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by the side of gold, mercury, iodine, and arsenic. It
does not produce any of the dangerous effects which have
been attributed to mercury, and differs from it in its mode
of action. '

PURIFICATION OF SESQUIOXIDE OF IRON,
INTENDED TO BE USED AS AN ANTIDOTE TO ARSENIC.

It has been known for some time that metallic iron con-
tains arsenic ; and it has been asserted lately by M. Couerbe
that all specimens of the oxide also contain arsenic. From
a communicafion on this subject, published in a recent
number of the Literary Gazette, it may be collected that
iron, very frequently, but not always, contains arsenic;
and that the latter metal exists in the best specimens of
English, French, and Swedish iron. It is probable, there-
fore, that the sesquioxide (exammonia) frequently contains
arsenic.

Dr. Schafhaenthl gives the following directions for cb-
taining the purified oxide.

¢ The salts of iron from which the hydrate of the per-
oxide of iron is to be prepared for medical purposes, ought
to be perfectly freed from arsenic, by dropping the neutral
solution of the iron salt into sulphydrate of ammenia.
After digestion for a few hours in a moderate temperature,
the precipitated sulphuret of iron will be perfectly free from
arsenic as well as sulphuric acid, and after being washed
upon a filter, may be dissolved in aqua regia, and then used
for the preparation of the hydrate.’

The importance of purifying the oxide to be used as an
antidote to arsenic i8 so obvious, that it is hardly necessary
to urge the propriety of attending to this precaution.

It 13 evident that the mere detection of arsenic in the
alimentary canal, &c. cannot be deemed conclusive of
poisoning, in instances in which the impure oxide has been
administered, inasmuch as that substance often contains
arsenic ; but, nevertheless, we think that the cases in which
the discovery of arsenic, by analysis, should be considered
insufficient to prove that substance to have been the cause of
death, may be reduced to a very small number indeed, by
attention to the following very simple rules:—1st. A portion
of the oxide should be preserved and analysed, in order to
ascertain the absence or presence of arsenic, and, if it be
present, its relative proportion. 2d. The entire quantity of
oxide administered should be noted down. 3d. The whole
intestinal canal, as well as the stomach, the contents of the
stomach and the matter vomited, &c. should be submitted
to 'analysis. 4th. The arsenic procured by the medico-
legal analysis should be accurately weighed. In this way
data may be obtained which may enable us to conclude
that the arsenic extracted by analysis kad not been intro-
duced in union with the oxide of iron, or, at all events, that
the whole of it could not have been thus introduced.

Orfila’s process should be adopted in such cases.*

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS IN LONDON.
LIST OF GENTLEMEN ADMITTED,
On Tuesday, December 22, 1840.

Edward Twining, Arthur John Cridland, William Bul-
man, Thomas Clarke, Thomas Fothergill M*Nay, Corbett
Johnson Cooke, Robert Delafosse Shield, John Edwards,
Joseph Dixon, Edward Henry Chase, Nicholas Lyttieton,
Henry Squire Wilinott, George Banister.

Iopuret or IRoN.—When a solution of the ioduret of
iron comes in contact with atmospheric air, a portion of the
iron is oxydised, and a corresponding quantity of the iodine
is precipitated. Water saturated with sugar possesses the
property of preventing the oxydisation of the iron ; hence
the remedy should always be employed in the following
manner. Take of simple syrup, 200 scruples; liquid
ioduret of iron, one scruple; mix. A teaspoonful of this mix-
ture contains a grain of the dry ioduret.—Journal de Chimie.

* See Dr. Maclagan’s paper on the Sesquioxide of Iron, analysed in the
@fth number of the Provincial Medical and Surgical Journal,

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

In order to make room for the reports from the Eastern Association of
Scotland and from Newcastle (which reached us late in the week), we
have been compelled to exclude many advertisements and communi-
cations. - N .

A Country Subscriber.—Since our correspondent must have an answer,
we have to inform him that, as a literary composition, his letter was
not quite fit for publication. .

Dr. Kennedy’s Address to the Dublin Medico-Chirurgical Society will
appear in our next number. .

The Reports from Guy’s Hospital and the Newcastle Infirmary in our
next. The engraver has not yet finished the engraving for Mr. Baird's
excellent case.

ADVERTISEMENTS.

