upon his numerous audience.
Two deaths from hydrophobia have somewhat recently occurred at

the Infirmary, the last being that of a middle-aged woman who was
bitten by a stray dog on the nose last Christmas, and who had re-
mained perfectly well to within four days of her death nine months
afterwards. The principal features in the case were the degree of in.
tellectual disturbance, the look of terror, and towards the last the free
salivation. There was dysphagia, but the spasm was not marked.
Dr. James Ross, who has for some time been engaged in investigating
the changes which take place in the cord in tetanus and hydrophobia,
has in one of these cases of hydrophobia discovered the most extra-
ordinary and important pathological state. It would not be right to
anticipate Dr. Ross's observations further than to say that his discovery
-for it amounts to this-promises to mark an era in the pathology of
hydrophobia, and to clear up much that was before obscure. I-e has
been able to trace the changes, which are rather molar than molecular,
right up the lateral columns of the cord to the brain, and wvill doubt-
less shortly make these investigations public.
The open consultations, which I mentioned in a former letter as

having of late been introduced at the Manchester Infirmary, have
proved quite an attraction to medical men; and now, every Thursday,
numbers of practitioners are in the habit of availing themselves of the
opportunity thus afforded of hearing cases of interest discussed coramo
publico by the honorary staff. In this, and indeed in every other
respect, is certainly seen the earnest wish of the hospital staff to render
the teaching of the hospital, both clinical and otherwise, as thorough
and complete as possible.

ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE.
SCIENTIFIC GRANTS OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL

ASSOCIATION.
A MEETING of the Scientific Grants Committee of the British Medical
Association will be held on Tuesday, November 19th, at four o'clock
in the afternoon. Applications for grants should be sent to the
General Secretary, at the office of the Association, i6I, Strand, on or
before Saturday, November 16th.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE BRANCtH.
TiE annual meeting of this Branch will be held, under the presidencyof Dr. Bo.n), at 6.30 P..l., on Tuesday next, November 19th, in theboardroom of the County Infirmary, Gloucestcr.

Business t,/lfe ;'leeting.-i. To elect officers for the ensuing year.
2. To receive the report of Council with regard to the proposedmonthly meetings of the Association.
3. Subject for Discussion: "The Desirability of Combined Action

between the Medical and Architectural Professions for the Advance.
ment of Sanitary Knowledge." By Mr. F. WN. Waller, Architect.
The Supper will be at the Bell Hotel, at hlalf-past eight.

RAYNER W. BATTEN, Honorary S'creaaiy.
Gloucester, November ilth, 1878.

BATIt AND BRISTOL BRANCII.
TIE second meeting of the session will be held at the York house,Bath, on Thursday, December I2th, at 7. 5 P.M.; Dr. IIENSLEY, l're-sident, in the Chair.

R. S. FOWLE.R,
E. C. BOARD, HIonorary Sec;retaries.

Bath, November I1878.

SOUTIH EASTERN BRANCH: NVEST SUSSEX DISTRICT
MEETINGS.

THE next meeting of this District will be held at the Dolphin Hotel,Chichester, on Tuesday, November 26th, at 3 P.Mi.: Dr. BUCKELL inthe Chair.
Any member desirous of reading a paper or narrating cases isrequested to communicate with the Honorary Secretary without delay,

in order that the necessary notice may be given in the circular con-
vening the meeting.
Dinner will be served at 5 P.M., at the usual charge.

WM. J. HARRIS, IJonorary Secretary.
13, Marine Parade, Worthing, November I lth, 1878.

SOUTH EASTERN BRANCIH: EAST SUSSEX DISTRICT.
THE next meeting of the above District will be held on Friday, No-
vember 29th, at the Grand Hotel, Eastbourne, at 3.30 P.M.; Dr.
MUNDIE in the Chair.
Members intending to read cases or make any communication are

requested kindly to inform the Secretary by Wednesday, the 20th in-
stant, in order that they may be inserted in the usual circular.

Dinner will be provided at 5.30 P.M.; charge 6s., exclusive of wine.
THOMAS TROLLOPE, M.D., Honorary Secretary.

9, Maze Hill, St. Leonard's-on-Sea, November I2th, 1878.

STAFFORDSHIRE BRANCH.
Tni. first ordinary meeting of the session will be held at the Railway
Hotel, Stoke-upon-Trent, on Thursday, November 28th, at 4.30 P.M.

VINCENT JACKSON, Wolverhampton. 1 ary Secretaries.J. G. U. WEST, Stoke-upon.Trent.
Wolverhampton, November 13th, 1878.

SOUTH OF IRELAND BRANCH: ANNUAL MEETING.
THE annual general meeting of this Branch was held on October 26th
Dr. J. G. CURTIS, President, in the Chair. After some remarks from
the President, the President-elect, Dr. J. A. EAMES, took the Chair.

The S'crctary and 21reasurer.-Dr. RINGROSE ATKINS, Honorary
Secretary, read the annual report, at the conclusion of which he re-
signed the office of Honorary Secretary, inasmuch as, being at a dis-
tance from Cork, he felt he could not perform the duties efficiently.
Dr. Augustine O'Connor resigned the office of Honorary Treasurer.
A cordial vote of thanks was passed to both gentlemen.

Election of Officers.-The following were elected :-President: T. A.
Eames, M.D. Presidct.elect: D. B. O'Flynn, M.D. (Glanmire).
Council: Ringrose Atkins, M.D.; 1'. Berry, Esq.; J. Cronin, M.D.;
J. E. Currey, MI.D.; J. G. Curtis, MI.D.; D. D. Donovan, Esq.;J. P.
Golding, MA.D.; L. 'T. Griffin, Esq.; C. A. Harvey, M.D.; J. R.
Hayes, M.D.; H. Macnaughton Jones, M.D.; A. O'Connor, M.D.;
R. U. Ronayne, Esq.; E. R. Townsend, M.D.; O. T. Woods, M. B.
honorary S'crctaries: P. J. Cremen, M.D.; T. Gelston Atkins, M. D.
Mefinbs of tle Aranoh.-Dr. MACNAUGIITON JONES proposed, and

Dr. CURTIS seconded-" That the general meetings of the Branch be
held in future quarterly, and that the annual subscription be 2s. 6d."
This was unanimously carried.

It wacs al.o agreed that the members should dine together on the
evening of each general meeting.

After some financial business, the meeting adjourned.

W'EST SOMERSET lRxANCH: AUTUMNAL MEETING.
TuIE aut.Lumnal meeting of this Branch was held at the Railway Hotel,
Taunton, onl Thursday, October 17th, I87S, at 5.15 '.1.; 1F. J. C.
P'ARSONS, Esq., l'resident, in the Chair. Eighteen members andt one
visitor were present.

Discztssion.-The question of the evening was-" Is Typhoid Fever
infectious? and if so, what is the best MAlode of preventing its Spread?
This question was discussed with much animation, considerable interest
being felt in the subject, as evidenced by a much larger attendance of
nenlbers than usual, an(l by several letters from gentlemen who wished
to be present but were unable to come. Dr. Cordwent sent a written
answer, which was read by the Secretary.
To the first part of the question-" Is Typhoid Fever infectious ?-

a decided affirmative answer was given by almost every one; and those
who did not speak positively, gave qualified opinions, to the'effect that
infection mihlt exist under certain favouring conditions.
As to "the best Mode of preventing its Spread"- a belief being

generally expressed that the principal source of infection emanated
from the dejecta of the patient-it was considered that a thorough dis-
infection or destruction of the evacuations directly they were passed
was the first point to be insisted upon in every case; while a strict
observance of tihe best rccognised sanitary measures, especially in rela.
tion to pure air, water, etc., should at the same time be carefully
attended to.
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The meeting had the advantage of hearing the opinion of Mr. Al-
fred Haviland, the Officer of Health for Northamptonshire, who, being
present as a visitor, was invited to give the meeting the benefit of his
arge expenence. He expressed in the strongest terms his belief in the
infectious nature of typhoid, and adduced testimony in proof thereof
from his personal observation. In the course of his remarks, he said that
if medical men would boldly acknowledge their belief in infection, the
public would be more on their guard when the disease occurred; and
it would be well at such times if people were warned against neglect in
slight cases of diarrhoea, which are often mild cases of fever capable of
conveying infection to other persons.
The importance of medical men giving notice to the officer of health

of the district on cases occurring in their practice was generally ac-
knowledged, and the advantage of so doing was forcibly illustrated by
one speaker.

