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Fetus and Placenta

Pathophysiology of Gestation. Vol. 2 Fetal-
Placental Disorders. Nicholas S. Assali. (Pp.
357; $25.) Academic Press. 1972.

Research in the biological sciences these past
ten to fifteen years has made notable contri-
butions to knowledge of the scientific basis
of human reproduction. This second part of
a three-volume treatise forms an excellent
postgraduate reference book, for the editor
and his collaborators have selected very well
and most critically from the vast world-wide
literature now available.

The first chapter covers disorders of
placental transfer and deals not only with
the physiological processes involved but also
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with the clinical implications of placental
dysfunction and “small for gestational age”
babies. In addition, the various physiological
and pharmacological tests used to determine
placental function are critically examined.
The second chapter deals with placental
endocrine function and includes an assess-
ment of the various methods used to study
placental hormone production. Due atten-
tion is paid to the clinical implications of
various patterns of placental production of
progesterone and polypeptide hormones. The
increasing importance of amniotic fluid
studies is recognized in Chapter 3, with
sections on fluid volume and the constitution
and dynamics of the fluid constituents.
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Recent work on the relationship between
amniotic fluid constituents and the gesta-
tional age of the fetus is well presented and
reviewed. The following chapter is concerned
with genetic factors affecting fetal growth
and development and with the early recogni-
tion of chromosomal abnormalities. In the
final chapter there is an account of the way
in which environmental factors can produce
fetal abnormalmes, and possible means of
prevention are discussed.

Each chapter has an extensive list of
references to the relevent literature and a
helpful feature is the author index at the end
of the book.

J. K. RUSSELL

Skin Diseases under the

An Introduction to the Diagnostic Histo-
pathology of the Skin. J. A. Milne, F.R.CP.
(Pp. 363; £9.) Edward Arnold. 1972.

This is not a textbook of skin pathology,
nor is it a reference book or an atlas. It is
rather a benchbook for day-to-day assistance
in the diagnosis of skin lesions by histologi-
cal examination. It is profusely illustrated
by crisp black and white photomicrographs,

Microscope

which are of ocourse far more valuable for
the purposes of diagnosis and comparison
than colour pictures. In view of the non-
descript nature of much skin pathology the
author’s task is sometimes hard, but in many
places, as in his account of the Kveim re-
action, the textual remarks are very helpful.
In addition, the reader receives a firm im-
pression of the handing on of hard-won
personal experience. The book will not

satisfy the experienced skin pathologist, but
it should prove very useful to the less
specialized pathologist who has to look at
biopsy specimens of skin and make up his
mind about them. It should be equally
valuable to the dermatologist who wishes
to learn about the histology of the lesions
he diagnoses and treats.

W. G. SPECTOR

Medicine in South Africa

South Africa: Its Medical History 1652-
1898. A Medical and Social Study. Percy
Ward Laidler, D.P.H., and Michael Gelfand,
C.B.E., F.R.C.P. (Pp. 536; price not given).
C. Struik (Pty) Ltd., Cape Town, 1971.

By the time of his death in 1945 Dr. P. W.
Laidler had published a number of important
books and papers on the medical and social
history of South Africa and, in addition, he
left a rough draft manuscript which forms
the basis of the present work. In 1964 Pro-
fessor Gelfand was asked to undertake its
preparation for the press, a task which in-
volved not merely editing but considerable
further research. He has performed a valu-
able service to historical scholarship, for
clearly Laidler had accumulated a mass of
most interesting detail derived to a great
extent from the archives of Cape Town,
early South African newspapers and
pamphlets, various Government reports, and

so on—material not readily available else-
where in the world.

