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anterior thoracic wall, and to the structures
that lie behind them. For the dissection of
the pelvis and perineum a median section is
selected. This gives a clearer appreciation
of the pelvic structures which may be ex-
amined by rectal or vaginal examination, and
at the same time allows a more satisfactory
exposure of the structures on the lateral walls
of the pelvis and tracing of vessels from the
proximal parts of the lower limbs. It is
of course no longer possible to examine
the levator ani muscles as an entity, but
there will be many who will prefer this
dissection.
The diagrams and illustrations are excel-

lent and the print stands out clearly, but
the glossy paper, with the inevitable reflection
of dissecting room lights, may prove a draw-
back. Again, a notable omission is the
absence of any accompanying bibliography
to lead the inquiring student to the appro-
priate text of embryology, histology, physio-
logy or more detailed anatomy. But, like its
preceding companion volume, this simple
instruction manual, by reason of its advan-
tages of size and price, and particularly the
quality of its illustration and the clarity of
its layout, should prove both popular and
useful.

D. F. ROBERTS.

Year-book of Medicine
Annual Review of Medicine. Vol. 19.
Edited by Arthur C. DeGraff. (Pp. 540
+ viii; illustrated. $9.) Palo Alto, Cali-
fornia: Annual Reviews Inc.

This volume is one of a large series
published by a non-profit corporation in
California whose principal mission is the
publication of annual reviews on many sub-
jects. This one has 25 specially written
articles, all at a somewhat advanced level,
on subjects in which the most significant
recent advances have been made.

Unlike some year-books which contain only
dull synoptic summaries of published articles
and very little editorial comment, the articles
here are each the work of one or two authors
who themselves evaluate the material they
include. Looking at the contents list one
is bound to feel a bit dismayed and to wonder
which doctors will feel they must have this
book. It is now difficult for any one physi-
cian to have a personal detailed interest in
more than one or two branches of medicine.
As many of the essays will be of interest
only to those working in a specific field,
the wisdom of lumping them all together is
questionable. Some of the articles (for
example, that on the physiological basis for
diuretic action and the one on peripheral

vascular resistance) would seem more suitable
for the Annual Review of Physiology. The
difficulty of having to buy the whole book
to obtain a special article may be resolved
by the new venture of selling reprints of
individual articles (at present restricted to
the Annual Reviews of biochemistry and
psychology). I hope that it will be extended
to the Annual Review of Medicine.
Comment can be made on the content of

only a few of the articles. The one on
fibrinolysis is an able summary of present-
day knowledge and emphasizes the great need
for really effective clot-dissolving therapy.
There is a very good discussion on specific
plasma component therapy and the problem
of how to overcome virus contamination of
plasma products. Much interesting informa-
tion on the role of aldosterone in hyper-
tension (said to account for 20% of cases of
benign essential hypertension) is given in
the chapter on the adrenal cortex and hyper-
tension.
The cumulative index of chapter titles

shows what subjects have been reviewed in
recent volumes. Every medical library should
certainly have this book, and every physician
will profit by reading the essay relating to
his own field of practice.

C. ALLAN BIRCH.
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