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the administration of a narcotic poisoIn in, too great
quantities ; but the mother, whose act it was, was
alonie legally responsible, and hie could Inot sec how
the jury could meet the case otherwise than by a ver-
dict of " chlance-medley " against her, which he ex-
plained to be only a shade removed from "man-
slaugliter."
The jutry, finding they hlad no power in this case

to inflict a penalty, returnied a verdict accordiingly of
" chanice medley" againist the mother, adding a present-
ment expressive of their juist indignation at the con-
dutct of the druggist. One of the jury said, that if
the case could lhave becil legally brought home to the
latter, he for one should have stood out for a verdict
of manslaughter against himii.

Mr. Burrows expressed a wish that something would
be legislatively donie to puit a stop to the practice,
inasmuch as he and his professionlal brethreil were fre-
quently called onl in the most painful cases arising
ouit of it, an(d generally found their efforts to restore
the sufferers unavailing.

Trhe coroner concurred; anid, after lie had addressed
a few kiiidly words to the bereaved mother, who had
doutbtless acted from igmlorance, the parties left the
court.

MR. LISTON'S CASE OF ANEURISM.

TO THE EDITORS OF THE rROVINCIAL MEDICAL AI4D
SURGICAL JOURNAL.

GENTLENMIN,-YOU were the onily li1o0est cliroiii-
clers of the ulifortuniate case of aneiurism which was
operated oni by Mr. Listoni, at the North Loindoli
HIospital, aiid therefore it is I selld you this letter for
insertionl. Mutclh mystification, aiid some misrepreseni-
tatiolihave occurred with respect to it; it was not,
therefore, wonderfiul that a good deal of desire should
be inanifested to hear the operator's own acconmt
of it, whiclh was read at the Royal Medical and Chirur-
gical Society, last niglit. His stateinent is this--A
boy, about nille years old, who had recently suffered
from fever, and was much out of lealtli, was admitted
a paticilt at tile above lhospital; he had a tumour ill
the neck in the direction of the carotid artery; that
tumour vas openied by plunging a bistoury lilto it.
Arterial blood escaped so rapidly, that in a few seconds
as mniucli as fouir ounices were lost. The lips of the
ileiisioii were immediately closed; hair lip pins were
patssed through, they were surrounlded by ligatures,
amid there was 11o further loss of blood. Oni the
succeeding day the common carotid was tied, juist
after it was given off, but the patient died on the 13th
day.

'I'he parts were carefully examined twenty-four
hours after deatlh, anid it -was ascertained that the
tumour was benieatlh tilC carotid, that there was a free
communicationi between tlle tumour and the artery,
just at its bifurcation, and that there were layers of
librinious matter in it. Such, substantially, is Mir.
Liston's description of this unfortuniate case; amid we
should think aniy one justified who regarded the mat-
ter as onie of carelesness.
The object of the paper is not, however, to admit

any such thing, but to patch up the result, as OIne
which could ilot liave beeil avoided.

In the first place it is alleged, that the case was one
of abscess, that the coats of the artery were divided
and unsupported, that they were ulcerated or eroded,
and that the blood then filled uip the sac. How is
this attempted to be made out ? Why, in sooth, by
stating that, in opening abscesses, there is frequienitly
hmmorrhage, and that this is a proof that abscesses
hiave a strong tendency to perforate arteries ? It is nio
doubt correct to say, that in opening anl abscess there
inay be a vessel puiictuied, and that it 'viU give out