The early history of South Africa is linked
in an unusually intimate way with its
medical history. The original purpose of
European settlement at the Cape of Good
Hope was to provide a place where the
sick from the crews of Dutch East Indiamen
might be put ashore and cared for, and the
leader of the first Dutch settlers who landed
at Table Bay in 1652, Johann van Riebeeck,
was a barber-surgeon turned merchant.
Among the original party of 126 there were
two surgeons, as well as van Riebeeck him-
self, a “sick comforter,” and several barber
apprentices. But Laidler and Gelfand’s book
is very much more than a history of medicine
in South Africa, being replete as well with
much detailed information of social, econ-
omic, and political history. Indeed, the gen-
eral reader may be overwhelmed by the bulk
of factual material—population statistics,
ration scales, hospital inventories, tables of

wages, prices etc—but it is all invaluable to
the serious historian. The book contains
much biographical material, and many an
unknown name now has its small place in
history. Major figures are dealt with in the
text, but a most useful feature is the brief
biographical notes inserted with the refer-
ences at the ends of the chapters. The illus-
trations likewise include many portraits
which could hardly be found elsewhere.

The period covered in this book spans
about 250 years of South African history
from the landing of van Riebeeck with his
two surgical colleagues in 1652 to about
1897, when the South African Medical
Association boasted 250 members. It is
hardly possible in the space of a brief re-
view to indicate the scope of the narrative,
but it is unusually wide for a work of medi-
cal history and is all the more fascinating
for that.

W. D. FOSTER

SELECTED NEW TITLES

The Pneumonias. Hobart A. Reimann, M.D.
(Pp. 215; £7-40.) Adam Hilger. 1972.

Tumors of Bone and Cartilage. Atlas of Tumor
Pathology 2nd series. Fascile 5. Harlan J. Spjut,
M.D., Howard D. Dorfman, M.D., (Pp. 454;
Price not given) American Registry of Pathology,
Washington. 1972.

Mechanisms Regulating the Discharge of Moto-
neurons. Ragnar Granit, M.D. (Pp. 78; £2.50.)
Liverpool University Press. 1972.

Colour Atlas of Histopathology. Revised edn.
R. C. Curran, F.R.C.Path.,, F.R.S. (Edin.) (Pp.
94; £5.75.) Harvey Miller and Medcalf. 1972.
Operative Anatomy of the Thorax. Edward A.
Edwards, M.D., Paul D. Malone, A.B., and John
J. Collins, Jnr., M.D. (@Pp. 246; £7-90.)
Kimpton. 1972.

Blood Transfusion in Clinical Medicine. Sth
edn. P. L. Mollison, F.R.S. (Pp. 830; £8.)
Blackwell. 1972.

The Use of the Scanning Electron Microscope.
J. W. S. Hearle, J. T. Sparrow, and P. M.
Cross. (Pp. 278; £8-80.) Pergamon. 1972.
Functional Anatomy and Histology of the Lung.
Chuzo Nagaishi, M.D. (Pp. 295; $49-50.)
University Park Press. 1972.

Zinsser Microbiology 15th edn. Ed. Wolfganag
K. Joklik, D.Phil, and David T. Smith, M.D.
(Pp. 1120); £23~75.) Applcton-Ccntury-Crofts,
New York. 1972.
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M. Lewis, A. C. K. Lockie, D. T. Lord, D. H.
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C. McLaren, Sheelagh H. McMorran, Knmlyn E.
McL. McNeil, P. J. McWatt, Joyce E. B.
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P. Marwood, Muneera B. Masood, N. D. Maurice,
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Miller, J. D. T. Miller, R. D. J.
Monro, P. A. R. Morley, C. D. Morns, P A
Morris, R. D. Morrison, R. M. Motnson,
Morsman, P. G. Murdin, Satya R. Nng-

hury, Ehzabet.h Nainan, R. Neale, M.
Newby, W. N. Nobbs, Patricia M Noms, Ehmbeth
A. Numll Eileen P. O'Kane, Adebola T. Okoisor,
R. J. Olhver, Pamela A. Owens, R. J. Palmer,
Jyotsna Parekh, R. D. Parkin, D. W. Parkinson,
Divyabala G. Patel R. H. Pawson, C.BI. Pen-

mer, Iudnh M. Pusey, s. Qamar-uz-Zaman,
Kulkarni _Raghavendra,  Angela H. Rawling,
Christine P. V. Reid, Jennifer K. Richmond,
G. Riddoch, J. K. Roberts, I. F. Robinson, I.
W. Rodrick, A. C. Ruddle, Navaretnam Sahatheva
Rajan, I. M. St. George, R. A. Savage, R. H.
Savage, E. T. Scrase, D. T. Selvadurai, Pamela
I Seymour, Natverlal K. Shah, J. W. Shepherd

