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DR. RYAN.—A RESULT OF INTOXICATION.

my claim to the invention of an apparatus for applying
steam as a remedial agent, and likewise to the introduction
of water-dressing in this country.

I cannot suppose Mr. Liston to be so ignorant of the
history of surgery, as not to know that water was used by
Hippocrates, and by many eminent men on the continent,
during the last three centuries. From the number of my
pupils who graduated every year in Scotland, the doctrines
and practice I taught in my lectures, must have been no
secret in Edinburgh. The Thesis which Dr. Nolan pub-
lished (I think in 1825, if not an earlier date), was on the
use of water in surgery, as taught by me. 1 therefore
suppose that Mr. Liston’s pupils must have misunderstood
their master, as attributing to himself the discovery of a
remedy to which I first gave the name of water-dressing,
when used in the way I directed.

It would not be quite just to pronounce on the merits of
M. Duval’s steam machinery, a: I have not seen it ; but
from the description given of it Ishould suppose it to be very
complicated, and exceedingly like the numerous attempts
I made with tubes and stop-cocks, before I hit upon the
simple apparatus that has been in use now for more than
twenty years. I should think also that M. Duval's ma-
chine is not capable of generating steam at 2 low tempera-
ture, which is effected in mine, in consequence of its wide
funnel-shaped opening, and which is a circumstance of
great importance in the treatment of some states of inflam-
mation, and in certain injuries.

If in the case communicated of the boy with tetanus from
lacerated leg, his limb had been in the first instance placed
in steam, and retained there for twenty-four hours, and no
sutures employed, he would in all probability have escaped
tetanus, and certainly in that time the wound would have
been free from tumefaction, and the edges would be ap-
proaching each other.

Although, without partiality, I am disposed to believe
M. Duval’s apparatus to be inferior to my own, I should
not be surprised to see it preferred and adopted. The taste
for complicated machinery still prevails amongst surgeons,
as they have been taught to estimate more highly the re-
sources of art, than the operations of nature.

I wish to take this opportunity of observing that those
persons who, from prejudice, confirmed habits of thinking,
or actual ignorance of the animal economy, suppose that
nature is unable or indisposed to repair injuries, unless by
some process of inflammation, will never understand the
value nor reap the benefit of water dressing, and steam,
and of several other points of treatment of equal impor-
tance with these. Such persons will be continually thwarting
their own endeavours, and meeting with disappointments,
Until it be generally acknowledged as a fundamental dog-
ma, that inflammation is neither sary nor sanatory,
surgery will not rise to the rank of a science, but will
Temain an empirical art, such as it has desconded to us
from the dark periods of human knowledge.—I am, gen-
tlemen, your very obedient servant,

Dec. 22, 1840.

JaMEs MacARTNEY.

THE LATE DR. RYAN.

We sincerely regret to hear that the late Dr. Ryan has
left a widow and four infant children in a most destitute
situation. The following letter has been addressed to the
widow, on the part of the Committee of the Metropolitan
Free Hospital, of which Dr. Ryan had been a physician.

29, CareY StREET, LincoLs's Inn FieLps,
Dec. 18, 1810.

Mapau—I am directed by the Committee of Manage-
ment of the Metropolitan Free Hospital, to lay before you
the foilowing portion of the minutes taken at their last
meeting, on Wednesday evening. .

TO THE COMMITTEE AND GOVERNORS OF THE METROPOLITAN
FREE HOSPITAL.

The Medical Officers beg to announce to the Committee
and Governors of the Hospital, the melancholy and prema-
ture decease of their colleague, Dr. Ryan. The circum-
stances attending this sad event are calculated to excite in
their minds unusual feelings of regret; for they have not
only been deprived of an active, intelligent, and kind-
hearted colleague, and one whom they feel it will be
difficult to replace, but they have also to de(])lore the hope-
less and destitnte condition of his widow and children, who
were entirely dependant upon Dr. Ryan’s professional and
literary exertions, and who are new thrown upon the
world without a refuge, unless speedy relief be afforded
them by the benevolence of the profession and public.
‘The long and faithful services rendered by Dr. Ryan to
this institution, constitute, in the opinion of the medical
officers, a very strong reason for their pressing upon the com-
mittee and the governors at large, the expediency of taking
such measures as may testify their regret at the loss of
their valuable physician, and their sympathy in the de-
plorable state of his widow and family.

