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IRREGULAR DISTRIBUTION OF THE FEES
OF PAROCHIAL MEDICAL OFFICERS.

A LETTER from Dr. PIILPOT BROOKES, which in February
last appeared in the Clkelenharm Examiner, on the subject
of the fees of medical officers, lies now before us. It re-
minds us that an important fact ought to have been
stated in our last week's leader on poor-law medical relief,
viz., that the beggarly salaries which the law allows for
medical attendance on the sick poor are distributed so
irregularly, that the hardest worked practitioner is not
uncommonly the worst remunerated.

Dr. Brookes's letter was written to the "Medical Com-
mittee of the Board of Guardians of the Cheltenham Union".
Some complaints had been lodged against him by the Rev.
C. B. TYRE, and he wrote to prove that they were utterly
unfounded.

It seems that the number of cases that come annually
under the care of Dr. Brookes are 856, amongst which are
included several serious surgical cases. To these also may
be added numerous others not returned in the weekly
medical book. His own statement is: " I have upwards of
1,000 new cases yearly, and generally from eight to ten
patients daily."

It will thus appear-our calculations of last week being
remembered-that Dr. Brookesperforms at leastfourtimes the
average amount of parochial service, and he ought there-
fore, in common fairness, to receive four times the amount
of salary, or £332 per annum. We do not know what the
amount of Dr. Brookes's salary may be. That it does not
reach the sum we name, we are fully convinced; and if
it did, the miserable meanness of the poor-law authorities
would stand out just as prominently as ever, inasmuch as
Dr. Brookes either reduces the average sum of £83, which,
as before stated, falls to the 3,233 parochial medical officers
of this country, by receiving himself an unusual sum, or he
suffers three or four times the penalty by receiving an
-amount that approaches only to the average share.

Dr. Brookes's case is not an exceptional one. We are
acquainted with several instances in which a union prac-
titioner, with six and eight hundred patients annually,
receives no more pay than another with half that number.
Still more painful is it to know the fact, that the extent
of an union district scarcely affects the salary in an ap-
preciable degree. Far down in the country, an union district
often extends over many miles of dreay, dirty, broken

country, where no chaise can travel. On horseback, early
in the morning, starts out the medical officer, and except
that he has a saddle, that he dismounts occasionally, and
that he possesses generally a tame horse, he is for the day
as close an equestrian prisoner as was -Mazeppa.

In the neighbourhood of London, on the contrary, the
district practitioner has his patients very near to his own
door; his travelling is attended with few difficulties, hiis
time is saved, and his surgery necessaries are obtained from
town with little trouble or expense.

Still, as we said before, the two officers thus dissimilarly
situated receive salaries exceedingly similar; nay, in some

instances, that of the country practitioner is less than that
of the suburban, or metropolitan. Nor is there any proba-
bility that this state of matters will end, until the Govern-
ment removes the power of affording medical'relief to the
poor from boards of guardians, who, in all cases, purchase
the services of the medical man on the same miserly scale
as they purchase from the hay and corn dealer the consti-
tuents of that water gruel, with which they drench the
miserable inmates of their gaol asylums.

In malking these remarks, we wish particularly to state
that it is no object of ours to draw painful distinctions
betwixt the services and rewards of parochial medical
officers. It is our object to benefit the whole class of parish
doctors, than whom, no men more worthily deserve to be be-
nefited. To cqualize the wretched pittance at present given
for their services would be impossible, since the endeavour
to subtract from the salary of the best paid, would be well
nigh equivalent to " taking the breeks off a Highlander".

THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON AND
THE SCIENCE OF PHYSIOLOGY.

Somiz months since, on the 18th of February, we informed
our readers that the Council of the Mledical Society of Lon-
don was projecting the establishment of a section, or sec-
tional committee, for the cultivation of physiological science.
We have now the gratification of stating that the project is
in a great degree realised; that an active physiological com-
mittee has been elected; that this committee is open to
receive papers writteu or communicated by any fellow of
the Society; and that special evenings are to be appointed
for the reading and discussion of such papers as may be ap-
proved of by the committee.
Few members of the profession will fail to approve of this

movement of the London Medical Society. It was everv
day becoming more and more obvious that a physiological
society in London was absolutely required; while side by
side with this feeliTng, existed another, viz., that separate
medical societies were already so numerous, that to belong
to all of them, and to pay a yearly subscription to each,
gave rise to an expense which many earnest scientific men
were not able to meet without great self sacrifice. It was
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am thus deprived of any opportunity of meeting with my fellow
practitioners, except at the General Meeting. I very much
regret being so circumstanced, as I am fuly alive to the many
advantages, as well moral, as social and professioonal, that accrue
from frequent intercourse between the members.