blood ; but is niot the truth the other way ?-do not
arteries resist the action of pus ? Do we Ilot fiiid
them stretching across purulenlt cavities without any
support ? and further, has aniy pathologist ever knowni
an abscess to perforate an artery ? It will not do to
take suclh cases, as were detailed in the paper, to
support such a propositionl. Every surgeon has knowin
anl ill-coniditionied ulcer to perforate an artery; there-
fore, thc Edinburgh case is iiot in poinit. The medical
studeilt's case is nio better-A young man out of health
has ail abscess over the femoral artery; he is in a bad
state of body; the abscess is opened; anid after many
days hwinorrhage comes oni. How does that bear
on the former case ? It is a case of bad abscess ;
wheliil openied, ulceratioin weiit oni anld openled the
femoral artery; no one doubts that such a case may
happeni. Anid, as was asked, in the room, if it were
ani abscess, what became of the pus ? There was a
lame attempt to explaini this, but a more lame one
could niot well have becei made. In fact the attempt
to make out a recenit commuinication was pidiculous.
Why the sac had laminated clots in it! If the blood
pushed out the pus, wlhere did it go to ? Was it
mixed uip with the circulatinig blood, amid did niot the
admixture of two ounices of pus with the blood pro-
duce mischief ? Odd enouglh, the commuiiication was
was just at thle bifurcation; and our school books
used to tell us that in the carotid that was the com-
Iiluon seat of anieurism.
A few words more as to diagnosis, about whiclh

much was said; first, the occurremmce of aneurism in.
a child of tlhat age vas so improbable, that it was quite
pardonable to make a mistake; it may be so, but a
genItlemani in the room menltioined three cases of ammeur-
isIIm in children; and if there lhad iiever beeni such,
would that be anl excuse? Here was a pulsating
tunmour ill the course of an artery, with fluctuation.
What could hiave been easier thani to have put a thumb
upon tIme artery below the tumour, anld to compress
the tumour So as to have expelled most of its con-
teiits. Would Inot that have been a wiser course?

Put the case in ally shape, and say, ought a prudenlt
surgeon to have takeii the course followed in this unt-
happy case ? I say, decidedly, nio. I say, furtlher,
it was aim imistanec of practice which has swvamnped
many a maim. We did not tlhink it so very valiamit
to briiig it oil at the Society. A manl does not like to
get up anid fiiid fault in. such a case, and it was this
feelinig atlone wlhich deterred us from gettinig up and
makinig the foregoiiig observations.

I remaini, Gemltlemen,
Your obedienlt servvant,

SCRtUTATQR
March 11, 1842.

HOIUSE OF LORDS.

March 10.
BURIALS IN CROWDED DISTRICTS.

Lord BROUGHAM )presented a petition, to which he
was aIlxious to draw the attelntioni of their lordships,
aild particularly that of her Matjesty's government. It
was from thc Lord Mayor, Aldermeni, and Commoii
Couincil of London. They complained of the practice
of the intorment of the dead in crowded neighbour-
hoods as most injuriouis to the puiblic health. They
stated that, from the long period duiring which this
uinwholesome practice was continued, the chllrchl alnd
chlurchyards of the city were so filled with the dead
as to be inicapable of holdinig aniy more bodies, aud
they prayed that sonmc proper place of initermenit
slould be provided in the outskirts of the metropolis.
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QU ARANT INE.
Dr. BOWRING observed that, he felt:

tractioii the subject he had to bring forw
bhut its importance to commerce and to tr
perhaps secure attention to it, especial
lain in abeyance for eighteen years. In
sequence of a controversy on the subjeci
had been appointed to inquire ilnto the
ing plague quarantine; and that commi
no grormds for dissenting from the preyr
as to the infectiousness of plague. An
tee, however, in 1824, had made this
no case of infection had occurred in
1665-a very important fact, since tlI
existed in this country for fifty or si:
that period. The subject had been tre
great attention by that important bo
Association in 1838, and an inquiry h.
tuted thereon. Let it be considered th
ments were offered to the passage o

conveyance of goods from this coiin

Inidia; and that no apprehensions ha
tained in Iiidia, eveni when the plague
of its infectiousness. Let it be born
that the quarantine regulations in the
interposed the most injurious delays to
to travelling, causing an annuiial loss (
estimated) of between 2,000,0001. and
this couintry, by increasing the rates (

diicing loss of cargoes, &c. And let i
how absuirdly the regulations worked
after a two montlhs' voyage had no r
quarantine to enidlure thani one whiic
through a voyage of four monlths.
He begged to read an extract or twv

