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credentials of Henri Martin, traveller in
pharmaceuticals. Having had his English
tooth fillings replaced by French amalgam,
and clothed entirely in material made in
France, he was dropped by parachute one
moonlight night near the Ain river. His
hair-raising adventures with the Maquis de
I’Ain form the subject of this book, told
with modesty and with no claim to the cold
courage which he possesses and displayed.
Collecting his wounded from under the noses
of the Germans, opening up temporary hos-
pitals, passing on as the enemy moved in—
on one occasion diving through a back
window as the Germans entered the front
door—the British surgeon, who gained
renown as Commandant Parsifal, had never
a dull moment. Dirty and lousy, he lived
with his fellow magquisards, ate the meagre
ration of one and a half potatoes a day, and
suffered from the prevalent malnutrition,
with constant unquenchable thirst and
obstinate constipation. On special instruc-
tions from London he proceeded as Henri
Martin to Geneva and recrossed the frontier
to France by night by a dangerous wired and
mined mountain route carrying a suitcase
containing high-precision Swiss instruments
for onward transmission to the R.A.F.

He gives an objective account of the opera-
tions of the Resistance and of its hetero-
geneous composition of ex-soldiers, adventure
seekers, patriotic followers of de Gaulle, and
of a closely knit large body of Communists
anxious to take over the government of
France. As the Allies advanced le patron
was arrested by the Communist faction and
thrown into gaol, from which he was liberated
by prompt intervention by Parker with
General Koenig, the new Gaullist governor
of Paris.

The author is not without sympathy for
the French practitioners and other civilians
who accepted the legal consequences of defeat
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and surrender, and who suffered terribly from
the condign punishment meted out by the
Germans to local inhabitants for Resistance
activities over which they had no control.
On balance he felt that the Resistance was
of real value in undermining German morale
and in immobilizing masses of troops.
Geoffrey Parker more than deserved his
D.S.O. and the host of high decorations
conferred on him by France and other
Alljes.
GEORGE R. MCROBERT.
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The third edition of the late Dr. Paul Wood’s
famous textbook on cardiovascular disease has
been eagerly awaited and has now appeared,
some 12 years after the second edition. The
format of the book has been kept closely
similar to that of the previous editions and
much of the original text has been preserved.
The objective of the authors of the third
edition was to re-edit and bring up to date
this intensely personal work of a man who
was a brilliant leader of cardiology in an era
of striking advances. Such a task was clearly
not lightly undertaken, and was one of con-
siderable magnitude and difficulty.

Led by Dr. Walter Somerville as editor-in-
chief, some 23 experts in their fields have
revised the second edition and added new
material, deleting what appeared necessary.
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The result is a remarkable book that is only
164 pages longer than the second edition and
yet contains much new material and many new
illustrations. The crisp, authoritative style of
Wood’s writing has been preserved. Where
new material has been added the writing is
clear and concise and the text is well set out.
There are many photographs, line drawings,
and numerous plates of radiological and
angiocardiographic illustrations. The biblio-
graphy is extensive and the index comprehen-
sive. The chapters on symptoms and physical
signs are outstandingly good. Among com-
pletely new material a synopsis of recent work
on the aetiology of ischaemic heart disease
has added much of value to that section of
the book.

It is now six years since Wood’s death, and
the rapidity of advances and changes in the
field has been very considerable ; thus it has
not been possible for every new advance to
be included or to avoid some unevenness of
the text, particularly with the large numbers
of writers involved. Nevertheless, it is sur-
prising to find in the chapter on investigations
extensive references to the measurement of
circulation time but no references to modern
techniques of measuring intracardiac shunts
with the hydrogen electrode, radioactive gases,
and similar techniques. Furthermore, the
chapter on bacterial endocarditis contains
little new material and seems scarcely to have
been altered from the previous edition.
Instances of this sort can be found through-
out the book, but must be seen against the
wider background of a comprehensive and
readable textbook of cardiovascular disease.

Dr. Somerville and his collaborators are
to be congratulated for making available once
again this classic textbook of cardiology. AllL
those readers who have admired previous
editions of Dr. Wood’s book will be grateful:
to them.

J. F. Goopwin.
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