A. Shevlin, Heather G. Sims Wi s,  G.
Smg, Debi P. Sinha, Mary R.' Smith, Vicki J.
Smith, Anne G. Stacey, Jillian K. V. Stanley-
Jones, A. J. Style, S. K. Sullivan, Patricia A.
Suthe therland, Margaret C. Tansley, A. K. Tanswell,
S. K. Thomns, J. Titmas, Joanna L. Towill,
C. D. Travis, Gillian M. Vanhegan, Alison E.
Wager, A. K. Y. Walker, G. R. Walker, N.
Walker, T. A. N. Waller, A. Walsh, G. J.
Walsh, Amanda G. Ward, Angela Watson, J. M.
Watt, B. R. Watterson, Gillian K. Webster, C.
N. Westwood, & B. White, Frances E. Whiting, M.
W. Whitley, W. Whittlesey, R. Willcox, D.
G. Williams, Penelope S. Williams, A. W. Willis,
Jennifer M. Wintle, é R. Wltchnlls, C. P. Wong,
C. Y. Wong, D. J. Woodman,
C. P. Woodyatt, G. J. Womll ‘Heather J. M.
Wynburne, Woon-Chi Yip.

FACULTY OF RADIOLOGISTS

The following candidates, having satisfied the exam-
iners, have been admitted Fellows:
Radiodiagnosis.—M. F. Anderson, S. Barkat, P.
J. Briers, Christine Butcher, A. T. Carty, B. V.
Clegg, R. F. Colbert, Ann Dmmond A. W.
can, J. F. Dyet, W. T. Easson, . Goldin,
. W. Greene, J. E. Houghton, F. M. Kelvm, L.
evin, V. L. McAllister, D. P. McCarthy, G.
cfie, A. Mackintosh, M. V. Merrick, M. P.
Molloy, {mNolnn, W. J. Norman, P. F. Packer,
G.J]. S Patel, M. D. Rosewarne, K. J
Shah, Hnlary S. Skene Smith, L. B. Skerker, Joan
Watters, D. J. lekmson, J. G Williams, B. R.
Williamson, G. R. Faithfull, P. A. G. Jackson,
g). Kermond, F. J. Palmer, P. L., Sprague, D. R
sborne.
The Rohan Williams prize has been awarded to
Dr. P. L. Sprague (Perth, Australia).
Radiotherapy.—Ratankumari S. Bundx, Eileen R.
Busby, Margaret R. Sandland, W. M. Shehata, M.
L. Sutton, D. R. Wigg.
The Rohan Williams medal has been awarded to
Dr. M. L. Sutton (Hammersmith Hospital).

ROYAL COLLEGES OF PHYSICIANS OF THE
UNITED KING!

At a meeting of the Royal College of Physicians of
London_held on 26 October, at a meeting of the
Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh held on
2 November, and at a meetiug of the Royal Col-
lege of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow held
on 6 November the following were elected mem-
bers of the Royal Colleges of Physicians of the
United Kingdom:

K. A. Abbas, 0 El-D. Abdel-Aal, S. M. Ahuja,
A. A. Ali, M. A. Ali, M. Aman, P. Ll. Amlot,
A. J. O. Anuo, D. B. Appleton, M. M. Ashraf,

'ckg R, Bib bgelff SG lBl Begﬂtar,] B. JK Bhow-
mick, R. J. Bibby, 1ssenen,ean Bowyer
R. L. Brearley, D. S. K. Brookfield, P. Brown:
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