writtenl by one who was a high auth
Basil Hall, and written at Malta:-"
ing of the 7th of this month (Septeir
sailed into Valetta harbour in companiy
guard, 80, from Caiidia. As wNve were fr;
got pratique at onice, but the poor Va
fully as healthy as we were, and comim
as healthy, was put into quarantinie till
is for seventeeni days. In the mea]
to refit, and withini two days after sI
she was sent to sea in company with
officers and crew of one ship having
advantages of the shore, the others ha'
close prisoners. It is much to the cred
and officers, the patience with wlhiel
to these severe and totally iinnecessary
need not speak of the extreme inconv
fitting a ship under quaranitine, arisi
difficulty of getting new stores and retu
but every onie knows the irksome dm
caused tllereby, and the consequent
the service. It does not signify to sa
little moment just now, for it is iml
wlheni the time may arrive wlhen it is in
equip our ships smartly; and I can a
bad policy to try the patience of the
wlieni in siglht of the good things of the
better reason for their detention on b
f:antastic fears of an antiquated board a
Rear-Admiral Sir John Ommanney, i
the Mediterranean fleet, sailed from C(
of last month (August), in company
and Ganges, and the Cyclops steam
steamer being sent on ahead, arrived
Malta, and was put into quarantine
that is to say she got pratique on Su
The admiral ariived on the 26th, and
favour, he was subjected to six days' q
Still it was not till Tue*day, tire 31s
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land, two days after the junior officer, who had sailed
S. with him at the same hour, was walking about on

shore. On Saturday, the 28th of August last, her
Majesty's steam-ship Stromboli sailed from Beyrout,
and reached Malta on the 2nd of September. She

how little at- was placed in quarantine, which lasted eighteen days,
ard possessed; including the day of arrival and that on which she
ravellers would got pratique-viz., the 19th instant. Her Majesty's
Ily after it had ship Powerfuil sailed from the same port (Beyrout)
1815 (in con- within twenty-four hours after the Stromboli, but not

t) a committee having steam to help her, she did not arrive till the
facts regard- 18th at Malta, that is, the day before the Stromboli

ittee had lound got pratique. The Powerful's eighteen days theni
railing opinions commenced, and they will not expire till the 5th of
other commit- next month (October) ! The Powerful had no sick
idmission, that on board, had touched nowhere, and was in all
Eknglanid since respects as healthy as thle Stromboli, and yet, altholugh
he plague had she sailed within one day of the other ship, she is
xty years after ' tabooed' for nearly three weeks' time after her consort
Bated with very was let out of this terrestrial purgatory! At any
dy the British time this would have been irksome, biit just at the
ad been insti- period when it occurred it was attended with gleat
Lat no impedi- inconvenience to the public service. The Britannia,
If travellers or bearing the admiral's flag, being ordered home, it was
itry to British necessary to shift the flag into some other ship; for
id been enter- various reasons the Powerful had been assigned for
was in Persia, this puirpose. Had the admiral himself gone into the
ae in mind, too, new ship, however, he would have been imprisoned,
Mediterranean of course; so he went on shore while his captain
commerce and went oni board, in exchange w%vith the captain of the
,as it had been Powerfiul, wlho, by going into the Britannnia necessarily
13,000,0001. to put that ship inito quarantine, while the secretary,
of freiglht, pro- clerks, anid other persons attached to the admiral's
it be observed staff had to repair on board a steamer, the Gorgon,
, that a vessel till the embarrassment caused by all these restrictions
nore length of should be over. There suirely is much tomfoolery in
h hald passed all this, for there seems to be no good reason why a

slhip of war might not work out her quarantine time
o from a letter at sea as well as in port. It is stated by some, that
ority-Captain there are many families supported at Naples, Leghorn,
On the morn Marseilles, alnd elsewlhere, solely by the salaries de-
Lber, 1841), we rived from the quarantine, and paid for by the unfortu-
wwith the Van- nate slhips forcibly subjected to its tyranny. If this

oiji Englanid w%Ae be true, as I really believe it is, I am convinced it
,nguard, thouglh would be money cheaply spent to pension off -every
ng from a place soul of these functionaries anld their children to the
the 23rd, that third and fourth generation; for the delays, loss of

