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The Scientific Basis of Medicine Annual
Reviews, 1969, British Postgraduate Medi-
cal Federation, (Pp. 348 +ix ; illustrated.
50s.) London: Athlone Press. 1969.

The late Lord Florey, in the opening lecture
of this the seventeenth volume of an annual
series, says that one of the pressing problems
of medical education is the proper assimila-
tion of what is important in new advances.
At the risk of being thought complacent my
answer would be that so long as lectures such
as these continue to be given, and published,
he need have no fears. For not only do they
illuminate the science of medicine, now gener-
ally regarded as of overriding importance by
our teachers, but they also enhance rather
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than threaten (as some believe) established
attitudes towards medicine as an art.

Many examples could be quoted from this
collection, but I will limit myself to David
Price Evans’s well-known studies of drug
polymorphism from which he concludes that
“we shall have to think of treating our
patients on a much more personal basis . . .
than we have done in the past.”” My reserva-
tions, if any, about all this new knowledge
are slightly different and perhaps more
selfish ; they concern the premium on time
and the limits of individual comprehension.
I can only hope that tomorrow’s graduates
will be able to appreciate, for instance, the
niceties of hormonal regulation of protein
synthesis (J. R. Tata), or the biochemistry
of the myelin sheath (A. N. Davison}, with-
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out being more immediately attracted, as I
was, to topics like the retinal circulation
(C. T. Dollery), Hodgkin’s disease (D. W.
Smithers), or kinins (V. Eisen).

These are only a handful out of the 19
lectures spanning many aspects of clinical
and experimental medicine. All I can use-
fully do is to urge readers to get hold of the
book, and to look specially at the cumulative
index of lecturers and titles for the past 17
years. A repository of the scientific advances
of the last 50 years is embodied in over 300
papers. Perhaps the authorities might be
persuaded to publish this index separately,
for it would surely provide a magnificent
reference source for the modern physician.
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