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in the other subjects dealt with: wounds,
fractures and dislocations, surgical operations,
and even an inquiry into the value of Mummy
and Bezoar Stone as remedies.

Ambroise Pare (1510-1590) tells us that
he was " always inquisitive . . . of any new
thing in practice," and this book shows that
he was very observant, skilful, resourceful,
and wise. It is no surprise that he became
surgeon to four successive monarchs of
France. He saw much war service, and his
writings are full of vivid pictures of the
terrible warfare of those times, but he never
forgets to instruct the reader on surgical

matters also. For example, he describes a
plastic operation on the hypertrophied breast
and comments: " In brief, it is to flea [that
is, flay] a man alive which I never practise
or counsell to any young Chirurgion." He
was well ahead of his time, and there is a
good description of one form of physio-
therapy: " And to nourish and fatten the
body friction must be made universally
through the whole body with warm linnen
cloathes, above and below, on the right side
and the left, and round about: to the end
to draw the blood and spirits from within
outwards . . . and thereby the parts shall be

nourished and restored." The book ends
with a section of medico-legal importance
"on writing reports." In this section Pare
"instructs the Chirurgion in making or
framing his reports, or opinion, eyther of
the death of any person, or of the weaknesse
or deprivation of any member in the function
or execution of its proper duty."

Pare was expert in making post-mortem
examinations, but I should be glad to have
a modern pathologist's opinion on the signs
of death from lightning as described by Pare.
This is a good book.

ZACHARY COPE.
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