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NOTICE.
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS TO TZE ASSOOIATIOX.

SussctnroNs for the current year became due on the 1st
4ay of January last; and subscriptions for next year will be
due on Januay Ist, l855. Members are requested to make
their post-office orders payable at the General Post Office,
London. Subscriptions may be paid at the Office of the JouRlA%AL,
37 Great Queen Street, Lincoln's Inn Fields, during business
hours.

JOHN Rom CORMACK,
Geseu Scterd to the Prov. Ned. and Surg. Association.

21, Edwards Street, Portman Square, London,
20th October, 1854.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.
ORorecaL CoxxuuncATIoKs ae in type by Dr. MiTCHzLL, Dr. HODGKIN,

and Dr. MAciczNzre. Other communieations have been received; and their
authors wiU be privately communicated with a soon as possible. Short
comanications find a place more easily and more quickly than long papers.
Condensation ought to be practised to the umost possible extent There
have been complaints that the length of the original articles exclude general
news to a greatr extent than is proper. As there is some truth in this
remark, we wish very earnestly to inculcate brevity-not so much absolute
brevity, as the compression of much matter In the fewest words.
EDITO's LzTrTEr Box. The letters alone of one week, which are sent for

publication, could sometimes fill an entire number. We must consequently
select; and as selection might lead to discussion, and useless correspondence,
were letters publicly stated to be received which were not inserted, it is a
rule not to publish the receipt of letters which are not inserted. Anonymous,
insolent, and slandemus letters, are invariably thrown into the waste-paper
basket: to the writers of other letters, for which it is impossible to find room,
we ae always happy to render privaly any explanations wbich may be
required. Lzrrrms from Sir John Forbes and Dr. Spencer Thomson are in
pe.
Ea,DING AuTiczs and PaicoPic RxEvxW are postponed for want

of room.
Du. Mmxov's QuERTES. We have received the following note from

Dr. Milroy:-
"SIu,-From the accidental misplacement of words, in Question Tt of my

etter, in lst week's Journal (page 978), tbe sense is scarcely intelligible. It
should stand thus.-' Did any, and which, of these cases occur In persons
recently arrived from a place where the cholera existed ? If so, give the
name of the plae, and tho days wben the person left it, and when he arrived
in his inew abode.' I am, etA-, 'G. MILROY."

"REASON AiND FAITH" IN THE RANKS OF
THE PROFESSION.

THuEm is nothing which so clearly distinguishes the medical
writers of the present from those of the last generation as
the greater accuracy of their mental operations. It is more
than probable that this excellence has been attained by
them, by their having recognised the necessity of closely
observing facts, and connecting the ideas of those facts by
a comparison of their particular phenomena, in contradis-
tinction to the elder method of inquiry which, for the most
part, set out from an independent and rude conception of
the thing to be observed. An inquiry was conducted too
often as if our abstractions were always developed from
within, instead of being obtained by our penetrating into
the machinery of objects from without-as if, in fact, it
were more essential to construct an hypothesis before en-
tering on a subject of investigation, than to bring the
active part of our natural faculties to examine and com-
prehend the determinate properties of things, and so to ab-
stract a clear notion of what is seen and classified.
But since accuracy in the exercise of reason serves to

distnguish modern medical sauthors fim their ancesors,

in like manner there is nothing which so distinctly mars
the practisers of the art as their having adopted the higher
principles of conduct in their daily life and practice, thereby
forcibly contrasting with the illogical infidelity of thei
forefathers, and their (too often) corresponding immo-
rality.

It may appear, perhaps, somewhat singular that two such
qualities as these we are considering, soundness in the art
of reasoning, and a bold advocacy of the principles of re-

ligion, should twenty-four years ago have been found united
in one medical writer. Nevertheless, such is the cas: in
the year 1830, Dr. Abercrombie published his work on the
Intectual Powers and the Investigation of Truth; and in
1833, appeared the smaller essay on the Philosophy of thc
Morad Fedings. Regarding this work, a recent writer
remarks:
"This little volume may be regarded as forming the con-

necting link between the larger and more metaphysical work,
and the series of tracts on practical religion, which he also
wrote. It points out the distinction; but, at the same time,
the haimony and co-operation, which exists between the intel-
lectual powers and the moral feelings. It gives a detailed
analysis of man as a moral being, in which the existence and
operation of conscience as a distinct and regulating principle of
the mind is insisted on; it criticises the different theories of
morals which have been propounded by various philosophers,
takes exception to them all, as not duly recognising the antho.
rity of conscience; maintains the perfect consistency with the
strict course of philosophic inquiry, of an appeal to revelation;
and concludes with what virtually is a practical application of
the subject-a disquisition on the moral relation of man to
the Deity."

We quote this passage from a biographical sketch of
Dr. Abercrombie, by Dr. Douglas Maclagan, to whom the
profession is indebted for an " unvarnished tale" of the lift
and character of a great and good man; and to whom we
tender our thanks for having furnished us, not only with
the thoughts which have suggested this article, but with
one of the best illustrations in support of the opinions
which it unfolds. It is to such men as Abercrombie that
science, in its best sense, owes the realities of its conclusions,
and it is to such men that the votaxies of science owe the
right methods of applying that higher kind of logic, which
teaches them to use their reason in the most advantageous
manner for the discovery of trith; which points out the
criterions by which they may be sure they have attained it;
and which, by detecting the sources of error, and exposing
the haunts where fallacies are apt to lurk, at once warn
them of their danger, and shows them how to avoid it.*
We are therefore disposed to regard Abercrombie as a

kind of firstfruit of that healthier spirit which is animating
our own times, and instructing our youth in the possibility
of bringing the testimony of natural reason to maintain the
principles of our higher nature; nay, more than this, the
bright example of Abercrombie's modesty and patience will
serve to show that the pursuit of scientific investigation
may be carried on with advantage in every situation in
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