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of what a sensitive human being can stand
without being broken in spirit is well worth
reading. It is most appropriately dedicated
to the late Major-General R. E. Barnsley,
until recently curator of the R.AM.C.
historical museum.

GEORGE R. MCROBERT.
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by Robert Cruickshank, C.B.E., M.D.,,
FR.CP, F.R.CP.Ed., F.R.S.Ed, and
D. M. Weir, M.D. (Pp. 342 +viii ; illus-
ﬁrgaé;d. £3 10s.) London : Butterworths.

The second volume of this excellent series
selects for review subjects that are both
topical and fundamental. The immunological
problems raised by organ transplantation are
probably an important stimulus to the pre-
sent intensive study of the cellular immune
responses, and this book includes chapters
on the mode of action of immunosuppressive
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agents and on the role of the macrophages
and lymphocytes.

Both the phagocytic macrophages and the
small lymphocytes appear to exhibit several
varieties which could not be distinguished
by their histological appearance, though they
each have their separate functions in the
initiation or maintenance of the immune
mechanisms. These cell types are now being
separated from each other by fluorescence
and electron microscopy and by new physico-
chemical means. New in-vitro methods for
testing the competence of these cells in human
patients are making it possible to tackle the
problems of altered cellular immunity in
diseases, and also provide important means
of examining new immunosuppressive agents.

Another very interesting topical develop-
ment in immunology is the discovery of the
IgE class of immunoglobulins and their role
in allergy. There is a general review of
immunoglobulins, their metabolism and
functions, and a chapter dealing with the
pharmacological mediators of hypersensitivity,
including histamine, the kinins, slow reacting
substance of anaphylaxis, and lymph node
permeability factor. The chapters on bacterial
and viral antigens and on adjuvants will be
of interest to microbiologists and epidemio-
logists.  White cell and platelet antibodies
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are being recognized in transfusion reactions,
and the importance of their antigens in tissue
typing adds to their interest. This contribu-
tion by the French immunohaematologists
J. Dausset and J. Colombiani has suffered
somewhat in translation.

The addition of regular reviews on
immunology as applied to clinical problems
to the Modern Trends series has been
welcomed by everyone interested in this
growing field.
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Richard Gordon takes the adventures of the
hero of his last novel (The Facemakers, reviewed
18 November 1967, p. 409) a stage further in
Surgeon at Arms. He describes the inception
and development of a unit where men whose
faces had lost any likeness to human beings,
mainly from burns sustained in air battles, were
restored to at least semblances of their former
selves.

This main theme is sustained in the guise of
a biographical account of the central character,
an irascible and somewhat unsympathetic sur-
geon of the breed admired by those who enjoy
the fictional exploits of doctors. The great con-
tribution made by plastic surgeons during the
second world war is clearly portrayed. It is
published by Heinemann (pp. 300: 27s. 6d. net).
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