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tuted by the continuation of the longitudinal fibres of
the cesophagus, which are spread out, radiating on
the left part of the stomach. They form a thin layer,
and gradually disappear on the left edge of that viscus,
and on a level with its great tuberosity, but they are
more numerous and close on the two surfaces of the
cardiac portion, and are perpendicular to the axis of
the stomach; near the great curve they bury them.-
selves under the subjacent layer, crossing the direction
of their fibres, while at the minor curvature these
esophageal fibres collect into a ribbon shape, and
assume the disposition commonly called the Swiss
cravat. The second superficial or pyloric layer, not
noticed by anatomists, is formed from the continuation
of the longitudinal fibres of the duodenum ; from the
pyloric ring which they surround they pass on both
surfaces of the viscus parallel to its great axis, and are
consequently perpendicular to the eesophageal fibres.
They form a band along the great curve, analogous to,
but not so thick as that on the minor curve. They
terminate by interdigitating with the parabolic fibres,
which will be described next.

The two deep-seated layers are, the parabolic fibres
of the cardiac portion of the stomach, and which seem
to be a continuation of the circular fibres of the
@sophagus, and the circular fibres continued from
those of the duodenum. The upper parabolic fibres
pass obliquely upwards and to the right to surround
the eesophageal orifice ; the middle ones, enveloping
the great tuberosity, pass horizontally from left to
right, and the inferior ones, passing rather obliquely
from above downwards, surround the fundus of the
great cul-de-sac, the fibres forming not merely para-
bola, but absolute rings encircling the fundus, the
diameter gradually decreasing until they reach the
top. The circular pyloric fibres surround the stomach
in the region extending from the pylorus to the cardia;
they are thickest near the pylorus, where they form
a true sphincter. Haller has observed that these
fibres are not all circular, for many of them, instead of
forming perfect rings, surround the hollow viscus like
a girdle, the two ends of which cross without being
united, and are lost among the neighbouring fibres.
They are perpendicular to the parabolic.

As a resumé, in the left or cardiac portion of the
stomach, the superficial fibres are perpendicular to the
great axis of this viscus; the deeper-seated are pa-
rallel ; a precisely inverse disposition being observed
in the right or pyloric portion. When the esophageal
fibres contract, the fundus of the great cul-de-sac is
brought near the cardia, at the same time the band
of the minor curvature diminishes the distance be-
tween the two orifices, an arrangement which M. de
Mussy is of opinion must singularly favor vomiting ;
the longitudinal pyloric fibres and the band of the
smaller curvature in causing the contraction of the
viscus, the contraction in the direction of the diameter
being owing to the circular fibres. The parabolie
fibres, acting in the same direction, tend to efface the
cavity of the great cul-de-sac, and to propel the food
to the pyloric extremity, while the superior fibres em-
bracing the cesophageal orifice assist the lower fibres of
that tube to close it, and prevent the regurgitation of
food.—Gazette Medicale, June, 1842,
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