ntime she had markets, and the numerous other evils to commlerce
he got pratique which attend the system-to say nothing of the ini-
the Indus; the tolerable personal annoyance, the absolute inmprison-
enjoyed all the ment, the inquisitorial discipline, the smoking, and
ving beeni kept other mockeries, called, forsooth, purificationi, are of
lit of both men suIC number and extent as to render the whole utterly
they submitted inconsistent With, and even quite repuignant to, the
y privations. I sentiments of the age; anid I do earnestly hope that,
venience of re- by patience anid perseverance, you will get it done
ing out of the away with. A very intelligent Maltese, high in office
Lrning old ones; hlere, remarked dryly enouglh to me the other day-
elays wlhich are 'One of two things must happen-either the quaran-
retardation of tine laws muist be done away with, or the march of

.y that this is of intellect must be stopped.' "
possible to say The hon. member then proceeded to read a com-
nportant to re- munication from Sir J. Ommanney, stating many
Lssure you it is particuilars illustrative of the irregularity of the prac-
sailors too long tice respecting quarantine in the ports of the Mediter
shore, vith no ranean, showing the injury to commerce, tire great
oard than some inconvenience to merchants and other persons fre-
f healtlh-office. quenting those ports, and proving the tyranny and the
in command of frauds which were perpetrated under the pretence of
orfu on the 19th enforcing those laws. The information which he had
with. the Howe received upon the subject entitled him to say that a
i-frigate. The prodigious number of individuals were employed to
on the 23rd at carry into effect the laws relating to quarantine, anid
for seven days, that their sinister interests operated most materially
Jiday the 29th. in maimitaining a system which ought long since to
I as a matter of have been abolished. Considerable salaries were
luaramitine only. paid to the persons so employed, buit he must be
;t, that he could allowed to say, that he thought exemption fromu the

--l -- e
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annoyance of quarantine regulations would be cheaply
purchlased if the persons to whom he referred were
pensioned off to the third and fourth generation.
For any purposes of protectioni against the plague,
those people were wlholly useless, and tllere could niot
be a greater mockery than the modes of purification
which they adopted. It was worthy of observatioi,
that in those ports of the Mediterranean which were
not under the government of Austria the regulations
'were more strict; while in those which were, those
regulations had been considerably relaxed ; yet there
was ito reason to believe that the people in the latter
class of ports had found any cause to regret the less
stringent psractice of their rulers. Amongst the mis-
chiievous absurdities of the system lie might notice
tlhis, that if a man wanted to proceed frem Algiers to
Matlta, the easiest mode of accomplishing his object
would be to go in the first instance to Touloni, and
thence take his passage for Malta. From the corre-
spondence which he held in his hand, were he to read
the whole of it, the houise would see that even the
government of this country was interested in putting
an end to a system clearly initerfering with the inlter-
course subsistiing between them aiid their agents and
allies. The correspondence of the government was
opened, perforated with awls, incised by chisels,
dipped in vinegar, and subjected to a variety of
absurd modes of purification, and at length trans-
mitted to its desliniation in a mutilated, and scarcely
legible coniditionl.
Amongst the other evils of the system was the

extreme ignorance which prevailed in all that related
to the quarantine regulations. The ignorance anid
superstitioni exceeded all belief. In maniy countries
of the Southl it wi as thouiglht that phsthisis was a ton.

tagious disease-- that cholera was contagious; yet in
this part of the world no one supposed that consiltn)-
tion was coiiinmuinicated by contagion, anid certainly
the predominant opinion was, that cholera ought niot
to be considered a contagious malady. It was satis-
factoiy to think that many of the errors wlhich
prevailed on these subjects had in the more civilised
districts of the world given way to enlightened anid
rationial views, but in other portions of the globe, lie

regretted to say, that. opinions as ridiculous as they
were miiiscltievoiis too generally prevailed-opinioiis
as childislh as the doctrines of the older physicians,
who held that the plague was connected with eartlh-
quakes, witlh celestial menaces, and witlh circumstalices
equally reniote in their niature from any hunmaii malady.
In sorne places it. w-as tlhoughlt that the matter of( coi-

