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31r.. CLENDON'S paper is itn the lhands of the compositor.
DR. T. ROBEIRTSON, of Nottinighalmi, wisihes us to state that thP meteorologi.
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MEDICAL HERO-WORSHIP: ITS EVILS, AND
THEIR REMEDY.

THz practice of rendering special honours to special men
has the sanction of great antiquity, and has been espe-
cially conspicuous in the history of medicine. We have
become accustomed to select the names of a few men, as
Hippocrates, Galen, Harvey, John Hunter, and Jenner, and
to hold them up to the admiration of the whole world,
omitting in our blind idolatry to give honour to manyothers,
upon whose labours the works of our special heroes have
been founded.

There can be no doubt, that every man who adds to the
capital of medical knowledge is essentially a great man,
and there is as little doubt that every man who thus
pwhes on our noble art, hopes in the end to have his
labours recognised by the world. What man indeed is
there that would work and write without this incentive to
action ? Surely none. The hope is legitimate, honourable,
ennobling, and in every way most valuable. But how do
we treat the impulse which gives rise to it, when we praise
one man to the exclusion of another? With unkindness,
with injustice, is the only possible reply !
We have shown with some care in the early numbers of

last year, that no leading medical discovery was ever the
absolute work of a single man; that in discovery there are
always steps-always progress; and that the greatest honour

is often due to the man who commenced, rather than to
him who completed the work, and to whom the chief
merit is generally awarded. This statement needcl no new
proof nor illustration: the facts are indisputable. It is
therefore not fair at once to raise a huge monument of
adulation to the successful genius whose head has appeared
over the summit of the mountain: we ought first to re-
trace the journey such an one has made, to see by whom
the steps of the difficult ascent have been carved out, and
to award to every one of the labourers in the task the
honours which he has fairly earned. Anything less than
this is "hero-worship"; a worship false in principle, and
one which acts as a clog to genius, and an iron bond to
industry.

But, before the ideas which we now throw out can be
rightly appreciated and applied, a great innovation in our
system of medical educatiou must be introduced; the stu-
dent of medicine must be taught that his science has a past
and a future, as well as a present meaning. He must not
be surfeited with repetitions of the lives and work-s of a few
famous and favoured men, but must be made to grasp the
progress of all medical science through the labours of aUl
who have promoted that progress; and he must also be
inspired and deeply imbued with the feeling, that every
honest work which he may undertake will in the end re-
ceive a just and certain recognition, though that work be
but the foundation or the middle part of the structure he
assists in erecting, and though another and more fortunate
hand shall-perhaps in after ages-place the cope-stone on
the finished edifice.
The means for the introduction of this new element

into medical education are few and simple. Let professor-
ships of medical history be established in aU our medical
schools, and let the examining boards insist that the pre-
liminary knowledge of the student shall not be based on a

mere acquaintance with two or three particular classical
authors, but on a general comprehension of the past history
of that profession of which he is about to become a member.
Let this be done, and the proposal here given on paper will
become the principle in living action.

In proportion as men are barbarous, so have they their
individual representatives of heroism. In proportion as
men are civilised, so does mental capacity universally
become enlarged, so does every man become a hero in him-
self, and all become coequal. There can, indeed, be little
progress while power is concentrated in the unit, and while
the masses merely look on in inactive admiration. If other
men then, in the republic of the world, still cling to a false
dogma, and chant divine praises to their Odins and Ma-
homets, let them continue doing so till they weary of it:
but let us of the republic of medicine, in direct contrast,
lay hero-worship decently in its grave, and proclaim the
broad principle, that every one is a hero who works with aU
his energies, and performs with honour his allotted tam