Incidentally to the question underdiscussion, the ongqin of typhoi(d was

touched upon by some of the speakers; and, although confessedly
ignorant of its nature and the poison causing it, they yet quite believed
that under favouring unsanitary conditions the disease might be gene-
rated de novo.

Papers.-The following were read:
I. Notes on Iron in Medicine, by J. Meredith, M.D., Wellington.

Dr. Meredith detailed observations he had made in Demerara and in
Assam, as well as in this country, and read notes of several cases ; the
purport of his paper being to show that, contrary to the usual teaching
in schools and in text-books on materia medica, the administration of
iron, according to his experience, was contraindicated in cases of anie-
mia, etc., but was of the greatest service in many inflammatory dis-
eases, such as rheumatic fever and erysipelas.

2. Some Cases of Puerperal Septicxemia and Erysipelas, by W. J.
Todd, Esq., North Petherton.

3. Notes of two Cases of Rupture of the Uterus, by IT. Alford, EFsq.,
Taunton.

4. A Case of Poisoning by Belladonna successfully treated, by
F. J. C. Parsons, Esq., Bridgwater.
The cordial thanks of the meeting were voted to the readers of the

several papers, each of which was discussed after being read by their
authors and a most successful and pleasant evening was brought to a

close shortly before eleven o'clock.

BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND COUNTIES BRANCH:

ORDINARY MEETING.

TjIE first ordinary meeting of the session 1878-9 was held on October
loth, in the Queen's College, Birmingham. Present: Dr. TIrUITS
of Warwick, Prcsident, in the Chair, and forty-two members and

one visitor.
rVole of Thzaniks go MIr. Sarnp.son Gamtgee.-UtJpon the motion of the

1'RESIDENT, seconded by 'Mr. WATKIN WILLIAMS, it was resolved

WteM,. COn., "That the best thanks of the meeting be hereby tendercd
to Mlr. Sampson Gamgee for the valuable services he has rendered to

Birmingham and the district, during his recent year of office as Presi-

dent of the Branch, in furtherance of the reform of medical charities".

Area M'ed't;rs.-The following members of the Association were

elected members of the liranchi: Dr. Bayley, Stourbridge; Mr. Colin
Campbell, Tamw;orth; Dr. Gibson, Mr. Rutherford, and Mr. WVhite-
head, Birmingham.

Communnications.-i. Mr. Sampson Gamgee showed a 8ayre's Ap-
paratus.

2. Dr. Mfalins showed a specimen of Fibrous Polypus of the Uterus.

3. Dr. Ilickinbotham showed a new Forceps for the removal of an

Ovum, etc.
4. Mr. Vose Solomon read a paper on Gunshot and other Injuries

of the Eye.
5. Dr. Fowler IBodinoton read a paper on Cases of Alcoholic In-

sanity, upon which a discutssion followed, in which Dr. Tibbits, Dr.

Saundby, Mr. Milner AMoore, Mr. Oakes, Dr. Joy, Dr. Russell, Dr.

Carter, and Dr. Johnston shared.

LANCASHIRE AND CIIESIIIRE BRANCH: INTER-

MEIDIATE MIEETING.
AN intermediate meeting of the Lancashire and Cheshire Brancli was

held at the Infirmary, Stockport, on Wednesday, October 30th. Dr.

LESLIE JON4ES of Blackpool presided, and eighty-scven members wvere

present.

Communications.-i. Dr. Gamgee read a paper on the Liver as the

Organ which generates Urea.

2. Dr. Ross gave an account of the Structural Changes occurring in

Cirrhosis of the Liver, and showed a case of Hypertrophic Cirrhosis.

3. Dr. Ball gave the statistics of ten years' Obstetric Practice.

4. Dr. Dacre Fox described a method of treating Sprains by
Pressure.

5. Dlr. Hardie read a paper on the Treatment of Hlip-Disease by
Incision of the Capsule.

Instrunments, Specimrnens, etc.-'Messrs. Wood and Hloldernesse of Man-
chester and MIessrs. Krolhnie and Sesemann of Lonidon exhibited medical

and surgical instruments. 'Mr. Ilawksley showved some new physiolo-
gical and medical instruments. Collections of new drugs, etc., were

displayed by MIessrs. Woolley and Motterhead of Manchester, Kay
and Hlornby of Stockport, and Corbyn and Stacey of London. In

one of the rooms of the Infirmary, Dr. Bird arranged a collec-
tion of microscopic specimens illustrating pathology. Some beau-

tiful sections illustrating the changes in liver-structure in the dif-

ferent forms of cirrhosis were shown by Dr. Ross.

Dintter.-Forty fivc members of the Branch dined together after the

meeting at the George Hotel.

BATII AND BRISTOL BRANCH: ORDINARY

MEETING.

TILE first ordinary meeting of the session was held at the Bristol

Muscum and Library, on Thursday, October 31st; H. HENSLEY,

M.D., President, in the Chair. There were present fifty- six members
and two visitors.

Tute Atntnual Afeetii:g of tke Association.-Dr. IIENSLEY presented
the thanks of the Bath Branch for the kind help given by the Bristol

members during the annual meeting in Bath, and made some most

complimentary remarks with reference to the soirlie at the Colston

Hall on August gth.
Dr. MIARSIALL proposed, Mr. COE seconded, and it was carried

unanimously-" Thlat the thanks of the Bath and Bristol Branch of the

British Medical Association be given to the President and members of

the Bristol Orpheus Glee Society for their kindness in giving a con-

cert at the Colston lIall on the occasion of the annual meeting of the

British Medical Association in Bath."
Mr. DOBSON proposed, Mr. BARTRUNM seconded, and it was carried

unanimously-" That the thanks of the Bath and Bristol Branch of the

British Miedical Association be given to the following gentlemen for

their kindness in contributing in various ways to the success of the

so*-6' held at the Colston Hall on August 9th:-Professor Thompson;
F. J. Fry, Esq.; C. Goodwin, Esq.; Dr. Tilden; W. WV. Stoddart,

Esq.; Dr. G. S. Thompson; G. Riseley, Esq.; Dr. J. G. Swayne;
Dr. B3rittan ; Mrs. Rosa AlUller; E. C. Miiller, Esq.; C. Branwhite,

Esq.; II. Harris, Esq.; J. D. Weston, Esq."
M1r. BJOARD proposed and Dr. BEDDOE seconded a vote of thank! to

Dr. J. G. Swayne for his kindness in writing the Ode of Welcome

sung at the Orpheus Concert on August gth. This was carried by
acclamation.

Action of A?eohol.-Dr. BEDDOE readl a most interesting paper on

the Action and Use of Alcohol in Health and Disease. Dr. SSPENDER
and Dr. DAVEY made remarks on various parts of the paper; and it

was then proposed by Dr. MIARSHALL, seconded by Mr. '\V. M.

CLARKE, and carried unanimously-" That tile discussion be ad-

journed till the next mecting of the Branch".

BORDER COUNTIES BRANCH: AUTUNMNAL MEETING.

TiiE autumnal meeting of this Branch was held in the Board Room of

the Whitehaven and XWest Cumberland Infirmary, on October 25th,

IS7S. In the absence of the Presidenit, Dr. I'ANSoN took the chair,

at one o'clock. Seventeen other members were present.

