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FELLOW ASsOCIAkES,
A rzw words explanatory of our editorial plans will

be naturally expected, and are most willingly tendered.

Yet, in offering them, we must be allowed to say, that

it is not by present promises that we wish our scheme of

management to be judged. We well know, that actual

performance can alone afford a correct view of the scope

and spirit of a literary undertakiWg, and that even a well

drawn and truthfully intendied prospectus often misleads

the mnost attentive reader. For this cause, therefore, we

now beg formally to enter an appeal from the present to

the future.

Twenty years ago, THE PROVIxCIAL MEDICAL AND SUR-

oGICAL AssocIATIoN held its first meeting at Worcester,
at the invitation of its founder, Sir Charles Ilastings,
who then and there rallied around him some of the most

eminent physicians and surgeons practising in the pro-
vinces. The foundations were broadly laid upon the prin-
ciples of justice, honour, and fraternity; and time has

shown that they were as securely as they were wisely
planted. During the long period which has elapsed since

our Association was established, the medical profession has

undergone great and striking changes in its educational

and social aspects: the apothecary of the olden time

has gradually been displaced in almost every town and
village by the well-inforned practitioner: the highest ac-

complishments are no longer the mnonopoly of a few; and

there is scarcely a place in the l ;ngdom in which even the
poorest cannot command the services of men more com-

petent to grapple skilfully with the emergencies which
occur in the practice of medicine, surgery, and midwifery,
than the foremost physicians and surgeons of no very re-

mote a period. Along with the improvement in skill, there
has also been an evident advance in the tone of the
profession. While we willingly admit that this won-

derful reformation has chiefly resulted from the licensing
boards having step by step enlarged the course of study
required from candidates, and rend&red .znore searching the
examinations to which they were subjected, we are equally
convinced that the proceedings of the Provincial Associa-
tion have in no small degree contributed not only to acce-

lerate the happy changes to which we have adverted, but

by manifesting them to the public, to give to the profes-
sion a social status and a political weight which it never

previously possessed. At this moment, unchartered though

we be, our inifluence is as powerfiul in high places as that of

any of the old medical Corporations; and it is well known

that no measure of medical reform could pass throuth Par-

liament, which was opposed by the Provincial Medical and

Surgical Association.
From the first, but especially in later years, the Associa-

tion has exercised an invigorating and purifying influence

within its own ranks, and has often extended these benefits

to the profession at large. Members guilty of irregular

practice and unprofessional conduct, when discovered, have

been energetically proceeded against; and some offending
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brethren have been admonished, while others have been ex-
pelled, or have been allowed to resign to save themselves from
this extreme penalty. The anniversary general meetings
and the district branch meetings have greatly strengthened
feelings of harmony and good-will, by bringing into per-
sonal contact brethren who would otherwise have remained
widely separated from each other by space and the en-
grossing duties of practice; and in this way the pleasant
friendships of youth and early manhood have been per-
petuated, while many new and endearing ties of amity have
been formed and cemented. The publications of the Asso-
ciation have also greatly promoted a spirit of scientific
inquiry, original research, and accurate clinical observation.
These, and such like, have been the noble olbjects for which
the Association has uniformly contended, and in behalf of
which we trust it may ever unflinchingly and zealously exert
its power.

But it is not only in the provinces of England-the ori-
ginal sphere of its operations-that the influence of the
Association has been seen: its operations upon professional
circles, and upon the public mind, have recently been as
powerfully felt in the metropolis, and in Scotland, as in the
English counties. One, indeed, of the most signal benefits
which the Association is now conferring upon the profession
is the extensive union which it is establishing among all
the loyal sons of physic throughout the British empire,
who are willing to enlist under the catholic colours of legi-
timate medicine. Our Association repudiates all party,
sectarian, and selfish objects; and in proof, as well as in
pledge, of the respect which is paid to this maxim, it is
only necessary to mention that our list includes members
from all parts of England and Scotland, practitioners of
every class, and professors of almost every school.
To many, we fear, the statement of facts which we have

now made may have appeared unnecessary and tedious;
but we have deemed it better to run the risk of being blamed
for commencing our labours with an address distinguished
chiefly by its dryness and common-place, than to be accused
of failing to record at the very outset what we believe to
be the principles entrusted to our defence, and by acting in
accordance with which we desire to seek your approbation.
And here it may be well to state, that we interpret the
motion adopted at Oxford, in July last, in favour of pub-
lishing the journal weekly in London, in place of fortnightly
at Worcester, not as an expression of opinion in favour of
radical changes, as was feared by some, who, for a time,
doubted the soundness of that decision: but simply as a
strong declaration of the necessity which the progress of
events had imposed upon the Associationi, of pursuing the
line of duty which had hitherto been acted upon, with.
that augmented vigour which a wider sphere of action re-
quired-a vigour which could only be effectively developed
by greater frequency of publication, and by the possession
of a literary and scientific centre in London, where editorial
resources are more abundant, more varied, and more easily
available, than in any other city in the world.

While, therefore, you are this day addressed from another
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