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a statement would be construed by any fair ressoner
into a charge of venality against the legal profession;
and although some medical men were actually em-
ployed by Madame Lafarge to disprove the fact of
arsenical poisoning, attested by Orfila, I do not
believe such a perversion of medical talent would be
deemed a charge against the whole medical faculty of
Paris. The effort to turn the force of my arguments
into a "'gratuitous charge of venality" is clumsy and
unfair in the extreme. The tone and, spirit of the
article in question is in clear contradiction to such a
distorted assumption. But " error," says Curran, " is
in its nature flippant and compendious-it hops with
airy and fastidious levity over proofs and arguments,
and perches upon assertions which it calls conclusions."

I will, now, however, lAave Mr. Poyser, having touched
his perversions of my humble criticisms merely in self
defence, hoping, with your permission, in a future
paper to recur to the subject of the contagion of
pestilential cholera-a doctrine not quite so extinct
as your Wirksworth correspondent imagines.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient Serrant,

EDWARD OKE SPOONER.
Blandford, Dec. 16, 1848.

2ijrIec*0 Jiteligence.

TESTIMONIAL TO DR. COOKWORTHY.

A testimonial to the services of Dr. Cookworthy, of
Plymouth, as Physician to the Plymouth Public Dis-
pensary, was presented on Tuesday, December the 14th.
It consisted of a portrait of Dr. Cookwcorthy, presented
by a deputation of the Governors to the Dispensary, to
commemorate the fiftieth vear of the Institution, and a
silver tea-service, presented to Dr. Cookworthy himself,
as a token of the regard of the subscribers to the Institu-
tion, for his long services. The Mayor of Plymouth
was in the chair, and the proceedings of the meeting
were of a highly gratifying character.

APPOINTMENTS.
Edward Cock, Esq., Surgeon, to Guy's Hospital,

has been appointed Consulting Surgeon to the Deaf and
Dumab Asylum, in the room of Mr. Callaway, deceased.

Dr. Fergus, House-Surgeon to the Stafford Infirm-
ary, has been elected Resident Medical Officer at
Marlborough College, Wilts.

Toogood Downing, M.D., has been appointed one
of the Physicians to the Blenheim-Street Infirmary
and Free Dispensary.

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE.
On Wednesdav, December the 6th, the degree of

Doctor of Medicine was conferred on John Abercrombie,
Caius College, and that of Bachelor of Medicine on
Thomas Denne Hilton, Caius College.

SOCIETY OF APOTHECARIES.
Gentlemen admitted Licentiates Thursday, December

7th, 1848 :-Warren Fincham; S. Wallace, Carshalton;
Robert Woodman, Weymouth; Walter RobertCroucb,
Bruton; Matthew Gosling, Liverpool.
On Thursday, December 14tl :-Joseph Stewart

Burton; Frederick Dicker Fletcher, Canterbury; Thos.
Ward Boswood; Joseph Harvey, Milford, Derbyshire;
Henry Sanders Grant, Northampton.

OBITUARY.
Died, December 6th, at Gateshead, aged 62, George

Scott, Esq., Surgeon.
December 10th, at Dumfries, James M'Lauchlan,

Esq., Surgeon.
December 15th, in Albemarle Street, John Harris,

M.D., Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians.
December 17th, at St. Albans, T. Lewis, Esq., Surgeon.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Communications have been received from Dr. Oke; Mr.

T. Hunt; Dr. J. Taylor; Dr. Denton; Mr. E. 0.
Spooner; the Birmingham Pathological Society; Mr.
J. Allan.

It is requested that all letters and communications
e be sent to Dr. Streeten, Foregate Street, Worcester.

Parcels and books for review may be addressed
to the Editor of the Provincial Medical and Surgical
Journal, care of Mr. Churchill, Princes Street,
Soho.
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