.P.aM.s.-The following papers were read:

I. Dr. Lockie: On Arsenic as a Blood and Cardiac Tonic.

2. MIr. Skaife: Two Cases of Traumatic Tetanus.

3. Dr. Speirs: Retention of the Placenta.

4. Mlr. T. H. Walker: Rupture of the Colon by a Kick from- a

Horse.

5. M1r. Henley showed a case of Double Congenital Dislocation'of
the Radius.

.Dinnbr.-The members and their friends afterwards dined together;
Dr. I'Anson in the chair, Dr. Henry in the vice-chair.
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,to,btilate: tat be should hei ,prdedwitkaf dit
regiul.at.l accomn daioni-ithingswidely:eiffdwdteit-

the -minor recQmwendations'of-£the Gosmittee, it: sems only
necessary to speak in terms -of.gneracX aUdtatia,,W teding for
kewost part in-the rightdirectio6.,-; ,:irwI, :'i 1
Referring to the qseatioai of'retirW,kb laiaise i papagraph T3' of

your sumnmary,j it -mayr be.bservedthabt e ,t- apt
p-ear to attach Jess importance4tb the ctueioniofi im ivekxnk thanwthe
authcrities seem to suppose. It is obvious that ail'n&Mtary'officers
must have. some rank -given tb .iusr itfis aniSestii desirabler that
the pcsition gzanted to snedici1iedcer=islhaudteibeon&_worthytof their
profession and. the impoirtai eof. khirXduies.; htb, in. practice, high
relative rank confers but little benefit on its holders, except in the par-
ticular instance of the allotment-of cabins aboard ship, whilst it is
known to be a prolific, source:ofiitation to combatant officers.. It
might be prudent- therfore, - to deprecate ftirther changes ,in this
direction.
The subject .f tibheiforeign service roster is one. of much-bdeicacy.

Some discretion must -be allowel the head of the depaxtment in-the
ce of- ntritorio6Au officers-advancing in age and -shaken in health, who
have had-mmh foreiglsermvice,- anid whose services& might-be lost to the
public if co*pt1led to returm to the tropics. But, in the interests- of
isftie all: iatinces ofd the. employment of this discretionry power
wgtI 'well be made' the subject of; a memorandumx for. circulixtion
smong all wbose names are borne on the: roster, setting forth the date
on.wbich the officer concerned returned from-foreign service, 'and the
special circumstance which led-to his retention on the home establish-
ment. Any suspicion. of unfairness in a matter wbich is absolutely one
of life and death is felt to be intolerablk4 and:a bedief uadoubtedly pre.
veils that the names of certain officers are- not placed on the roster at
aI, for reasons which cannot ibeiascertained.
No particular hardship wouldrseem to. beinvolved in the stipulation

that medical.officers who makretire before: the age of fifty-five should
be held liable to serve on,declated n-ational emergency, provided that,
in' the case of an officer's health unfitting him for active-or any foreign
service, le might, on' the recommendation of. a medical board,, be per-
mitted to serve only at home.
Without entering upou other matters which. suggest themselves, it.

may be remarked, in: conclusion, that the propositin,'of your corre-
WpondentA. M.. 1). toaboish- the office; of direct6r-gefieral-atid place
the department .undena, ilitary head, would-be a deplorable confession
of weaknes and incometere on; the part of our service. The com-
missariat, the. pay, anaL the chaplains' departments of the army are each
presided over by members of these various bodies;- ethe- officers of
tie AmpmMedical Department so incompetent or so unreliable that not
one of -them can- be trusted to guide the destinies of his own' corps ?-I
am, Sire your obedient servant, A SENIOR OFFICER.

THE TRAINING OF ARMY SURGEONS.
SIiR,-I am sure those who speak slightingly of the training of army

surgeons at Netley, as well as of'the entrance competitive examination,
cannot te aware of the amount of good which is derived therefrom.
As one who bas passed through the ordeal, I can only add that it
proved of great benefit to myself. The only fault I had to find was
that the course at Netley was far too short for candidates to go tho-
roughly through all tbe subjects, and I am sure many other army
medical cfficers can corroborate my statement. If residence at Netley
were double what it is at present, it would, to my mind, be only suf-
ficient to accomplish the whole range of subjects taught, especially
hygiene; it would then give more time for the practical course. The
subjects taught in the school are quite foreign to the majority of the
candidates; and surely it is -necessary that the young army surgeon,
having to serve in all' parts of the globe, should enter on his ,duties
with at least an insight into tropical diseases and their prevention, and
be able " to advise the authorities in all matters affecting the. health
of troops, whether as regards garrisons, stations, camps, and barracks,
or diet, clothirwg, drill, duties, or exercises".-I am, sir, yours respect-
fully, HABBERLEY.

THE LATE DR. HEAS.-At a meeting of the Clonakilty Town Com-
missioners held last week, it-was unanimously agreed that all business
should be postponed until next mneeting, in consequence of the. la-
'mented death of their late member, Dr. Patrick Lluas.. The following
resolution was adopted in reference to the deceased: "That we cannot
but express our unfeigned sorrow at the presaauwe; demise of our fellow
commissioner, Dr. P. ,ea and that we convey, to. his,bek.r.vegdwidow
our heartfeltsympatb4 zms condolence on this melancho3y oecasIn. "-.

MEDAAL N-IEW -;
UNIV RExa.Y.OF.L0E N,-The fopllowing is aJist of t1) candidates

who have pa4stVthd tecent second -M.B. exaintxtion.,

Blake.Wdij;iaxas Iniversit Col1leg
Carrintoll, iott2dfmuidGls4sPtai
D)avy_;i *!IC'yIs -Ho90it -
Ga(lsby, John To sam, University 0oleBe
Hadien, Waltir zigb, LivvrpbSdheel o'redine and St. Thomas's Hosp.
Hoodetson, q9r$ei!y;jj *rss Ceg
Nicholson John rancis, St. 'iomaMsi' ospital
Phillipj, S fl~'-'Uyi lvesit§:ColI -.
- Prowse, A*ur. cks, St.,Maio' lti
Sheldon, Thomas teele, a
Smith,b Kernteth, Rwliangs- Usiiversity Qlsge::
UhthoffJoQhn al4wll, Guy's HospitaL
Whitney, Nevill Scott, tniversitVCbollee
Wigesworth, Joseap ,_ Liverpool RQyal Ifirmary-
Willcocks, Frederick, King's College

SeconAIDit'isi6n.
B&nhasm, Frediribk Lucas, Univetritq'College
Evans, Charles Walter, University College
Joiile, John Samuel, 'University College-and St. Bartholomewv's Hospital
Lubbock., Montagu- Guy's Hospital
Mercier Charles Arthur,. London Hospital
Milrer, 1kichird 'slarders, University College
PadiLson,1Edrmad Hdwacd, Guiy's-Hospital
Silcock, Arthur Quarry, University College
Whitelegge, Benjamin Arthur, B'.Sc., Unsversity College
Wilkinson, Arthur Thomas, B.A., B.Sc., Owens College

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OFENGLAND.-The followirng gen-
tleinen, having undergone the necessary examinations for the diploma,
were admitted members of the College at a meeting of the Court of
Examiners, on November I Tb.

