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ROYAL MEDICAL & CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY.
Tuesday, Feb. 9, 1841.

SIR B. C. BRODIE, BART., President, in the Chair.

READ, HISTORtY OF A REMARKABLE CASE OF PHLEBITIS, WITH
OBSERVATIONS BY THoMAS HOOKHAM SILVESTER, M.D.,
MEMBER OF THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS, AND PHYSIC1AN
TO TIIE SOUTH LONDON DISPENSARY.

MUCH difference of opinion exists in regard to the treat-
ment of phlebitis, and much remains to be known, respect-
ing its cause, nature, and consequences; all are agreed as
to its danger. It is the object of the author of the paper
to describe the disease, its phenomena during life, and the
pathological appearances after death, as they occurred in
an isolated case. The patient, about 60 years of age, the
subject of piles and large varicose veins in both extremities,
received a slight wound, probably from his razor, in the
upper lip, which was followed by eniormous swelling of the
part, but not much constitutional disturbance. At the end
of fourteen days, the disease appeared to have finished its
course, and the patient to be recovering; it quickly, lhow-
ever, reappeared in the veins on eacli side of the nose, and
progressively extended thlrouglh the numerous ramifications
of the frontal anid temporal vessels, which being opened by
a lancet, poured fortlh in abundanice, "laudable pus."
Encrustations, somethinig like the Ecabs of rupia, appeared
along the track of each vessel; and wheni these were re-
moved, the interior of the vein became exposed, and the
liealing process wenit on by granulation. The symptoms
of the disease were, from the commencement to the termi-
nation, of a very mild character; the patient appeared to
sink under exhaustion at the end of the nintlh week, at a
inoment when pus existed only in a few of the vessels
about Lhe vertex-the process of reparation having been
completed in the lip, sides of the nose, and forelhead. Thie
autopsy discovered pus in the truinks, and a fibrinous
crumbling substance in the ramifications of parts of the
various systems of the scalp; the minuter branches con-
tained a little fluid blood; of which, however, there was a
very small quantity in the whole bodv. No pus globules
could be traced by tlhe microscope. Deposits of pus were
sought for in the several large organs, and in the muscles,
but fruitlessly.
The question of the treatment of phlebitis in its early

stages was discussed.
Sir B. 13RODIE remarked that this treatment must vary

with the varying circumstances and symptoms presented
in eachi case. The disease, as in phlegmasia dolens, miglht
from the first be atonic, and then antiphlogistic means
were forbidden. It might, however, be very acute, and
attended by much constitutional disturbance; tie local
abstraction of blood in these cases nsight be necessary. In
a less acute form of the disease, in which the constitutional
distuirbance was slight, the patients usually required
support.

Mr. SKEY had usually founid the disease to be atoiiic, and
had known several instances of its occurrence after great
losses of blood. As a general rule, bloodletting was conitra-
inidicated; in some cases, however, moderate depletion
miglht be of service.

Mr. DALRYMPLE detailed the particulars of a case of plhle-
bitis, in whliich the disease appeared to lhave been protracted
by the aistiphlogistic treatment. The employment of sup-
portillg measures had an opposite effect.

Mr. AUNOTT had seen cases of phlebitis occurring after
great losses of blood, anid in debilitated constitutions; these
did iiot require bloodletting. Where the disease occurred
in robust constitutions, he had found the applicationi of
leteches to the affected parts the most desirable plan of
treatnient. Wlhen the constitution was affected, no means
ap)eared to be of any avail.

Dr. WILLIAMs thought that the lowering system of treat-
ment in plhlebitis was usually injurious.

Mr. MAC CLEWAIN contended that bloodletting in iniflam-
mation was never necessary. He had never known a case

of phlebitis recover, in wllich much blood had been'taken
from the patient.

Dr. AsIuWELL thouglht that depletion miglt be usually em-
ployed with benefit in cases of traumatic phlebitis. Wlhen
the disease, however, depended on constitutional causes, as
in plhlegmasia dolens, supporting measures were always
necessary.

Mr. ALCOCK thought that in persons of a-robust lhabit
of body, phlebitis might be treated by general depletion.
In less powerful persons, leeches were advisable; btut in
cases attended by typhoid symptoms, support was ne-
cessary.

Dr. ELLIOTSON liad usually seen phlebitis after fever and
other acute diseases. It was generally of the atonic kind.
The use of leeches, cold to the surface, and the employ-
ment of mercury until it aflected the mouth, he had
usually found to be the most effective plan of treatment.
READ, AN ACCOUNT OF TWO CASES OF IMPERFORATE HYMEN,

BY SIR B. C. BRODIE, BART., F.R.S.
THE author was induced to give to the society the narra-

tives of the cases in question, not so much in consequence
of anything unusual in the cases themselves, as from a wislh
to awaken attention to the differences betweeni those
instances of true imperforation of the hymen, and suchi as
are usually described as belonging to the same category,
but which are in reality nothing more than cases of conl-
genital closure of the vagina, or accidental adlhesions of
the walls of that canal.

Dr. MERRIMAN related two cases of imperforate vaggina,
both of which were relieved by operation. In one of the
cases peritoneal inflammation set in, anid placed the patiCent
in muclh danger. In a case in whlich there was only a
minulte orifice in the hymnen, capable of admitting a small
probe, he had sufficiently dilated the opening by the initro-
duction of bougies, as to eniable the catamiienial fluid to
pass without difficulty. In a case in which he found the
hymen entire during labour, the membrane was brokeln Dy
the pressure of the child's head.

