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It was directed towards a relatively junior
audience, at least as far as pathology was
concerned, and was based on a structural or
morbid anatomical standpoint. The eighth
and latest edition, under the able editorship
of Professor C. V. Harrison seems to have
retained both these traditions.
The book opens with an outstandingly

good account of chromosomal abnormalities
in man, by Professor B. Lennox, that will be
widely appreciated by students and their
teachers. Dr. R. H. Heptinstall's chapter on
renal disease rather disappointingly avoids
discussion of current views on the patho-
genesis of glomerulonephritis, although he
ioes mention Goodpasture's syndrome (appar-
ently inappropriately named, like most
eponymous conditions), which now occupies
a central position in the controversy on the
role of immune complexes in renal pathology.
Dr. J. G. Azzopardi contributes a very full
account of the systemic effects of neoplasia
that is extremely useful, but here again a
greater digression into pathogenetic mechan-
isms would have been appreciated. As
might be expected, Professor K. Weinbren's
chapter on liver disease is of a high stan-
dard and topical. Indeed, the same is true
of Professor Harrison's own contributions on
lymphoid tissue and arterial disease, and of
the chapters by Professor K. A. Porter on
tissue transplantation, by Dr. D. Hourihane
on malabsorption, and Dr. B. E. Heard on
lung disease. There is no doubt the eighth
edition of this famous book maintains the
tradition of providing an up-to-date account
of the structural basis of pathological prob-
lems of topical interest.

In view of the book's avowed object
it may be unfair to ask for more discussion
of pathogenetic mechanisms and inclusion of
more material from other disciplines (Pro-
fessor Porter is a notable exception here) or
even ultrastructural data. Much if not most
of this experimental material may not stand
the test of time. Nevertheless, to paraphrase
Sir Thomas Lewis, " it may be exciting, even
if untrue," and education and intellectual
excitement are inseparable.

W. G. SPECTOR.

Paediatric Cardiology
Heart Disease in Infancy and Childhood.
2nd edition. By John D. Keith, M.D.,
Richard D. Rowe, M.B.(N.Z.), F.R.C.P.
(Edin.), and Peter Vlad, M.D. (Pp. 1239
+xvii; illustrated. £15.) London: Collier-
Macmillan. 1967.

The appearance of the second edition of this
well-known textbook of paediatric cardiology
will be welcomed by all those who are
interested in the field. Dr. Keith and his
colleagues have substantially revised the first
edition and added a number of new chapters.
In the preface the authors comment on the
continuing need for accurate data on the
natural history of heart disorders, despite
the fact that surgery has altered the prognosis
in so many cardiac lesions.
The book opens with a chapter on the

incidence of congenital and rheumatic heart
disease, and continues with chapters on heart
sounds and murmurs, blood pressure, electro-
cardiography, oximetry, cardiac catheteriza-
tion, and angiocardiography. In the chapter
on cardiac catheterization special attention
is devoted to the risks of the procedure, which
are shown to be remarkably small with
modern techniques. A chapter on the embryo-
logy of congenital heart disease has been con-
tributed by J. W. A. Duckworth, and on the
familial occurrence of congenital heart disease
by I. Uchida. Chapters then follow on
specific lesions, starting with patent ductus
arteriosus and working through all congenital
anomalies and including important chapters
on complete transposition of the great arteries,
the dextrocardias, single ventricle, and cham-
ber localization by R. Van Praagh.
The second half of the book is devoted to,

in the main, cardiac disorders not of a con-
genital origin, such as rheumatic heart disease,
cardiac involvement in the collagen diseases,
bacterial endocarditis, pericarditis, congestive
heart failure, the arrhythmias, pulmonary
heart disease, atherosclerosis, glycogen storage
disease, and other topics. Electrolyte im-
balance and the electrocardiogram, and the
heart in thyroid disorders and in neuro-
muscular dystrophies, also receive attention.
There is a useful chapter on heart disease

associated with chromosomal abnormalities
and on Marfan's syndrome. The final chap-
ters include cardiac tumours, sudden death in
infancy and childhood, the heart in anaemia,
and cardiac involvement in gargoylism.

In each chapter the subject matter is dealt
with exhaustively, the incidence, pathology,
physiology, aetiology, diagnosis, treatment,
and prognosis being clearly set out. The text
is authoritative and detailed without being
over-dogmatic, and the very extensive experi-
ence of the authors, and in particular of Dr.
Keith, is evident from the clarity and decisive-
ness of the writing. The illustrations are
excellent, and there is a good bibliography
at the end of each chapter, with a compre-
hensive index at the end of the book. Every
chapter is designed especially to throw light
on recent advances-technical, physiological,
medical, and surgical.
The book concludes with five appendices

on diagnostic problems in angiocardiography,
and in cardiac catheterization, clinical prob-
lems in congenital heart disease, and, perhaps
the most valuable of all, drugs and dosages
useful in heart disease in infancy and child-
hood. Finally, the tour de force of the book,
Appendix 5, is a tightly condensed summary
of all the important features of congenital
heart disease arranged as a table.

There is little to criticize in this notable
textbook, and it is difficult to pick out any
particular part as being better than another.
Of special interest to many readers will be
the results of the researches of Dr. Keith's
associates on the natural history of ventricular
septal defect, the incidence of spontaneous
closure, and the behaviour of the pulmonary'
vascular system. Essentially it is a reference
book which will inevitably be part of the
library of cardiologists and cardiac surgeons,
as well as of many general physicians, paedia-
tricians, and research workers in other fields.
Withal it is an extremely readable book,
owing to the excellence of the writing and
the presentation of important data. The
authors are to be heartily congratulated on
their second edition, which will undoubtedly
have a wide appeal and create an extensive
demand.

J. F. GOODWIN.
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