Baber Henry A., L.S.A., Exeter
Bull, Edwifi G., M.B.Ed., Edinturgh
Coington$ Aesbuw G., L.R.C.P.Ed.,.Falsnouth Road
Dallaway, Joseph W. D., L.R.C.P.Ed., Torquay
Davies, John, L.S.A., Chester
Dixon, William E., L.R.C.P.Ed., Canonbury
Farrer, George A., L.S.A., Brighouse
Garstang, Thomas W. H., L.S.A., 1'orest Hill
Granger, Edgar B.,,L.R.C.P.Lon4 Nottingham
Illingworth, Charles R., M.B.Ed., 4ildmay Park
James, Philip, L.R.C.P.Ed.,'Pontypridd
Leahy, Albert H. D., L. S.A., 04ord Street,
McCrea, John F., LR.C.tP.Ed. G=rnsey
Sarkies, Sarkies Waraficet, L.R. C.P,Ed., Calcutta
Sellers, Richard B., L.R. C. P.Md.,Rochdale
Wadham, Frederick, Darlirtgion
Warrilaw, EdwariS, -LS.S.A., Headcorn
White, Edward W. W.', E.B.DIb., Killiney,. Ireland
Four candidates p "ssed in Surgery.; and, when qualified in Medicine,

will be admitted reibers of the College; and six were rejected.
The following were admitted on November i2th.
Batson WVilliasn L., Guildford Street
Buck, John S. Streatham
Cox, Robert il, Leicester
Day, Walter H. H., Croydon.
Garrett, Henry E., Manchester
Hall, Robert D. G., Clapham
Hartley, Robert N., Brixton Road
Jolliffe, Walter J., Isle of Wight
Lory, Williama M., L.S.A., Exeter
Mitchell, Charles P., Manchester
Oldroyd, Joseph H., Edward Street, N.W.
Phillipps, William A., Sydenham
Rowbothan, Herbert C., Woolwich
Stony, Frederick H., Howden, Yorkshire
Winskell, William E., M.R.Toronto, Kelvin, Ontario
Woods, John F;, L.S.A., Leyton, Essex'
The following were admitted-on November 13th.
Bennett, Henry J., L.R.C.P.Ed., Plymouth
Bradford, Arthur S., Chippenham
Brunt, John, L.R.C.P.FEd., Exeter
Burq, Abraham S., L.R.C.P.E'd., Sheen, Staffordshire
Collitt, Robert H., L.R.C.P.E'd., Shepherd's Bush
Howse, Francis R., Argyll Square
Lunn, John R., Hull
Norman, WIliarm H., Chiswick
Robin-on, Staphylton C. B., Bruges
Vinrace, John H., Birmingham
Womersley,. Joshua K., L.S.A., Norwich
Out of te- -fifty-six candidates examined, nine were approved in

surgery, and, when qualified in medicine, will be admitted members of
the College; andtwentyct.wo having j1ailecl to acquit themselves to the
satisfaction. of-, the Court of Examzi.n,rs, were referred to their profes-
jonal st.udies for:six months, With meeting, the examinations

for the, memleship, of, the Colleggpor the present year were brought
to a cljqe. Thialfyearlii ex?ni4tia for. the fellowship wll take
place nextweel. .
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-Amm0aoAms' HALL.-Th.rfll¶swmtg=kle=e1m p=dVhidr
amination in the science-and p e dicij a(oeived certi
ficatesto practise, on Thursda*,, Ot£dber 3sst, 1I87&8':

Harveyr, George enry, Wivene" -lcbWa ter,.
Havens, Edward John, Colchester.
Jago, William Pearce, Plymouth

The following gyentlemen also on -the'sanie day passed their primary
professional exaination. --

Hague, Jarnes Thosipsoi, :St. Hospital

Leighton, w William, Kivg's.:ollege
:Richardon, John Hunphry H., Cha4GQrosswlospital

The,following gentlemen pasedheir ntion in the science
and practice of medicine, and-reeeived siertificates to practise, on
Thursday, November 7th, 1878.

Garstang, Thomas Walter Harrop, Forest. Hill, SE.
Herscheil, George Arich, Bassett Road, Notting Hill
Jones, George Henry West, Eckington Chesterfield
Lathbury, Charles John, Duffield Road, Berby

The following gentlemen also on the same day passed their prlmary
professional examination.

Atkey, William Thomas, University College
Griffin, Henry Frederick, University College
Parry, Robert, Guy's Hospital
Wag orn, James, Charing Cross Hospital

KING AND QUEEN'S COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS IN IRELAND. -At
special examinations for the Licences of the -College, held on Monday
and Tuesday, October 2Ist and 22nd, the following candidates were
successful.-For the Licence to practise Medicine.

McLaren, Agnes, M.D., University of France
For the Licence to tactise Midwifery.

Burdon, Daniel, M;D., Queen's University in Ireland

MEDICAL VACANCIES.
THE following vacancies are announced a--

ARDEE UNION-Medical Officer of Collon Dispensary District. Salary, Lioo

per annum, and L20 per annum as Sanitary Officer, with vaccination and regis-
tration fees. Applications on or before the 20th instant.

EAST SUFFOLK HOSPITAL, -Ipswich. House-Surgeon. Salary, 6o00 per
annum, with board, lodging, sand washing. Applications to be made on or
before the 27th instant.

HEREFORD RURAL SANITARY DISTRICT-Temporary Medical Officer of
Health-Applications to be made on or before the Oth instant.

HULL BOROUGH ASYLUM-Medical Superintendent. SaLary, £3s0 per annum,
with house, coals and fuel, gas, washing, and vegetables. Applications on or
before the x6thinstant.

HULL GENERAL INFIRMARY-Honorary Physician.
LONGFORD UNION-Medical Officer for Killashee Dispensary District. Salary,

£120 per annum, including L2o as Sanitary Officer, but exclusive of vaccination
and registration fees. Election will tAe place on the 3rd proximo.

MANCHESTER ROYAL INFIRMARY-Pathological Registrar. Salary, £ioo

per annum. Applications to be made on or before thezxth instant.

MUTFORD and LOTHINGLAND INCORPORATION-Medical Officer for
the Kepingland District. Salary, ,6o per annum, and fees. Applications to be
made on or before the s5th instant.

NEWPORT UNION-Medical Officer for Ballycroy portion of Achill Dispensary
District. Salary, £oo per annum, exclusive of registtation, vaccination, and
sanitary fees. Election will take place on the 3rd proximo.

ROYAL BERKS HOSPITAL, Reading-Assistant House-Surgeon.
ROYAL INFIRMARY FOR CHILDREN AND WOMEN, Waterloo Bridge

Road-Physician. Applications to be made on or before the aith instant.
SLlGO DISTRICT LUNATIC ASYLUM-Assistant Medical Officer. Must be

unmarried, act as apothecary, be doubly qualified, possess a diploma in mid-
wifery, and have at least two years' medical practice. Salary, Lioo per -annum
and rations, or £50 in lieu of rations, with furnished apartments, fuel, light, etc.
Election in December.

SOMERSET COUNTY LUNATIC ASYLUM-Assistant Medical Officer. Salary,
120 per annum, with board, residence, and washing

WANDSWORTH AND CLAPHAM UNION-Resident Medical Superintendent
of Infirmary and Medical Officer of Workhouse. Salary,,4oo per annum, with
unfurnished residence, without coals and gas. -Assistant Medical Officer.
Salary, '20per annum, with furnished apartments, rations, and washing.

WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL-Resident Obstetric Assistant. Applications not
later than November x6th.

YORK COUNTY HOSPITAL-House-Surgeon. Salary, £xoo, with board and
lodging. Applications to be made on or before the 23rd instant.

MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS.
Names marked with an asterisk are those-of/Menbers ofthe Association

KIRK, Robert, M.D., appointed Physician-Accoucheur for the Partick District of
the Giasgow Western Infirmary.

MACKAY, G., M.B., appointed Assistant to the.Extra Physicians of the Royal
Edinburgh Hospital for Sick Children.

PALMER, J. asergh, L.K Q.C.P.I., appointed Surgeon to the;Armagh Infirmary,
vice A. Robinson, M.B., deceased.

REID, William L., M.D., appointed Physician.Accoucheur to the Anderston District
of the Glasgow-Wetern Infirmary.

STEELE, Charles Edwrd, M.R.C.S.Eng., appointed -Public Vaccinator to the
Southern District of Liverpool, vice *A. B. Steele, L. kiQ.C-,XP., decesed.

WILLIAMS, Charles, F.R.C.S., appointed Consulting Surgeon to the County AsyluRL
atThorpe,mnear, Norwicb., vic G.W., F4t, Esq., 4oeased.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGESJ AND DEATHS.
2ke ckargefr i i ,as f Bi,Marriages, antd Deaths,

is 3s. 6d., whichshoud bfss.warded stamA wiuh-the announcement.