(Signed) ©  Physicians, Joux Stecaart, M.D.
G. A. T. WiLks, M.D.

Surgeons, A. TwEekepIE.

P. B. Lucas.

Joun Leete Evaxp.

Resolved,—That the following minute be entered upon
the books, and a copy sent to the widow of the late Dr.
Ryan:—

“The Committee of the Metropolitan Free Hospital, Carey
Street, receive with deep regret the melancholy announce-
ment of the premature decease of their late respected senior
physician, Dr. Ryan, and feel it imperative upon them to
give their unanimous testimony to his constant zeal and
energy, in the benevolent objects of this institution, from
its commencement ; his ski\]l and kindness towards the
numerous suffering patients under his care; and his inva-
riable urbanity as a gentleman to all the members of the
committee; and they sincerely sympathise with his be-
reaved widow and family on the irreparable loss they have
sustained.”

Personally I beg to offer my sincere condolence on your
late melancholy bereavement, and to subscribe myself,
madam, your most obedient servant,

C. Tooaoop Downineg.

AN UNTOWARD RESULT OF DRUNKENNESS,

Tae musenm of the Royal College of Surgeons, in
Dublin, contains the picture of a man whose face was eaten
away by a pig, while he was lying in a state of intoxi-
cation. The entire nose, both cheeks, and parts of both
ears, in fact, all the most eatable parts of his face, were
chewed off by the animal; nevertheless, the wounds all
healed, and he recovered ; but of course, with all the dis-
abilities of enuuciation, chewing and swallowing, attendant
on such extensive destrizetion of soft parts. He, notwith-
standing. under generous regimen, contrived, while in hos-
pital, to keep up a good condition of body. His principal
regret lay in the unavoidable disuse of his tobacco-pipe.
The picture exhibits him, after the wounds had all healed,
without nose or ears, but with two beautifully white and
perfect rows of naked teeth.—Dr. Houston’s Catalogue.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS IN LONDON.
LIST OF GENTLEMEN ADMITTED MEMBERS.
Fridgy, December 18, 1840.

James Parett, George William Pretty, John Buck,
William Collard Pyne, George Cordy Edwards, Henry
Thomas Webster Harper, Onslow Andrews, William Win-
ship, Charles Godson, Edward Leslie Falloon, Joseph
Chapman, Michael York, John Tuckey Travers.
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UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.

S8ECOND EXAMINATION FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF
MEDICINE.—NOVEMBER, 1840.
EXAMINATION FOR HONOURS.

The names are arranged in the order of proficiency.

Physiology & Comparative Anatomy.—*+ Richard Quain,
University College; + John Paddon, University College ;
Edwin Wing, School of Physic in Ireland.

Surgery.—+ John Charles Bucknill, University College ;
Thomas ()'Meara, Mercers’ Hospital, Dublin; Thomas
Williams, Guy’s Hospital, and Webb-street; Richard Quain,
University College.

edicine. —® + Thomas O'Meara, Mercers’ Hospital,
Dublin; 4 John Douglas Strang, University College; John
Charles Bucknill, University College ; Edwin Wing, School
of Physic in Ireland; Thomas Williams, Guy’s Hospital,
and Webb-street.J N

Midwifery.—+ John Douglas Strang, University College ;
RichardfeQrznin, Universit)g College ; Thomas tyWilliatgns,
G‘:SY" Hospital, and Webb-street.

tructural and Physiological Botany.— John Douglas
Strang, University College.