I am not aware whetlher any particular plan was adopted in
the formation of the existing branches in the first instance; or
whether they accideentally originated wherever a certain number
of members resided near to each other. If there was not, it
seems to me desirable, with our swelling niumbers, that some
fixed plan should be adopted; and no one appears so little ob-
jectionable as a geographical. England and Scotlanti might be
dividled throughout their length and breadth into districts, each
of which would assunme active operations where a stated number
of the resident practitioners had joined our rans.

It seenis to mie also that the great olbjiets of ouir body would
be more efiectually promnoted were we to have meetings more
fiequienitly betwixt the members; but this, considering our
position with the community, and the difficulty we hiave in leaving
our homes for any length of tinme, is impossible, if we have fortV
or fifty miles to travel. I would therefore suggest to the mem-
bers, for their consideration before the annual meeting, tlie pro-
priety of havin, local, as well as district Branches.
Each tocal branch nmight comprise an area about twenty miles,

ineet onee a moutli, aud have a central and fixed place of meet-
ing. Its business shiould comprise the discuission of (luestons
affecting the sanitar condition of the people; the reading of
niedical papl)ers ad cases; tile taking co-nizance of all irregu-
larities in practice; and the private lhearing of, anld adjudicating
upon, all professional differences and pecctadilloes.
The Council of the district Branchi slhould be comlposed of re-

presenitatives fromi the local branches--chosen, eitlher in rotation,
1v ballot, or the sutfrages of their fellows-who would carry up the
report of the (liscussions of their several bodies for the opinion,
or judgment it migiht be, of the higher AssemIbly; and assist in
the transaction (if the othler lbusiness of of the lBranlch.
The Gieneral Executive should be comiposed also of repre-

sentattives from the various local branches; ibe considered tlle
highest eouirt of appeal in iiiatters- medical; receive the resullts
of scientific investigatiolls, alnd all discussions of tIme Branches;
cansvass the correctness of the onie, and( the justness of tlhe
otlher; issue reports of its transactionis through its aceredited
organ, anid be, in fact, a representati%e council for conduicting
the butsiness of the Association. 'rue Annual Meetings of tlie,
Parent Association, T mean of course to take place, as at pre-
sent, ait tlie principal towns oif the Unitedl Kingdom.

WN'itht this arraugenment tIme whiole cunitry would in time he
broulght within reach of our operations. We shiouiltl present ti
view ani organization wlhose highest objects amid greate-st efforts
were for the welfare ofohiunanity; we should coinmmand the
attenition aiid tIme ear of the legislature in All mLatters connected
withi thie puihhi hieaIlti; we should be in a position to) dleiiawld
tihe representation of1- onr hotly in the couicils of the lnatiOn, by
inetiibeixs of the profession; andl be therebty more likel- to) wit-
ness at satisfactory adijstmient of all mtiatters vonniected with that
it(estio 1cf'x1-at(a-Medical Rleform. I amll, etc.,

JOtiN M(CINTYRE,M.D.
Odidtham, .Tith I5tlh, ttk,53.

ASSURANCE COMPANIES AND THEIR TI' ICKS.
LETTEm TO TITF. EDITOR.

Sin,-There is a trick of the assurance companiies, whicli I
wish you would expose, and warii medical men frno falling
victims to. I do not thini}k that it has yet beeen noticed: pelilaps
it is a nlew on1e.
The trick referredl to is sending the schedule of the prii-ate

frioind to the nietlical inUin withiout a fee. W\henever a man,
wishing to insure, says lie hias never requiiredI to emiploy a imeili.
ril nmian, the nagent asks hlinii if lie is ecqutainted witlh any. l-e
very lilkely nasmes the filuiily attendant, and the latter reucives a
schediule to till uip as the pris-ate friend(I of the formier.

This has been lone to) m-self, on two ocasionins, by dliti;brent
ofHices ; and a third insitance has come under my notice as medi-
cal referee of a third company: so that in this town there are
at least thrce offices in the practice of this shabbiness.
When I was referred to, I took no notice of the application.

