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interpretation of the scans. Since this book
deals with interpretation, and not with the
technique of producing a scan, it is unlikely
soon to become out of date. The clinical
usefulness of radioactive scanning is such
that there can be little doubt that all hos-
pitals should have access to this diagnostic
technique, and the need for reference atlases
like this one is likely to increase greatly.

E. S. WILLIAMS.

Early Days in
Anaesthesia

The Battle for Oblivien : The Discovery of

Anaesthesia, By Betty MacQuitty.

200; ﬂlustrated. 40s.) London: Georgé
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“ We are going to try a Yankee dodge today,
gentlemen,” said Robert Liston at University
College Hospital in 1846. So anaesthesia
came to Britain, like instant coffee and credit
cards.

William Morton was a bit of a crook.
His scheme was selling doctors and dentists
licences for using ether: fifty dollars for five
years in small towns, two thousand dollars
for three in big ones. Surgeons would get
special rates, a straight twenty-five per cent.
of the operating fee. C. T. Jackson, the
chemist who claimed to have put up the idea
of etherization in the first place, naturally
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wanted a slice of the cake. When he didn’t
get it, he tried blackmail. They were still
wrangling before a Congressional Committee
when Morton died in Central Park, New
York, at the age of 48.

On the periphery was poor, psychotic
Horace Wells with his laughing gas. At
his big moment in Massachusetts General
Hospital it didn’t work. The students, ever
touchy on such matters, imagined he was
making fools of them and booed. He came
to a premature bad end by severing his
femoral artery with a razor while in jail.

Mrs. MacQuitty has done a readable and
conscientious book about all this. There are
lots of attractive pictures, and a trendy fore-
word from Professor C. N, Barnard.
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Under the title Acrodystrophic Neuropathy,
the authors describe a syndrome comprising
a triad of clinical features—namely, indolent
perforating ulcers on the soles of the feet,
sensory loss beginning distally in the legs
and at first selectively affecting pain and
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temperature appreciation, and, thirdly, de-
struction of the bones of the feet. The early
part of the book is historical, discussing the
concept of “lumbosacral syringomyelia,”
which was initially considered to be the
explanation, and the later realization that the
syndrome is a manifestation of peripheral
neuropathy, usually genetically determined.
A review of the literature on this and related
conditions indicates that the clinical picture
is non-specific, as it is observed in several
different disorders. This is borne out by
the 16 patients from South Wales whom the
authors have studied personally and whose
case bistories are given in detail. None the
less, they feel that a descriptive term to em-
brace all cases of the syndrome of trophic
ulcers, sensory neuropathy, and erosion of
bone is clinically helpful.

This book provides an interesting historical
survey and a comprehensive review of the
reports that have been made on these un-
common but important cases, although the
final appraisal is perhaps somewhat nihilistic.
The statement * extensive biochemical inves-
tigations are unhelpful and unnecessary ” is
possibly applicable to routine clinical manage-
ment, but is unlikely to lead to a further
understanding of the condition. The dis-
covery of metabolic defects in a number of
hereditary neuropathies has been an exciting
advance in recent years and should encourage
the search for a metabolic disturbance in the
many types of hereditary neuropathy that are
so far unexplained.
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