EXAMINATION POR THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF MEDICINE.
NOVEMBER, 1840.
Anthony French Carpenter; M. B. Lond.
* To each of these gentlemen has been awarded a University Medical

Scholarship of £30 a year, for tw:xye;n.
+ To each of these, a Gold Medal of the value of £5.

BOOKS RECEIVED.

First Report on the Progress of Legal Education in
Ireland, from the Principal of the Dublin an Institute, &e.
Hodies & Smith, Dublin. 1840.

(The Professor of Medical Jurisprudence, attached to
the Law Institute, is a Medical Man—Dr. Thomas Brady.)

On the Sympathetic Relations between the Stomach and
Brain, &c. &. By Cuaries Wiantian, M.D. Simpkin
& Co. London. 1840.

Diseases of the Lungs; a Tabular View of the Signs
furnished by the Stethoscope, and by Percussion, &c. B
O’'Bryex Berinouam, M.D. &c. Fannin & Co. Dublin,

Diseases of the Heart; a Tabular View of the Signs fur-

nished by the Stethoscope and by Percussion. By O'Briex
Berrineuan, M.D. Longman & Co. London.
ERRATUM.
in the Provincial Poor-hw.Re'yort, 198, col. 1, note §, for ““one
shilling and threepence one-! ,” read ‘“ t| ‘pence one-third.”
e —
ADVERTISEMENTS.
SQUINTING.

COXETER & CO. beg to inform the Profes-
sion, that they will forward per post, pre-paid, on remittance of
30s. or a respectable reference in London, a CASE of INSTRUM ENTS
for STRABISMUS, containing Liston’s or Lucas’s Hooks, Scissors,
Forcep n‘;ed -'sn",m U lf:t dﬁpmi;i‘ thewlower‘ lid (used and
recomme! r. Liston, Mr. Lucas, ire ditto, for u
neatly fitted inb{mdnmo case. » ’ pPen
Duffin’s, Guthrie’s, Adams’s,

tion in Cases, and sep s
make and quality.

23, GrarToN STREET, opposite University College, London.

TO SURGEONS, CHEMISTS, &c.

RAY’'S IMPROVED SUSPENSORY

BANDAGES, fi d at 118, Holborn Hill. Recommended
by the late Mr. Avernethy for their excellent adaptation. Wholesale
prices for Cash only. Best Jean 10s. per dozen; ditto, with Fronts, 12. 16s.
ger dozen ; Wove, or Knitted Silk, 1. 7s. per dogen ; ditto, with detached

andage, 1/. 16s. per dozen; India Dimity, with veal China Net Silk
Purses, 24, 8s. per dosen ; ditto, with Elastic Springs, 3. 12s. per dozen.
Steel Spring Trusses for Hernia. properly adapted. "Laced Stockings and
Kuee Pieces.  Ladies’ Umbilical Belts, Bandages, &c. Spine Supporters.
G::;lemcn’- Min:‘ Belu..::. .:mﬂmw Gentiemen can be sup-
plied with articies of the ve adapted for all Surgical puz-
Panes, on the shortess netics. pox

all other Instruments for the Opera-
8 I of the very best

— o ————————
Just published, price 1s.

FEW FACTS relative to VACCINATION.

By Hexry W. Liverr, M.R.C.S. Surgeon to the Workhouse
at Wells, &c.

‘“ We, not from postulated or precarious inferences, entreate a courteous
;ssent, but from experimentes and undeniable results.”—Sir Thomas
rowne.

London: Simpkin, Marshall, & Co.; Ball, Wells; and all Booksellers.
EAY AND ROBINSON,

GENERAL CUTLERS, SURGICAL INSTRUMENT, AND PATENT

ELAsTIC SPRING TRUSS MANUFACTURERS, 87, Church-street, Liverpool.

CUTLERY, in every variety ; INSTRUMENTS, on the most recent
and approved principles in operative Surgery ; APPARATUS, for Dis-
tortions, Spinal Curvatnre, Deformity, and Debility ; TRUSSES, adapted
to all the varieties of Hernia ; BANDAGES for all Surgical purposes ;
Artificial LEGS, ARMS, &c.

