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in getting suitable placements for such
children, and imply deficiences in the health
and educational services in this respect.

It is unfortunate that Dr. Agatha
Bowley's chapter on assessment is so short,
since adequate psychological appraisal of
such children is the kernel of the matter.
Nearly half of the 157 children labelled as
the "abnormal group" are shown as "untest-
able," which is worrying since most
children, however disturbed, can be given
some sort of provisional assessment of their
objective performance on some observational
scale or other. The table of results of psy-
chological testing merely shows "I.Q." and
does not indicate chronological or mental
age, so that it is difficult to see how far the
claim that "subnormality" is responsible for
failure of communication is justified,
especially when 15 children with an I.Q.
above 70 are included as subnormal. The
authors point out that these children had
considerable emotional overlay, but it is
then pertinent to ask why they did not put
them in their category of "subnormal and
emotional disturbance."

The generalizations made on aetiology are
not warranted by the size of the samples or
the available data, and it is a pity that in
such a small book the authors did not
devote all their space to a description of
patients and techniques. The chapters by
Joan Taylor, teacher of the deaf, on auditory
assessment and teaching are particularly
valuable, as is the brief note on research
and conditioning techniques by Ian Evans,
which could with advantage have been
expanded.

BRIAN KIRMAN.

Bacteriologist's Life
The Birth of Penicillin. Ronald Hare. (Pp.
235; 63s.) George Allen & Unwin. 1970.

Despite its title this book is really Professor
Hare's scientific autobiography, and because
he has spent his scientific life in
laboratories where exciting developments

were in progress he can recount from per-
sonal observation and experience the way in
which the advances were really made.
Professor Hare is fond of debunking, and
many of his descriptions of personalities and
events have a candour rarely encountered so
soon after the events described.
A great part of the book concerns the

discovery of pencillin. The tradition that the
penicillium floated in through a window and
settled on a grown culture of staphylococci
is shown to be almost certainly fallacious; a
remarkable series of chances must have
conspired to produce the effect Fleming
observed.

Professor Hare worked at Queen
Charlotte's at the time the sulphonamides
were introduced for the treatment of
puerperal sepsis, and in Toronto at a time
when the Connaught Laboratory had to
undertake large scale production of
penicillin. He tells of these and other exper-
iences with verve, spice, and darts. This is
a readable and revealing book.

R. E. 0. WILLIAMS.
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