NEW MEDICINE. :
ANUAL of HOMEOPATHIC MEDICINE

Translated from the Third Edition of G. H. C. JaAnr. By J.
LAurie, M.D. With a Preface by T. Curie, M.D. 2 vols. post 8vo.
Cloth boards. Vol. I. 13s. : .

The ANATOMY of the NERVES of the

UTERUS. By Rosrrr LEg, M.D. F.R.S.L. Folio, with two plates
engraved. Price 8s.

London: H. Bailli¢re, Publisher and Foreign Bookseller, 219, Regent-
street.

HALF-YEARLY MEDICAL JOURNAL.

Just published, 12mo. cloth boards, price 4s. 6d., the S8econd Number,
completing Vol. I. of

'HE RETROSPECT of PRACTICAL MEDI-
- CINE and S8URGERY, for 1840. Containing an abridged Account
or Digest of all the most practical: Papers and Discoveries to be found
scattered in the numerous Medical Journals from July to December, 1840;
and constituting a complete epitome of MEDICINE, SURGERY, and Mip-
WIFERY for the last Half-year. Edited by W. BRaITHWAITE, M.R.C.B,,

&ec., Leeds. ’ .
¢ We think the Editor has shown a considerable degree of judgment in
the selection, ar t, and d ion of the different argicles, and

the judicious remarks which he has appended to many of the subjects,

will be found highly serviceable to the reader. ' Regarding it as the first

of a serjes, we hail its app with lloyed satisfaction.”—AMedical
zette, Sept. 11, 1840.

London: Simpkin, Marshall, & Co. Leeds: G. Cullingworth; and may
be had through any Bookseller. .

TO SURGEONS, CHEMISTS, &c.

‘N? RAY’'S IMPROVED SUSPENSORY

BANDAGES, manufactured at 118, Holborn Hill. Recommended
by the late Mr. Abernethy for their exgell daptati ‘Wholesal
prices for Cash only. Best Jean 10s. per dozen'; ditto, with Fronts, 12.16s.

T dozen ; Wove, or Knitted 8ilk, 1. 7s. per dozen; ditto, with detached
K&ndtge, 14, 16s. per dozen; India Dimity, with real China Net Silk
Purses, 21. 8s. per dozen ; ditto, with Elastic Springs, 34. 12s. per dozen.
Steel Spring Trusses for Hernia. properly adapted.” Laced Stockingsand
Knee Pieces. Ladies’ Umbilical Beits, Bandnges, &c. Spine Supporters.
Gentlemen’s Riding Belts, &e. &¢. Professional Gentlemen can be sup-
plied with articles of the above description, adapted for all Surgical pur-
poses, on the shortest notice. . ' )

ROVINCIAL MEDICAL AND SURGICAL

JOURNAL, Edited by Dr. HENNIS GREEN (Lomdon), and Dr.
STREETEN ( Worcester). ) : :

At a late branch-meeting of the Provincial Medical and Surgical
ciation at Bridgewater, it was unanimously resolved, ** That the meeting
take this opportunity of strongly stating their satisfaction that the Fro-
VINCIAL MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL has been established, and
pledge themselves to give their cordial support to the Editors in their
laudable undertaking.” . I .

The chief objects of the JoURN AL are—1st, To represent in an adequate
manner, Medical Science in the Provinces. 2d. To serve as an organ of
communication between the members of the different Associations
throughout the Kingdom. The JouRNAL (being stamped) can be for-
warded by post to any part of the British dominions. :

. TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION : o .
One Year, 1/. 10s.—Six Months, 15s.—Single Number, 6d. (Slamped, 74d,)

Single nunbers may be obtained from any Bookseller or Newsman.

To be had also of the Publishers, Messrs. WiLLIAM BALL and Co.
Paternoster-row..

N.B. A post-office order, for six or twelve months, can be obtained at
any post-office. .

Printed by Ricuarp CLaY, of No.5, Newmarket Terrace, Cambrid%e
Heath, in the County of Middlesex, at his Printing-office, Nos. 7 and 8,

. Bread-street Hill, in the Parish of St. Nicholas Olave, in the City of

London ; and published by WiLL1AM BALL, of No.34, Paternoster Row,
in the City of London, at No. 34, Pat Row,- Saturday, Jan. 2,
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