Repairing, Grinding, Polishing, Setting, &c. LANCETS of the finest
quality. .

ST(;MACH PUMPS, ENEMA SYRINGES, and every variety of
SYRINGES for Surgical uses ; and all Articles appertaining to the trade
for the supply of Surgeons, Druggists, Public Hospitals, &c.

PROVINCIAL MEDICAL AND SURGICAL

JOURNAL, Edited by Dr. HEXNXIS GREEN (London), and Dr.
STREETEN ( Worcester).

At a late branch-meeting of the Provincial Medical and Surgical Asso-
ciation at Bridgewater, it was unanimously resolved. “ That the meeting
take this opportunity of strongly stating their satisfaction that the Pro-
VINCIAL MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL has been established, and
pledge themselves to give their cordial support to the Editors in their
laudable undertaking.”

The chief objects of the JouRN AL are—1st, To represent in an adequate
manner, Medical Science in the Provinces. 2d. To serve as an organ of

ication b the b of the different Associations
hrough the Kingd The JourNAL (being stamped) can be for-
warded 3y posé to any part of the British domiuions.
TERMS OF BURSCRIPTION :
One Year, 11. 10s.—Six Mouths, 152.—Single Number, 6d. (Stamped, 7d.)
Single numbers may be obtained from any Bookseller or Newsman.

To be had also of the Publishers, Messrs. WiLL1AM BALL and Co.
Paternoster-row.

N.B A post-office order, for six or twelve months, can be obtained at
any post-office.

HURCH OF ENGLAND LIFE AND FIRE
ASSURANCE, TRUST AND ANNUITY INSTITUTION, 6,
Kixe WILLIAM STREET, CI1TY, and 7, ST. MARTIN'S PLACE, TRAFAL-
GAR SQUaRE. Capital, 1,000,000/, (Oune-tenth of the eutire profits will
be applied to the relief of distressed and aged Clergymen, and the Widows
and Orphans of Clergymen, who may be recommended by the Bishops,
or by the Clergy of their respective localitics.)
PATRONS.
His Grace the Duke of Beaufort.
His Grace the Duke of Buccleuch.
The Right Rev the Lord bishop of Worcester.
The Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Oxford.
The Right Rev. the Lord Birhop of Gloucester and Bristol.
'he Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of St. Da:id's.
The Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Chichester.
The Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Jamaica.
DIRECTORS.
William Sloane, Esq., 37, Wimpole Street, CHAIRMAN.
Major Adair, 8enior United Ser- | John M'Clure, Esq. 8, Broad St.-

vice Club. buildings.
John Anderson, Esq. H.E.I.C.8. M. N. Macdonald, Esq. W.8.
William Camp Craue, Esq. 12, Edinhurgh.

Copthall-eourt. Captain Macdougall, Fir Grove,
Robert Kaye Greville, Esq. LL.D. North Brixton.
Edinburgh. George Sioane, Esq. Temple.

Benjamin Jackson, Esq. 28, Gor-
don Street, Gordon Square.
Rev. H. J. Knapp, 62, Mortimer

Adam Urqubhart, Esq. Advocate,
Edinburgh.

Sir William White, 15, St. James's
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Street.
TABLE OF RATES.
ASCENDING SCALE.

Age.| With | Without

Profit. | Profit. Jlp;; iGeven|Sec Seven|Thd.Seven

Years. Y ears. Years.

£ s d|L s df B d)] £ d| £ d
20 117 4 11311 120 113 0] 2 4 0
30 2,610 2 2 7 1 80| 2 20} 216 O
40 3 86 217 & 119 0| 218 6| 818 0
50 418 4| 4 41 3 0 2 410 3| 6 0 4

The necessary forms for effecting Assurauces, and every information
relative to the great advantages enjoyed by the Assurers in this Institu-
tion, may be obtained of X

BENJAMIN JACKSON, Managing Director,
6, King William Street, City.
A liberal Comsmnission allowed to Solicitors and Agents,



