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Morris Fishbein can look back on a life of
remarkable activity, packed with incident and
with medical-political controversy. To be
editor for 35 years of the 7ournal of the
American Medical Association and its many
associated publications would have been a
sufficing activity for most people, but in
addition Dr. Fishbein wrote literally hun-
dreds of articles on medical subjects for news-
papers land magazines, for years contributed
a weekly light-hearted column-" Dr. Pepys's
Diary "-to 7.A.M.A., published more than a
score of books, promoted many good causes,
relentlessly attacked quackery, and finally
constituted himself the fluent mouthpiece of
the medical profession in America. Finally,
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in 1949 the Board of Trustees of the A.M.A.
required Dr. Fishbein to confine his activities
to editing the journal, upon which he retired,
but not to inactivity. Perhaps he will be best
remembered in the future for his untiring
opposition on behalf of the A.M.A. to com-
pulsory government health insurance-
socialized medicine, as he called it. Many
applauded his successful advocacy, but others
feel that the proper medical care of the
American people has been retarded for years
by the A.M.A.'s attitude. Dr. Fishbein's
accomplishments have been facilitated by a
remarkable physical energy, a fantastic
memory, and an ability to read some 1,500
words a minute.
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No biographies are easy to write, and,
because we know more of ourselves than of
others, autobiographies require the most
delicate approach. The robust simple
egotism and vanity of this one may prove
disarming to some but insufferable to others.
The wealth of detail in the long book is on
the whole tedious detail-long lists of those
of varying importance encountered by the
author without conveying a pen picture of
their characters, the minutiae of journeys,
even the menus of dinners, and a lot of
rather ingenuous funny jokes. The volume
is unlikely to appeal to many British doctors.
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