Dr. MOORE related a case of imperforate hymen, thlrough1
whlich a trochar was pushed, and the opening renmained
sufficiently patent to allow of the passage of the catamenia.
He had seen a case of agglutination of the walls of the
vagina, through wlichl an incision was made, and the
patient did well. In one case of suppressed menstruation
which had coine to his kniowledge, the vagina was conso-
lidated for two inclhes from its orifice. In this case the
catamenial fluid had distended the uterus and Fallopian
tubes to suclh an extent, that one of-the tubes was rup-
tured, and some of the fluid e6caped into the abdomen.

Dr. ASHWELL had seen four cases of imperforate vagrina,
all of wlhiclh did well after operation. In cases of closure
of the vaginia it was sometimes difficult to keep the parts
open after an operation lhad been resorted to. In a case
of this kind, in wlhich it hiad been found necessary to resort
to a second operation, at the expiration of several monthls,
the patient perished from inflammationi of the peritoneun.

Sir B. BRODIF had seen four cases of closure of the
vagina; the use of thle trochar in tlhree cases was attended
by success; but in one instance there was muclh inflammna-
tion of the peritoncumn, anid in antotlher case tlhe patienit
died. In this case the abdominal cavity was fotind to cotn-
tain catameniial fluid, which was supposed to liave founid
its way from the uterus through the Fallopian tubes.

Dr. ELLIOTSON related a case in wlhiclh a woman had no
vaginia. She had been lonig married, and her lhusbatnd hiad
not found anythiing remarkable.
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This resolution, seconded by Mr. Farmer, was also unani-
mously adopted.
A gentleman named Walker, who bore a striking re-

semblance to the ancient busts of Socrates, next rose, and,
in a very excellent speech, proposed, " That petitions be
immediately prepared and presented to parliamiient, agaiIst
Mr. Hawes's bill, and particularly against that clause de-
priving chemists and druggists of their right to prescribe
and recommend medicine in minor cases."

Although Mr. Walker made a really excellent speech,
he forgot to explain wlhether this right were a niatural one,
or mayhap onie of divine origin; or whether it was anialo-
gous to the prescriptive right of peers to kill a man once
only during their lifetime. However, his eloquenice so
wrought uponI the assembly, that they unanimously ex-
punged the words " minor cases " from the resoluition, and
magnanimously resolved that they had a right to practise
every branch of the medical professioni, botht at lhomne and
abroad, to the great comfort of the public anid the discom-
fort of their rivals, the apothecaries.

LITERARY INTELLIGENCE.
MR. ACTOx has in the press a Complete Practical Trea-

tise of Diseases of the Genito-Urinary Organs, coninected
with sexual initercourse, and on certain affections of the
uterus, attended with discharges. The work will be illus-
trated in a quarto atlas of original drawings, executed by
Messrs. Beau and Perry, and coloured on stone by Hull-
mandel.

TO COItRESPONDENTS.
A Country Practilioncr.-We cannot state where the vapour apparatus

employed at Guy's Hospital is made, but we believe that one may be
obtained from Mr. WVeiss, which will fully answer every purpose.

The communication of Mr. Adams shall appear in our next number.
A. B.-We have already stated that it had been decided that the proceed-

ings of the medical delegates should not be published before the ter-
mination of the conference.

ADVERTISEMENTS.

Now ready, Parts I and 2 of

pHILOSOPElIC NUTS. By EDWARD
1 Jonxsox, Esq. Author of "Life, Health, and Disease." To be
completed in Eight Montlhly Parts, Is. each, dedicated to the psembers of
the Provincial Medical and Surgical Association.
"A very clever and original work."-Metrop. Mag.

London: Simpkin, Marshall, & Co. Ipswichl: Burton.

This day is published, 4to. price 4s. Part IV. of

ANATOMICAL SKETCHES AND DIA-
GRAMS. By T. WORMALD and A. Ni. MCWHINNiE, Teachers of

Practical Anatomy at St. Bartholoinew's Hospital:-Containing a View
of tbe Course and Relations of the Thoracic Duct in the Neck; the Dis-
tribution of thte Laryngeal Nerves; Views of the Regions of the Axilla
and Bend of the Elbow-joint.

This work, intended as a guide botlh to the student and surgeon, illus-
trative of thie more important regions of the body its the order most con-
venient for their examination, will be completed in about two inore parts.

London: S. Highley, 32, Flcet-street.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO AURAL SURGERY. No. 111.
This day is published, price Is. Cd., by post 2s.

Ij HE EAR; all Outline of its Diseases and their
Treatment, based on rational and scientific principles, with Dia-

grams and Cases. By JAXIES YEAR5LEY, M.R.C.S., and Surgeon to the
Institution for Curing Diseases of the Ear, 32, Sackvitle Street, Piccadilly.

Nisbet & Co. Berners street; Churchill, Princes Street, Soho. Sold also
st the Institution for its benefit.

MR. GREEN ON MEDICAL REFORM.
This day Is published, 8Svo. price 2a. 6d.

THE TOUCHSTONE of MEDICAL REFORM.
BY JOSEPH HENRY GRERN, F.R.S., Professor of Anatomy to the

Royal Academy, Surgeon to St. Thomas's Hospital, &c.
London: S. Highley, 32, Fleet-street.

PROVINCIAL MEDICAL AND SURGICAL
JOURNAL, Edited by Dr. HENNIs GREEN (London), and Dr.

STREETEN (Worcesler).
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