Others are not so decided; for as referee I have this very day
received a schedlide filled up by an M.D., as private fniend, and
of conrse no othei' medical certificate was sent me.

The dilemma is, either to give medical infmation without a
fee, or to refuse to act as private friend to one whose family the
practitioner attends, and thus to risk giving offence in that
quarter. I need not lengthen my letter by any remarks: the
bearings of the trick are obvious enough. I am, etc.,

SJo218June 20tls, 1853.

To CORRESPONDENTS. We are still unable to publish the
letters, on various sulbjects, now in type, and to whlich we for-
merly referred. We still continue to receive letters upon Su%-
day oblsertance, several of which, on both sides of the question,
treat it theologically, and therefore in a way not suited to the
pages of a medical journal. We have said all that is at present
necessary on the subject; and we shall not therefore do more
than publish those letters which we formerly named, whei wo
can do so conveniently. In reply to Dr. Simpson's Letter to
Dr. Ms3eig, we have receivetl several communications; and some
of them wie inteud to publishi lith as little delay as possible.
EDITOR.
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CHARINU CROSS HOSP'ITAL SCHOOL OF MEDICINE.
A liot war has becit raging-, for some time past betweeii the

Managers ot this institutiolu and one of the Lecturers, Dr.
Edward Smith. The disclosures wlhichl have beeni made show
too plainly that medical teaching in a recognised nietropolitan
schlool is somietimes at least an occautionL wlich brings with it
neither lhonour nior einolunient. We trtist, however, that good
may resutlt fromn whlat has transpired. Already, a private quarrel
seems to prominse a public good. The fllowing letter was
addlressed by the Secretary of the College of Surgeous to a
iiiember of tlhe imetdical profession, in reply to lis inquiries.
WN e reprint it from the Lancet of July 2;hrd:-

"Rloval College of Surgeons,July 1853.
;S-rn,-Tn reply to youtr inquiry, whether the Charing Cross

liospital Medical School is inow recognised by the College, I
h)ave to acquuaint you that the Court of Examiners of this Col-
lege have foun(d it necessary to direct a visitation of tUe said
School, but have not come to) anyi tdecision on the qluestini of its
cntinued recognition. If the additions and alteration which
the Court of Examiners thliiik necessary to the efficiency of the
school should be conmpleted before the beginning of the en-
suing winter seasoni, the recognitioni will be continued. In the
meantimie, tlle Counc}'il lihs dlirected its remToval from the list of
schlools fiom which certiticates of the professional education of
candidates for the fellowship and nienibership of the College
will be received for the year commencing the Ist of August next.

"I am, sir, y-our most obedient servant,
"Edward Hart Vinen, Esq. EDw. BELFOUR., Secretary."

QUEEN'S UNIV'ERSITY, IRFLAN-D. The Senate have appointed
the Ihllowing Exaniiners in tile Medical Depaixtinent for the
ensuing year:--Chemistry: Edmnund RPonaldts, Ph.D., Professor,
Queen's College, Galway. AnPlatomy andi Physiology: Charles
Croker King, M.D., 'rofessor, Queen's College, tlalway. Zoology
antd Botany: Geor-e T)ickie, M.D., P'rofessor, Queeni's College,
Belfast. Midizifery: John Btanlks, M.D., King's 'rofessor of
Physic. SuTrgery: James G. Hughes, M.D., Fellow of the
Royal College of Surgeons, Ireland. Mlateriai Mledlica, Phar-
macy, and .Mledical Jurisprudence: Aquila Smith, 3M.D., V.1P.
and Censor, King, and Qeueen's Collcge of Physicians, Examiiner
in Mlateria Medica and Pharmaey, T.C.1). Midwijery and
Diseases of Wl'nnen and Children: Henry L. Dwyer, A.M.,
M.D., Felow of the King and Queen's College of Physicians.

Sin ASTLF.Y COOIEIL'S CIUNICAL PRIZE. The prnze of £:lX3
has juist been awarded to Henry Girey, Esq., of St. George's
Hospital, for his Essay oti the Spleen. The Council has
offered to print the essay, at its owni cost.

COMMUNICATroNS FOIR THE EDITOR may be sent to the Editor's
residence, Essex House, Putney, London: or to the office of
the Journal. Letters requiring immediate attention and re-
vised proofs ought invariably to be sent to Putney.