.JBATH.
BARNES.-On November zoth,. at Soutport, Emma Frances, youngest daughter of
the late John Barnes, J.P., of Reedley'Hall, Burnley, and dearly loved affanced
wife of John Arthur Irwin, M.A., M.D., aged 23 years.

ML PORTER of the Meath Hospital, Dublin, has been) made a

Justice ofthe Peace for the County Wexford.

DR. R. THEODORE STACK has resigned his post on the staff of the
Dental Hospital of Dublin.

A CENTENARIAN.-Mr. Foott, J.P., of Carrigacunnia Castle, Cork,

died lately, having, it is stated, completed his one hundredth. year
in September last.

DEPUTY SURGEON-GENERAL J. M. S. FOGO, principal Medical

Officer at Malta, has returned to England, having been appointed to

succeed Sir Anthony Home, K.C.B., V.C., as Chief of the Statistical

Branch of the Army Medical Department in Whitehall Yard.

CHARGE AGAINST A MEDICAL OFFICER. -At a meeting of the

Tullamore Board of Guardians last week, a communication was re-

ceived from the Kilbeggan Dispensary Committee, in reference to a

case of neglect on the part of the dispensary medical officer of the dis.

trict. It appears that a visiting ticket was sent to Dr. Barry, medical

officer, on September 2ISt, to attend a child suffering from small-pox,
but he did not visit the case until September 24th. The Dispensary
Committee were of opinion that the Local Government Board should

hold an investigation in the matter, and that the inquiry should ex-

tend to his conduct generally as a medical officer.

SALARIES OF DISPENSARY MEDICAL OFFICERS IN IRELAND.-

The Castlebellingham Dispensary Committee having recommended an

increase of £2o yearly to the salary of Dr. Callan, medical officer of

the district, the matter was recently broaght before the Ardee Gaar-

dians for approval; but they unanimously refused the increase. As

the iledical officer has a very large district to attend to, and the salary
attached is but £ioo a year, he cannot be said to -be overpaid. List

week, in reference to the appointment of a medical officer to Collon

Dispensary District now vacant, it was resolved to reduce the salry by
/2o a year: an arrangement which, we trust, the Local Government

Board for Ireland wil refuse to sanction.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF LONDON. -A meeting of

the Fellows was held on October 3Ist. Dr. A. M. Edge and

Dr. C. R. Francis were elected members. Several licences were

granted. A letter was read from Dr. Halford, which was referred

to the Counicil. Permission was given to the Historical Manuscript
Commission to inspect the College MSS. A letter of thanks was read

from the Secretary of the Harvey Memorial Fund. The annual report
of the Treasurer was read. The Treasurer gave notice of his intention
to propose an alteration of the by-law on the appointment of auditors.

The annual report of the representative of 'the College in the General

Medical Council was read.

THE LATE MRS. ACLAND.-At a meeting of ladies in Oxford,
friends of the late Mrs. Acland, a strong desire was expressed to raise
some lasting memorial of her worth, as an expression of the affection

and reverence with which her life and character are regarded. It was

felt that this memorial should take a form of practical usefulness, so

as to promote some good work of the kind which Mrs. Acland

cherished, rather than that of a purely personal memorial, which she

would have deprecated. With this principle in view, it was agreed
that a great want in Oxford would be met by founding in her name an

institution for nurses. The main object of the institution would be to

provide gratuitous nurses for the poor; but a certain number of paid
nurses would be attached to the institution. To give effect to this pur-
pose, a sum of from £3,oc5o to £4;030 will be reqiiired. Contribu-

tions may be paid to the Sarah Acland Memorial Fund at Messrs.

Parsons and Co., Old Bank, Oxford, or to any of the following ladies

in Oxford:- Mrs. Chapman, Frewen Hall; Mrs. Liddell, Deanery,
Christ Church; Mrs. Lowe, Bradmore Road; Mrs. Max Muller, 7,

Norham Gardens; Miss Smith, Museum House; the Hon. Mrs. E.
Talbot, Keble College. It is believed that many of Mrs. Acland's

poor friends who have felt her kindly help and iiiflaence will be glad
to aid in this work; and contributions, however small, will be received

by any of the district visitors.

7Z5I - -
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OPERATION DAYS AT THE HOSPITALS.
ZONDAY...... Metropolitan Free, 2P.M.-St. Mark's, OA tM. d 2 P.M.-RO5alLondon Ophthalmic. I A.M.-Royal Westminster Oph ic

1.30 P.M.-Royal Orthopsadic, a P.x.! L
TUZSDAY...... Guy's, I.30 P.M.-Westminstqr, 2 P.M.-Royal London Ophthal-

mic, XI A.M.-Royal Westminster Ophthalmic, I.30 P.M.-Weis
London, 3 P.U.-Natxonal Orthopadic, 2'P.M.

WEDNESDAY.. St. Bartholomew's 1.30 P.M.-St. Mary's, I.30 P.m.-Middlesex, I
P.M.-University(5ollege, 2 P.M.-King's College, 1.30 P.M.-Lon-
don, 2 P..M.-Royal London Ophthalmic, II A.M.-Great Northern,
2 P.m.-Samaritan Free Hospital for Women and Childrent 2.30
P.M.-Cancer Hospital, Brompton, 3 P.M.-Royal Westminster
Ophthalmic, 1.30 P.M.-St. Thom xss,I.30 P.M.-St. Peter's,
2 P.M.

tSDAY.... St. George's, x P.M.-Central London Ophthalmic, x P.M.-Chaig
Cross, 2 P.M.-Royal London Ophthalmic, ir P.M.-Hospital for
Diseases of the Throat, 2 P.M.-Royal Westminster Ophthalmic,
1.30 P.M.-Hospital for Women, 2 P.M.-London, 2 P.M.

FRIDAY.Royal Westminster Ophthalmic, 1.30 P.m.-Royal London Oph-
talmic,IIxA.M.-Central London Ophthalmic, a P.m-Royal South
London Ophthalmic, a P.M.-Guy's, 1.30 P.M.- St. Thomas's
(Ophthalmic Department), 2 P.M.

S&TURDAY..,. St. Bartholomew's, 1.30 P.M.-King's College, x P.M.-Royal
London Ophthalmic, XX A.M.-East London HospitalforChildren,
X P.M.-Royal Westminster Ophthalmic I.30 P.M.-St. Thomas's,
I.30 P.M.-Royal Free, 9 A..M. and 2 P.M. -London, 2 P.M.

MEETINGS OF SOCIETIES DURING THE
NEXT WEEK.

U1 ONDAY.-Medical Society of London, 8.30 P.M. Mr. Owen, " On the apprecia-
tion of Rigid Jackets in the Treatment of Antero-postenor Curvature of the
Spine". Dr. Douglas Powell will exhibit a Schema of the Chest, designed to
show the Mechanical Condition present in Health and in some Diseases".

TUE SDAY.-Pathological Society of London, 8.30 P.M. Mr. Gay: Gangrene of
the Penis from Thrombosis. Dr. Lediard: I. Aortic Aneurysm rupturing ex-
ternally; 2. Abdominal Aueurysm causing Death by Uraemia. Dr. Irvine:
Dermoid Cyst of the Brain. Dr. Samuel West: i. Specimen of an Unusual
Form of Pneumonia; 2. Primary Cancer of Suprarenal Capsules, with Se-
condary Growth in the Lung. Dr. Goodhart: Lung contamining Gummata
and Tubercle. Dr. Pye-Smirh: Specimen of the Disease of theBrain lately
described as " Piedra". Dr. Alexander Morrison: Hiemorrhage into the Pons
Varolii. Dr. Braidwood: Specimens from a Case of Unilateral Cancer.

WEDNESDAY.-Association of Surgeons practising Dental Surgery, 8.30 P.Al.
Mr. Richard Davy, "Three Clinical Cases illustrating Disease of the Malar,
Superior, and Inferior Maxillary Bones".

