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immunity against infection as well as chemo-
therapy are covered, and finally the essential
clinical features, including diagnosis and
epidemiology, are presented. The mono-
graph is a useful and well-written reference
book.

The sixth book of Virology Monographs
is entirely devoted to interferon. J. Vilcek,
who is undoubtedly an expert in this subject,
has had a most difficult task in deciding what
must be omitted. An attempt has been made
to present a balanced up-to-date account of
the various aspects of synthesis and action
of interferon so that the book would serve
primarily as a source of references.

Some of the earlier work, especially on
chemical analysis and purification, has had
to be omitted because of later and conflicting
findings using purer products ; nevertheless,
the early significant landmarks are well
represented. The assay of interferon is
adequately covered, as are the salient features
and theories of the synthesis of interferon
and its mechanism. Since the work on
purification and characterization of the
physicochemical properties has made such
great progress in the last two years it is not
surprising that some of the more recent
findings are not cited,

As this is essentially a general reference
work concentrating on laboratory studies,
little space is devoted to clinical trials or the
production of endogenous interferon, though
these aspects are mentioned. The recent
findings on interferon inducers, which are
perhaps even more exciting, will gain much
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more attention in the future. Despite this,
however, the fundamental understanding of
interferon and its action will always be
needed and this book is unlikely to lose its
interest. It has maintained a high standard
and ably supplemented the others in this
series.
FrRANK T. PERKINS.

Critique of Freud

Freud. Political and Social Thought, By
Paul Roazen. (Pp. 322+ix. 50s.) London:
Hogarth Press. 1969.

Social and political theorists agree about the
importance of human motivations in their
fields of study. The author of this book,
who teaches political theory at Harvard, set
himself the task of evaluating the significance
of Freud’s work in this area. A considerable
part of Freud’s non-clinical writings dealt
with problems of social anthropology ; others
were of direct relevance to political theory.
Freud applied observations made and theories
evolved in the psychoanalysis of individuals
to social groups and to society as a whole ;
he also used the psychoanalytic approach in
his attempts at reconstructing the develop-
ment of historical personalities.

‘The author regards Freud’s excursions into
social anthropology and political history as
of no more than historical interest today.
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In his opinion they were methodologically
inadequate and too speculative. He cannot
resist the temptation to explain some of
Freud’s works by the writer’s personal in-
volvement with the subject-matter. 'This
applied particularly to the books on Moses
and Woodrow Wilson, which were studies of
political leadership. He sees Freud’s main
contribution to social and political studies in
the deepening of the understanding of psychic
life in general. He does not join in the
common criticism that psychoanalysis had
ignored the social aspects of behaviour. On
the contrary, he believes that Freud’s obser-
vations and theories based on clinical studies
have made fundamental -contributions to
social and political theory. Referring to
group psychology, Freud had pointed out
that in the individual’s mental life someone
else was invariably involved, as a model, as
an object, as a helper, as an opponent.
Thus, in Freud’s own words, “ individual
psychology is at the same time social psycho-
logy as well.” He saw the Janus character
of social life, with society both frustrating °
and fulfilling man’s needs.

This is one of the few serious critical works
by a non-psychoanalyst on Freud’s signifi-
cance to the social sciences. It is based on
a thorough study of the subject-matter.
While dismissing what he regards as un-
acceptable and out of date, he endeavours to
demonstrate Freud’s contributions of lasting
value, which were considerable.
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