tagion had been communicated along the lemigths of

the string attached to a paper knife: in other cases

it was said to have been conveyed into houses, supposed
to be secure, by dogs, cats, and even flies obtaimiing
admission. It was said thalt the Turks on the Austrian
frontier were in the habit of inoculating pigs -with the
plague, anid sending them amoiigst their enemies.
The liois. member then begged to call the attentioni of

the house to a letter wlhich he had received front
a medical gentlemani at Alexandria, and which lie

thtoughit would show pretty clearly some of the preva-
lent errors upon this suibject. " Within the walls of
Alexandria, in 1841, the total of deaths was 7,017;
there were 1,570 cases of plague, of whlieh 405 re-

covered, anid 1,165 died. Of the 1,570 cases of
plaguie which occurred durinig the year, 1,080 w-ere
males, aiid 490 females. Of these there recovered-
mlales, 375; females, 30; 778 cases were blodies tbuisd
dead iii their dwellinigs, and consequently had iso sorit
of treatment whatever; and of the 792 remainiig,
who had some sort of care and attendance bestowed
upon them, iio less than 40)7 recovered. There is nio

retuirn of the proportioni of deaths to cases tIhotinig tlhe
dlifierent months whliclh can be depended on. lout the
average rate of mortality may be fairly calculated as
tw-o-thirds of those attacked; so that the real mor-
tality of the city, during the month of May, when the

plague was at its heiglht, may be calculated thus-
Ordinary deaths, 433; deaths by plague, 353-total,
786. Cases of plague, 515. The inferences to be
drawn from these data are, that the seasoin whein the
plague exists is not necessarily cither the most uin-
healthy, or the most fatal seasonl; it will be seen by
the table that the months of October, November, and
December, are productive of as many deaths nearly as
the most fatal plague month, and that their average
mortality far exceeds that of the other months, when
the plague raged with a nmore limited intenseness,
while during the last three months of the year only six
cases of plague could be detected." He could not
pass from this part of the subject withotut observing
that Dr. Laidlaw, an extract from whose letter lie had
read, was a man who had conferred a great benefit
upon society by his steady resistance to the injurious
and ignorant prejudices whichl prevailed on this sub-
ject. If the disease were so subtle as it was represented
to be, how would it be possible for us and other
countries to escape from its perils, considering the
manner in which the quarantine system was managed ?
He had evidence to show that the plague was actuially
on board ships which were, beinig laden with cotton,
cominig to this country, yet no infection had ever been
brought by it. If it was found that all the vexations,
the inconveniences, and the delays consequent upon
the system could be got rid of without any danger to
the public health, he trusted that the govemment
would exert itself in so good a cause. He moved a

resolution, to the effect, " That her Majesty may be
graciously pleased to continue the inquiries made in
foreign couniitries as to the efficacy of the quiarantine
system, and to carry out any negociations which may
have for their object such modifications as are con-
sistent with the public safety and the interests of
commerce; also, to lay oIn the table of the hlouse any
correspondence, or extracts of correspondence, which
has taken place since the last papers were ordered for
presentationi."

Sir R. PEEL had no objection to offer to the motion.
He was prepared to lay the papers desired by him on

the table of the house. He suggested the proper
forim in wlhichl to slhape the motion would be an ad-
dress to lher Majesty.
The suggestion of the right lion. baroonet was

adopted, and the inotion agreed to.- Tines.
INTRAINURAL SEPULTURE.

Oni the motioni of Mr. Mackinnon, the following
gentlemen were niominated a committee to inquire
inito the expediency of improving the healths of towns,
by preventing interisients within their precisicts :-Mr.
Mackiiinon, Mr. D'Eyncourt, Lord Ashley, Colonel
Fox, Mr. T. Duncombe, Mr. Evelyn Denison, Sir W.
Clay, Sir R. tl. Inglis, Mr. Ainsworth, Mr. Beckett,
Viscouint Mallun, Mr. Cowper, Colonel Acton, Mr.
Kemble, and Mr. Vernon.
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