THURSDAY.-Harveian Society of London, 8.30 P.M. Dr. Farquharson, "On
the Treatment of Incontinence of Urine"; Dr. Morton, "On the Mlortality
referable to Alcohol".

-i RIDAY.-Clinical Society of London, 8.30 P.M. Sir James Paget, " A Case in
which Watery Fluid drops from a Nostril"; Dr. Williams, 'Bronchiectasis
and Localised Empyema treated by Tapping'"- Dr. Whipham, " Case of Per-
foration of the Appendix Camci'; Mr. Bryant, "A Case of Talipes Varus
treated by the Removal of a Wedge of Bone from the Tarsus" (living speci-

men).

LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS
TO CORRESPONDENTS.

CORESONDENTs not answered, are requested to look to the Notices to Corre.
spondensts of the following week.

AuTHots desiring reprints of their articles published in the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOUtNAL, are requested to communicate beforehand with the printer, Mr. Thomas
kscbards, 37, Great Queen Street, W.C.

Puwc HEALTH DEPARTMENT.-We shall be much obliged to Medical Officers of
Halth if they will, on forwarding their Annual and other Reports, favour us with
DpIicat C*ies.

COMMUMsCATIONS respecting editorial matters, should be addressed to the Editor,
x6I, Strand, London; those concerning business matters, non-delivery of the JOUR-
NAL, etc., should be addressed to the General Manager, at the Office, I6I, Strand,
Lodon.

WE CANNOT UNDERTAKE5 TO RETURN MANUSCRIPTS NOT USED.
CORRESPONDENTS, who wish notice to be taken of their communications, should

authenticate them with their names-of course not necessarily for publication.

A QUESTION OF FEE.
Ss,-The question of fee, which appeared in the JCnURNAL for November 2nd, is per-

fectly correct as it stands. I do not deny that I did send a note to Dr. Girdle-
stone in this as I did in other cases he met me, buit did not make myself more re-
sponsible in this very case than in the others. I dare say, as is usual that I
askced him what would be his charge, but never promised to pay: at tie same
time, I always press the patients to pay the consultee. He states that his fee has
been paid to me. Nothing of the kind, as I told him more than once. If Dr. Gir-
destone really believe that the fee was paid to me, I should not blame him for
taiag the course he has; but he ought to have known better, as stated above.
The reason that I sent the money into court was, because I was ignorant on the
t whether the consultee could claim his fee from the one who called him in.-I

i, ai, yours truly, DAVID GRIIFFITHS.
Gronant, November gth, 1878.

CORRESPoNDENTs are particularly Irqued by-the Editor -to obsve
that com catins relating to Advertsements, changes of address,
and other businesp nimtters shauld be addressed to; Mr. Francis
Fowke, General Secretary and Manager, at the Journal Ofce, i6is
Strand, London, and not to the Editor.

- REPORT-OF INFBCTLOUS DIsEASas.
SIR,-Will you favour me with your opinion on the following? I received this morn-
ing from a Local Board a letter stating it will feel obliged if I would (of course in
confidence) kindly give early information of any infectious or contagious disease in
its district to its medical officer of health. A form is enclosed, to give me an idea
of the nature of the information[!] thb Board require (the italics are mine).
Although I strongly feel such information to a medical officer of health is highly
desirable, I do not think a Local Board should expect it to be given gratuitously,
and think of replying, inquiring what fee the Board will allow for each case re-
ported. What do you think should be done in the case? I am asked to do work
which may result in transference of patients, without any kind of fee or compensa-
tion.-I am, yours very faithfully, STANLEY HAYNES, M.D.
Eastnor House, Malvern, November 12th, I878.
** We should be glad to see this subject discussed with refcrence to existing

and future practice.
DR. QUILL (Dublin).-Foster's or Herrman's Physiology; Barnes's Diseases of
Womzen; or Playfair's or Leishman's MdsaWfery.

INVALID COOKERY.
"SURGEON" will find a chapter on Cooking for Invalids in Family Fare, by Cre-
Fydd, the best cookery book extant. It is published by Simpkin, Marshall, and
Co. ; price 5s.

DOES TOBACCO-SMOKING OR CHEWING CAUSE ANY DISEASE?
SIR,-It is greatlyto be desired, both intheinterests of the profession and of the public,

that the question " Does tobacco-smoking or chewing cause any disease ?" should
have the benefit of free ventilation and unprejudiced discussion in your columns.
The nearly universal testimony of mankind has negatived the idea that the mode-
rate use of the milder tobaccos tends to induce disease of any kind whatever ; and
the question to be set at rest will probably be, " Does the practice of chewing and
snuffing, and the unrestrained use of the stronger tobaccos (Cavendish, etc.) cause
such complaints as amaurosis, palpitation, and a host ofminor evils ?" Because the
unfortunate dogs, mentioned in Dr. Drysdale's letter to you on October 26th, suf-
fered severely internally from the mistaken practice of taking their tobacco with
their food instead of after it, does it therefore follow that we are to abandon our
postprandial cigar? and because the students of the Ecole Polytechnique obfus-
cated their intellects with the mild cigarette or the fragrant Havanna, is it to be
concluded that all young men who both smoke and read for honours are doing the
same? It is more probable that, if a poll were taken of the most distingtished stu-
dents in all the large cities of the world, those who smoke would predominate over
those who do not. The intelligence of the Germans certainly seems in no danger
from it. The constant inhalatton of tobacco-dust in the process of manufacture
can doubtless produce disease; but it is difficult to see the similarity between this
and the habit of smoking a few pipes or cigars daily. Amaurosis has doubtless
been caused by cbewing and smoking Cavendish tobacco,; but even then, the in-
veterate smoker may fairly ask whether the source of mischief .is in the. tobacco or
in some adulterant of it. Epithelioma has also probably been caused by the practice
of smoking a badly waxed clay-pipe; but it is an open question whether the clay-
pipe without the tobacco might not have been equally efficacious.
An opinion of Sir B. Brodie having been quoted, it is satisfactory to read the

following extract from a letter of his to the Times of August 3sst
o

I86o. "I am
not prepared to subscribe to the opinion of those who hold that under all circum-
stances, and to however moderate an extent it be practised, the smoking of tobacco
is prejudicial." And further on he specifies classes to whom the occasional use of
tobacco " may be not only a grateful indulgence, but really beneficial".
The present knowledge of medical men concerning the evil effects of tobacco

being Fargely limited to the expression " a drop of nicotine will kill a cat", it is to
be hoped that the diligent student of the future will, from a number of carefully
recorded cases of nicotine-poisoning in his case-book, be able to give an intelligent
answer to the query as to the exact number of grains of tobacco which may be con-
sumed without inducing amaurosis, impotence, or prolapse of the rectum.-I re-
main, sir, your obedient servant, A MEMBER WHO SMOKES.

Kent, October 2gth, I878.
AN asthmatic " Member of the Army Medical Department" asks for any information

as to the ingredients of a patent remedy known as "Jonas Whitcourt's Asthma
Remedy;'.

PREVENTION OF ExcECsIvE LACTATION.
SIR,-I am able to fully endorse the opinion of Mr. J. Spark relative to the value of
belladonna in staying the excessive secretion of milk. I have frequently used a
liniment of belladonna, with excellent results, in the above-mentioned condition.
I have subscribed notes of a case.
Mrs. F., aged 23, came under treatment June 2nd, 1876. This patient, a deli-

cate young woman, gave up suckling her child (a stout girl of fourteen months);
and after the first few days, the breasts enlarged and became doughy, and exceed-
ingly painful. I prescribed quinine three times a day, and oil and brandy to be
rubbed into the breasts with no apparent result. On June 6th, the breasts were
much wvorse. I prescriied the following mixture, a sixth part to be taken three
times a day. J* Quinne sulpb. gr. xii tincturae belladonnan 3i ; spiritfis camph. 3ss ;
acidi sulph. dil. l1xx ; aquam ad xvi* and a liniment of equal parts of tincture of
belladonna and soap-liniment to be painted over the breasts frequently. The result
was simply marvellous. On the s3th June-four days after beginning the treat-
ment-the breasts were quite free from milk, and painless.-I am, etc.,
November 1878. S. B. MASON, L.R.C.P.Ed.

