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ANOMALOUS POSITION OF MILITIA
SURGEONS.

AMONGST the citizens of the world, there are none who
hold a position so strikingly anomalous as the members of
the medical profession. As the ministers of an art which
concerns every member of the community, they are pubic
men, in the fullest acceptation of the term. In the most
important matters connected with the management of state
aiirs, their services are at all times beinu called into re-
quisition. In the performance of his duty, the medical
man often holds a position as onerous and as important
as that of a miniser of the crown, the commander
of an army, or the judge on the bench: yet, by a series of
strange and unfortunate circumstances, the profession of
medicine has the weakest of all voices in arranging those
plans by which the affairs of the nation are carried on.
Even in the great questions relating to the administration
of his own professional services, the medical man is rarely
if ever consulted. If the members of the executive require
his assistance, they call for it immediately, and use it un-
sparingly, but only as an instrument over which they must
have direct and absolute controL To add to this despotic
treatment, too, the peonal interests of the medical officer
re last thought of: like the unhappy mistress of a rich

de6auchk, he is without legal rights, and cared for only so
long as he suits the purposes of those who claim over him

abused authority.
The truth of these statements could not be more fully

sorroborated than in what is now called the grievance of
She militia surgeons. The government of this country, fore-
*eeing or fearing war, call into play an additional force for
Abe defence of our own shores; and the militia is organised.
Of course a medical staff is required, as one of the most im-
portant parts of this organisation. Educated men, prac-
Sising in different districts, become the miitia surgeons;
and, even in times of peace, find soon to their cost that the
duties implied bear with them no importat induenc, and,
In a pcuna _se, tend to the losng sid As it now

turns out, in a time of war, that which was previously only
barely tolerable becomes an absolute grievance. The force
with which the medical officer is connected moves about
from place to place, and assumes the fighting attitude; yet
his position as an officer remains unaltered; while he is
prevented from performing those private duties upon which
he depends for an existence. He becomes, in fact, s
soldier on active service, subjected to aU the vicissitudes
of a soldier's life, but possessing no more of the rights
of a soldier than his legal neighbour, who remains at home,
engrossing his parchment, increasing his practice, and en-
joying peace.

With these statements before us, we need not wonder
that the militia surgeons have published the spirited ap-
peal to the justice of the government which we here sub.
join:-

"January 1st, 1855.
"The medical officers of the embodied militia force having

observed in the various recent orders in Counicil, and more
especially in a recent Act of Parliament to enable Her Majesty
to accept the services of the Militia on Foreign Stations, that
whilst commissions in the line and otber favours have been
freely offered to the regimental officers, yet the claims of the
medical branch of the service have been alto-ether overlooked,
feel themselves compelled to submit to lIer Majesty's Govern-
ment a brief statement of the disadvantages under which they
at present labour, and strongly, yet most respectfully, to solicit
a just and fair consideration of them.
"I. The militia medical officer is at least equally qualified

with that of the line or the ordnance department., his education
has been as perfect in every respect, as protracted, and as
expensive; but the present militia surgeons are generally of
more mature age, have been resident in fixed localities, and
have gained knowledge and practical experience: when they
accepted their commissions, they never anticipated absence
from home, beyond a limited period of one month in each year,
except only in the case of foreign invasion. Under tlhese cir.
cumstances, they submit that their position is more disadvan-
tageous than that of young men who enter the service at an

earlier period, and adopt it as a profession from the com-
mencement

"xn. The duties ot,.the militia medical officers are at least as
onerous and as important as those of any other branch of the
senice; nay, in many instances, they are more so. He must
examine hundreds of recruits; he must commence and ange
and organise his regimental hospital, with its staff of seijeant
and orderlies, out of the most crude and inefficient material;
and often he is obliged to perform all this important duty alone
aud unassisted, without even the advantage of an assistant.
surgeon. Yet let these duties be ever so well performed, and
ever so long continued, they constitute no ground for preent
promotion, and offer no hope for future provision: it seems a

hardship that so striking a difference should be made to his
disadvantage.

"s in. The militia medical officer, who is seldom a man of
extensive private means, is subjected to great expense, in order
that he may perfectly conform to the regulations of the servce;
his uniform, his outfit, his contributions to the band and mess
funds, and other expenditur, that need not be now enumsr-


