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thirds of them think that he should initiate
discussion about it with anybody who has
just had a baby. He is, in fact, little more
than a prescriber of the “pill” which he often
does without first examining his patient and
discussing her anxieties about its side effects.
His knowledge of other methods of family
planning is minimal and his estimate of the
proportion of his patients who are actually
taking the pill is greatly over the mark.

The author ends with the hope that this
book will encourage more general practi-
tioners, health visitors, and other profes-
sionals to offer a wider range of advice. But
further stimulus is needed. A family plan-
ning list, restricted like the obstetric list to
properly trained general practitioners paid
by item of service fees, would provide it.
Making skilled advice easily accessible to
everyone would prevent most of the
unwanted legitimate pregnancies and reduce
the number of illegitimate ones. And, what
is more, the reduction in obstetric and
therapeutic abortion costs would more than
finance it.

ANDREW SMITH.

Treating Reticuloses

Leukemia and Lymphoma. Ed. James F.

Holland, M.D. et al. (Pp. 185; $12.75.)

Grune & Stratton. 1970.
The contents of this book previously
appeared as a number of articles in Semi-
nars in Haematology in 1969. The first part
of the book contains chapters on the genetic
aspects, clinical epidemiology, cytochemical
aspects, and treatment of acute leukaemia.
The second part has four chapters devoted
to the treatment of chronic myelocytic
leukaemia, chronic lymphatic leukaemia,
and the radiotherapy and chemotherapy of
lymphoma. Both parts are preceded by in-
troductions by the authors. The editors of
Seminars are to be congratulated on their
decision to produce these excellent articles
as a book and so make them more generally
available. Although this book is heavily
biased in the direction of therapy it reflects
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the great strides that have been made in
the last few years not only in the introduc-
tion of new drugs but in the more effective
use of drugs used previously.

It would be invidious to distinguish
between contributors, but the chapters on the
treatment of acute leukaemia by E. S. Hen-
derson and chronic myelocytic leukaemia by
D. A. G. Galton are probably the most
authoritative reviews available. The critical
account of genetic aspects of leukaemia by
W. W. Zuelzer and D. E. Cox conclude that
the three major forms of leukaemia are
genetically unrelated. They can find no evi-
dence for genetic factors operating in
chronic myelocytic leukaemia, and believe
that genetic factors play only a minor role
in chronic lymphatic leukaemia and acute
leukaemia. They state that results in this
field are meagre and contradictory, and it is
interesting therefore to see that J. F.
Fraumeni jun. in a later chapter on
epidemiology in the same volume implies a
greater role for genetic factors than these
authors.

The cytochemical aspects of leukaemia
and lymphoma are discussed by F. Hayhoe
who, besides defining the role of these tech-
niques in the diagnosis and control of treat-
ment, gives an interesting insight into how
cytochemical techniques may be used in
basic research in these diseases. The radio-
therapy and chemotherapy of lymphoma
and other reticuloses are discussed by R. E.
Johnson, J. E. Ultman, and D. D. Nixon.
Useful consideration is given to present
problems such as the role of radiotherapy
versus chemotherapy in stage IIT Hodgkin’s
disease, and the new approaches of inten-
sive systemic therapy combined with
extended radiotherapy in lymphosarcoma
and reticulum cell sarcoma. R. T. Silver
completes the review of therapy with a crit-
ical account of the therapy available for
chronic lymphatic leukaemia.

This book is recommended to anyone
who wants a clear, concise, and up-to-date
review of the subject.
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A History of Medical Bacteriology and
Immunology. W. D. Foster, M.D.,
M.R.C.Path. (Pp. 232; 40s.) Heinemann.
1970.

Medical bacteriology now has a history of
well over a century, but the subiject has
lacked a recent account of its development.
Dr. Foster’s book provides, in relatively
short compass, a readable account of the
discovery of the principal pathogenic bacteria
and of the methods for their identification.

The greater part of the book deals with
the discoveries of the late nineteenth cen-
tury, when hardly a year went by without
the identification of some new pathogen.
1938 is taken as the end date, so excluding
the main developments in antibiotics and
the revelations of molecular biology. The
20th century up to 1938 is seen to be a flat
period in the development of - medical
microbiology and no true account could
make much of it exciting. But history
should concern itself also with inquiry into
the reason for flat periods and indicate the
areas from which subsequent developments
were to spring. One has the feeling that Dr.
Foster gains a much greater thrill from the
giants of the golden age, whose work is
presented in considerable detail. Even so, it
is surprising that neither Fleming nor
penicillin receive a mention.

Two criticisms can be offered of this
useful book, one on content and one on
presentation. Though setting out to describe
the medical aspects of bacteriology, there
seems too little account of the general
medical context of the bacteriologists’ work;
we are told what they did and thought but
not how they fared in the environment of
the hospital and clinic nor how their work
seemed to their contemporaries. Even so, the
book is certainly valuable and would be a
pleasure to read were it not for the quite
remarkable number of misprints.
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