MOTHER'S MARKI.
DR. R. L. PAYNE, in his address as President of the North Carolina Medical Asso-

ciation, speaking of " mother's marks", gave this example: " A black child was
born to a white married woman in my county, and she accounted to her husband
for its very dusky hue by assuring him that she had been terribly frightened by a
negro man who presented himself before her in a half nude state. The husband
was satisfied, and is still happy."
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THE USs AND ABuss ow SPECIAL HOSPITALS.

DR. HEYwoOD SAMITr, Physician to the Hospital for Women and to the BritishLying-in Hospital, writes to us:
"Some time ago, I wrote to this JO RNAL a short note on consultations for thepoor, in which I pointed out a means ofimaking hospitals more useful to the bulkof the profession as places where the benefits of consultations could be extended tothe poor; and thus, while widening their sphere of usefulness, a check might beput upon the wholesale abuse that tends to pauperise the class above the very poor,and unfairly deprives general practitioners of some of their patients. And it is be-

cause the abuse of hospitals, and. to a marked degree, of special hospitals, threatensto swamp their legitizmate use that I venture again to bring the matter before theprofession, in the hope that medical men in general practice may see how hospitals
may really be of use to them. and not hindrances to their practice.In the metropolis, specialities must necessarily exist. Patients who have ex-hausted the patience of their medical men or their own, or in some cases theirpurses, come up to town to get the opinion of some specialist. At legitimate spe-cial hospitals-c.,-., eye, ear, organs of reproduction in the femnale, etc.-there isnaturally accumulated a mass of facts which experience gives to those practisingsuch specialities a facility of diagnosis anid insight into treatment that practitioners.in the ordinary run of practice c.an never hope to attain. This lknowledge, insteadof being hidden, should be available for the common use tand benefit, aind some
system should be carried out whereby general practitioners and the physicians and
surgeons of special hospitals should work hand-in-hand for their own coinfort in thelessening of their work and for the good of their patients. Of course, the verypoor are to be seen and helped tingrudgingly, and are so attended to at all hos.pitals; but nmy object in wvriting is to try to prevent the crowditr of our out- a.tient rooms with patients who can well affordl to pay for medical Stiice.Sch pa-tients are futirfold robbers: t. They rob the poor of titne that ':ould lbe gis -i tothem; 2. They rob the hospital of its resources that are intcnded for the pour:3. They rob the medical officers of their time and ener.-y: 4- TIhey rob) their ownmedical man, besides lessening their own self-respect b)y becominut- recipients ofcharity. To illustrate what I mean, I will take a ca.se in Ii)y owsn specialit). Awoman presetils herself at the out-patient department, well dresze-d, probably evenwith ornamenets. In taking the notes of her case,. she states that sieis the wife ofsome tradesimian (not a journeyman, hbit at master), and the following_ dialo tuetakes place. Doctor: 'How many other hospitals have yotl bcnt to ?' P'atient:' Oh, none, sir I had nmy ont private doctor.' Doctor: ' Hov long have youbee's under hiin?' Patient: 'So ln;- .' Doctor: 'Did Dr. send .ouhere?' Patienit: 'No.' Doctor: 'Then why do you come now.,' Patient: 'B1e.cause I don't get any better,' or' because some ledvy who has been here recoli-mended me,' or because I could not afford to continue any longer to pay Dr. -.'If any remenstrance be made to her otl the score of her position, she nitLy reply,'Oh, but I wish to pay something.' (Some such patients come lobg railsay jour.neys, or even keep a cab at the door of the hospital.) Doctor: This, hospital is acharity, and advleice, etc., is givets free.' 'The result of all this i:, tli-it the patient isseen, we having no authority to refuse our services to any. The plntient iay comeagain and againt; our time is unnecessarily taken up, aid the general practiticierloses a patient.
"I want now to point out a way by which thegeneral practitioner may retain hispatient and utilise the hospital for his ownt benefit. If a medical mats continue at-tending a patient with, say, ant obsctire maladly, until her patience is exhau.sted, orher friends', he loses his influence over her, and she loses confidence in him but ifhe took the initiative and manifested his interest in the c.ase, h himself procuringher additional advice, he would thlereby gain an additional hold over her antid gainher increased confidence and gratitude, and so ret.ain his patictnt. I'lle iiithOd Ipropose is this: if a med.cal man have a patient in somewhat needy circumstancesfor whom, if she were rich, he would propose a consultation, let him send that pa-tient to any hospital hlie may choose with a note to the medical otficer sitting onthat day, askinig for his ophtion on the case; and, if thought fit. also the line oftreatment reconmmended. I am sure that such officer would be very ilad-if notat the tinie from wanit of leisure, yet afterwards from his no:es-to write to themedical man so sending a patient, gisin" his diagnosis and any other informationthat might be of use. If such wre n o-re frequenitly done, it would tend to e.tabli.!a more cordial feeling betsween ce-ieral practitioners and the cttcer.s of hospitals: itwould lessen the enormous number o' out-patients, and so s~ave the over-taxed ont-patient officer, and would, imoreover, afford such officer a goodl supply of interest-Ing cases for his clitic; for at niot o' tlhe special hospitals there Is often a largeattendance of medical men from all parts of the world who come to see inte.resting special cases, and the therounh sifting of such cases would give greatopportunilies of useful clittical rn triction.
Our general hospita!s have rightly irtrodultced departments of the cl:iefs.peciali.ties; but, owing to the lhrge nuiL;ber of students-becaue the special hospitalsever will attract the best c-ses-thle complzfints are constant thit s.tudents do notsee all they wish to. The clitnics, therefore, of the special hospita's-open for themost part freely to all medical men-atfford a field of o>bservation that ca;l be ob-tained nowhere else; but the out-patient department of such ho;itl..tls is abusedand inconveniently crowded swith oraltiarn cases, and so the tine tle oficer vwouidgladly give in instruction i.s e;.sted by the undlie'strain on his tine and energy." If general practitioners it'otild u nrk I.and- in|ltnd with us, as Il-axe eIdeilrtsiretldto point out, they would greatly Lxaetit both theniselves nit!us th1-ey woucd lessentheir own anxieties; they wet;: I cs.tablish greater conslienice in their batiel-t.;and, above all, they wotil rei:til. their lat.e:ts, and therefore htae less cause togrumble at-now not with 3tt some provocation-the abuse of speci:sl hospit:ls,-

REICOAVAL or TlE IREAST.
SIR,-I should he obliged if a'n of the readers of youtr J,'tRV.AI. could gireme thIe reference to any c.Lses- recoier_,d of the removal of both brea.ts in the femaleat the same time.-I amn, sir, -ours t uly, A. I. L.

A F"RAGRANT ST IMACHIC.THE well known fragrant garuicn tfa-vourite, the sweet-scented or lemon ver)ena(Lipfiiaririodlrt), seens to have other qui.litics to recoirnnmii it thal thuz-c offragrance, for which it is tiual:yriltivatel. T'he author uf a recent work, entitledaIattong I/w VI)amisli 'eot/,', dlescrib)es it as being systematically g.thered in Spainwhere it is regarded as a fins- st,)machic atid cordial. It is eithier used in the formof a cold decoction, sweeteneel, or fee or six leaves are put into a teacutp, and hottea poured upon them. The auth.)r says that the flavouar of the tea hus pre.pared "is sinmply delic ous, atninti one who has drunk his Pekoe with it will everagain drink it wvithout t spri.: of lenion verbena". And he further states that ifthis be usedl, one ieed '" ltieer sflIfer fron flatulence, nevcr bc nizade nersvous orold-maidish, never have Lholc:ra, di.erhuc', or luss of ailetite..Scit.;,:etirc.,t,-Vr.*e.

NeWSPrArER PRESCRtX1CG.
M[R. A. CLARKIC NEWTON, L.M., C.M., M.R.C.S.E., commences in the .eacte'Il eekly Chronicle, October ,2th, "The Doctor's Cornler", which he intimates that,
among other things, " One of the objects ot this Corner will be to give simple ad-vice. To persons afflicted with simple maladies we will endeavour to recommendsimple remedies; but we must caution our readers in the most emphatic manner
possible, that all directions for the treatment of disease given here can only be relied
upon for cases that are not urgent. Affections of ai acute or serious nature im-peratively demand the early attendance of a medical practit oner." Mr. Newton
is possibly unaware of the dangers and evils of stich a course. He may be referred
to the JOURNAL of some years ago, in which a London physician attempted, un-
successfully, to vindicate a similar proceeding in the A htouics' 7oruitil, butfound that professional opinion was against him, and abaaldoned it. The recom-mendation of " simple remedies" to unseen and ur.known newspaper correspondents
if about as dangerous and reprehensible an undertaking as any practitioner can
engage in, and we hope that Mr. Newton will tot persevere in a coursc which
can but injure his fellow-citizens, while it is inappropriate to his pusition andoffensive to his profession.

MR. VXACIIHER's paper shall be published as early as possibIle.
SIR, -Is it usual for a medical man starting in a negliubourhood to call upon the

other metdical men in his.vicinity, or to act on the ordinary rules of e:ilquette and
wait until they call upon hii ?--1 am your obedient servant, A MIEstaB-R.

** The ordinary rules of etiquette should be fillowed.
WE are indebted to correspondents for the following periodicals, containing news,

reports, and other matters of medical interest:-''he Western Mlorning News;
The Somersetshire Advertiser; The Eastern Morning News; 'The Irish Times;
The Chicago Times; The Manchester Guardian; The Berkshire Chronicle; The
Glasgow Herald; The Oswestry Advertiser; Thc Edinburgh Daily Courant; T'heMAiddlesex County Times; The Liverpool Evening Albtill: The Daily Courier;
The Glasgow Evening Newvs; The Liverpool Al ercury; The Veymouth Telegram;
The Yorkshire Post; The Coventry Herald; The Wisbech Advertiser; The WestBriton and Cornwall Advertiser; The League Journal; The Liverpool DailyPost; The Newport and Drayton Advertiser; Tl'he Exeter anl Plymouth Gazette;
I'he Kelso Chronicle; The Fifeshire Herald; The MAerthyr Express; The
Carnarvon and Denbigh Herald; The Surrey Advertiser; The Stroud News; The
Scotsman; The Manchester Courier: The ¥'W-st Middlesex Advertiser; The
XVestern Mail: The Essex Advertiser: 'lThe Melbourne Argus: The Midland
Free Press: The Cork Constitution; The East London Observer; The Leeds Mler-
cury ' The United Sersvice Gazette; The Citizen ; 'The Gloucestershire Standard;The Southport Visitor; The WVrexham Adverliser; The Edinburgh Courant
The Cornwall Gazette; The Freeman's Journal; etc.

,* ;V shall be greatly obliged if correspondents forwarding newspapers w.!kindly mark the passages to which it is desired to direct attention.

COMMLI'NICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been received from:-
Sir Do,,iinic Corrigan, Dulliii; Dr. W. M. Ord, london; Mr. Salmpson Gainge:,
P'irmininham; l)r. Althau;, London; Dr. J. (;. Swiyne, Clifton; AMr. T. Spencer
Wclls, Lonmdon; Dr. Wilks, London: )Dr. McKendrick, Glagow:; Dr. I.1'. liond,
Gloucester; Dr. J. W. Moore, Dublin; Dr. lldis, Lonlon; l)r. A. (;amgee.
MIanchester; Dr. H. .Macnat:ghton Jones, Cork: Dr. I.'oulis, Glasgow: Dr. 1.
Chambers, L.ondon; I)r. C. M. Tidy, London; IMr. \V. \Vtaver Jones, Cleobutry
Motinier; Messrs. Salt and Son, Birmingham: Dr. J. W. Allia, (;lasg)ow: Mr.
Gtorge Meadows, Hlastings: MAliss Heritage, Bath;: Mr. '1T. M. Stone, London:
Mr. John Johnstone, Liverpool; Dr. McI)owell, Carlow; Mr. (;. F. 1lossiter,
Weston-super-Mare; Dr. Maclaren, Carlisle; I)r. J. Aliler lothrgill, London;
MAr. S. M. Blradley, Manh1iestcr; Mr. G. Eastes, 1.otndon; the Sailitary Com-
missioner of the P'unjab; C. M. J.; Albumen; Mlr. S. Woodinan, Ramsgate;
Dr. J. Maunsell, Bath; Dr. H. I'ennet, Paris; West Broinwich; W. J. W.; Dr.
J. R. Kealy, (;osport; NV.: Dr. Leonard luckell, ChichestLr; I)r, T. X. HIime.
Sheffiecld; Dr. XV. M. Kel, T'aunton; )r. 'l ibbits, Lonoon l)r. F. H. Parsons.
Hastings; MIr. C. ,V. Drew, Rugby; Our lIbrnilith;sL Corrc.,pondent: M.D.
Our Paris Correspondcrnt; ' . Mr. l);Dvid (;rifliths, Rhyl; Ir. XV. Neswman,
Stamford; MAr. I. Ba;rrow, Ryde; Sturgeon-M;jor, ldiat; Mr. 1. Jordan, Lir-
miibgham; Dr. A1.I Dul:-i:, London; Dr. Clesni lt).li-,Rlt'..y:I)r. Jose)h
Rogers, London; A P-uzzlsti Sct of .-scutlapius:. I )r. J. I TIn;,)i,, Leamington;
MIr. Vacher, lBirkerhead; r.- A. .eared1, L.onidl; Mr. S. (;. l4_mian, F'arnham:
Dr. Nornian Kerr I. X. Mr. F. \W. ll.rry, Stt'lc; 'Mr. XV. L. Morgan,
Oxford; Mr. J. H. Cri I:,London; N.; Mr. l Stepphezi, Ilmin:ster; ,Mr. I1.
Jacobs, Kentsington; F.R.C.S., l'elgiutn; IDr. Js-e.:h Rloscr-, London ; tr.
S. Snell, Sheffield; lDr. E. XVaters, ILiverpouol; Our lanclh -ster (Corresp)ndlent
Not a WNhit,:hall Yard 'Man: I)r. S. IUlzntis, Maslver:l; V\., Mr. Vincent
Jackson, Wolverhampton: Mr. J. Gardner, lBux; Messrs. '1:.ai!;terlin and Co.,
l.ondon; tndore; Dr. '. Trollope, St. Leonard's-on-Sca; l.R.C.S.Eng.;
M1r. F. W:-lton, london: IMr. T. R. Lowndes, 1..rp,,tl; ir. II. N. Iardy,Londonr; TDr. J. Mluir Ilowie, Li-verpool; Mr. (;corge :ruwn, l.or:don; Dr. V.
H. Day, london; Dr. Fairlie Clarke, Southbtcrough: Mr. Howard MAlarsh,
Lolndon; IDr. 1Luke Armstrong, Newcastle-on-Tyne;ir. E. Crtckett, Staffortld
MAr. T. M. Nishigama, I.ondon; Dr. 1H. M. Tucnlstll, Oxftd Our Dublin
Correspondent; Dr. 'T1. Hewitt, Wintdsor; Mr. J. W. Itarris, X'orthing; Mr.
Rushton Parker, Liverp(oll; Our Liverpool Corr.lsondent; Our Edinburgh
Corresponlent; Dr. J. Anderson, Edinburgh; etc.
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The Scicncc and Practice of Surgery. By lFruderick James G.Lt, F. R.C.S. Lou-dou: tailli7re, Tindzll, and Cox. t87.
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