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TO CORRESPONDENTS.
COMMUNICATIONS FOR THF.EDITOR AND GENERL SECRETARY may, after

the 2.5th Instant, he atddressed to his residenece, 37, RuSSELL SdUAIE,
LONDONq.
No LovER or INUtt'[NF. writes-" I shall feel obliged by Your infornming

me in answers to corresptontdents if yon conisider there is anything unprofes.
sional in tollowing the coua-se of practice illustrated iu the subjoinied state-
meLt.
" 1. A. practises as a genieral practitioner in a large town, aud, inistead of

dispensing at his own residence, he engages two established chemists in dif-
ferent and distaut pars of the towI to stpuviv the whole of his medlicinies.
2. He arranges to pay his dispensing chemists a fixed asum for mixtures,
powders, pills, etc., which they undertake to send ouL 3. Wheni A. does not

thinik proper to credit patients, he anithorises his dispensers to receive his
charges for the mnedicine which, together with the inedicine are r-egularly
entered in A.'s ltay-book, oni every occaisiotn, whether the imiedicinie is tirst
supplied or repettel. 4. To economnise timie and laboir, by gaininlg reater
regularity of patients' attendance, A. hires rooms of his more distant dis-
penser, whichhe visits at stated intervals to imieet hlis more distalnt patients."
As regards 1 and 2, A. does what is niow becoming usual in many places.

Tshe p.lan is found to diminish the receipts of the general practitioner, aud to
weaken hiis counectinu witlh his clieiits. In 3 andl 4, A. ackniowledges an
alliance with th IWo clieiists whiilh is calculattedt to loser the legitimiate
status of a pratitioner in the eyes of tIk public anud of his brethreni.
MR. ItoRmurCK'S COMSITTEr.. We intend(i to print tlke whole of the evi-

dence so far as it relates directlv or inidirectly t.. the Arm)y Mledlical lDepart-
menit. An authentic colpy of the evidlence hiasnot yet reachel uis. The most
conmplete report is that which is in course of publication hy the Ditac.l)r.
A-ndrew Smuith lias antnoiunced his intention to resigtn, and perhaps has

already resignetd, his ottice as l)irector General. It is well ktunwn that the
MIedical Department of the Army is to be entirely reorganised. No pledge
has yet beeni giveL by I.ord I'anmure tttat in the appointments about to be
made mierit and csp;acitv are to be the qualitications soviglit for. It is cur-
rently ruintured that pnivate iifltence will as lhcretofore be oimnipotent. A

heavy responsibility rests uponi Mr. Itoebuck and his colleagues.
CO)NsrSTINOPLE 1OSPTrAL. It has certainly beeni sitied in the Edfin-

hurgh (Gitardian aind other newspapers that Lord l'anninRlre has (lelegated the
formationi of the imiedical staff to l'rohessor Simpson of Edinburgh; but we
thinik tlmmtt our correslpondent lhas been niisiniforn,ied on thie other points.

Mr. JoHN J. NAsoN. T'his getntlemao's tiame was misprinted MASON, in
our report ip. 285), of thie studenits' mieeting- laitely held in St. IMartint's fall.

PARAGRAPHS FRO-M OUR PORTFOLIO.
V.VACCINATION AS A DEPARTMENT OF STATE MEDICINE.

In the year 1853, when the Vaccination Bill was being
hurried through both Houses of Parliament, we took occa-
sion to observe that, however desirable it might be to make
the vaccination of the people compulsory, yet the ma-
chinery of the measure was very defective, and that its pro-
posed treatment of the medical profession was unjust and
insulting. It will be recollected that discussions took place
at Branch neetings of our Association regarding Lord Lyt-
telton's plan of legislation, and that a deputation from the
Metropolitan Counties Brauchwaited upon Lord Palmerston
(then Home Secretary) to represent to him what was be-
lieved to be the opinion of the profession. At that inter-
vew, his lordship was informed that compulsory vaccination
and efcient vaccination of the people were not convertible
terms; and that medical men were alarmed at the indiffer-
ence shewn to their interests in the proposed measure,
which threw upon them increased labour without additional
remuneration, and which placed them still under the con-
trol and direction of the Guardians of the Poor, a class of
officials who have not generally proved themselves the
friends of the poor or of the medical profession, and by
which they are from their deeds disliked, and in some
instxnces held in merited abhorrence. It was represented,
moreOver, that although vaccination might be extended by
compusion, yet no means had been devised for the due
.*p.ruanidesaceof the operation, and that no security was

pOYided for the continuous supply of pure lymph.

We are therefore very much gratified to find that thee
sentimentd-sentiments which have always been expresed
and entertained by us-have been adopted by the President
and Council of the Epidemiological Society, and embodied
by them in that very able and elaborate Report which we

published at p. 276 of our last number. The objections
which exist to the present working of the Act, together with
some valuable suggestions towards improving it, will be
found admirably set forth in that document. We fear, how-
ever, that the IHouses of Parliament are in no humour at
present to undertake such a question as State Vaccination;
but, nevertheless, we hope that the Epidemiological Society
wilt persevere in its endeavours, and force the question
upon the attention of the Legislature.

It will be quite impossible for us to follow in detail all
the points alluded to in this Report, and we can only advert
to a few passages which have reference to the good already
accomplished, and that which is still to be effected.

In the first place, we rejoice to find that the late Act has
given a remarkable impetus to the practice of vaccination;
for that while, in the year 1853, the number of vaccinations
amounted to 291,271, in the next year, or that following
the passage of the Act, the number was more than doubled,
as it amounted to 408,824. Still, it is found that the prac-
tice of vaccination is far from universal; and that, for in-
stance, in the Liverpool Union, while the number of regis-
tered births was 9,150, the vaccinations under one year of
age were only 5,268; in the Greenwich Union, there were

3,599 births, and only 1,922 vaccinations; in the Lambeth
Union, 5,221 births, and only 2,194 vaccinations. Now,
there is here still an enormous disproportion between the
births and the vaccinations; and the disproportion will
probably become greater as time advances, and the fear of
the compulsory clauses ceases to operate.
The causes which have conduced to obstruct the perfect

success of the Vaccination Act are almost precisely those
which we pointed out in 1853; and we have now the satis-
faction of strengthening our arguments by the deliberate
convictions of the President and Council of the Epidemio-
logical Society. The fact is, that the intention of the new
Act is very good, but the machinery by which it is pro-
posed to work it is extremely bad. The registration clauses
are not efficient, because no remuneration is provided for
the medical registrars; and it cannot be a matter of sur-
prise that men will not always do work for nothing, more
especially when it is found, as in the present case, that pro-
vision is made for the payment of the registrars of births
and deaths, and that no corresponding provision is made
for paying the medical men for the additional duties im-
posed upon them.

Again, it has always struck us as a monstrous absurdity
that a great hygienic measure, like the vaccination of the
people, should be entrusted to the management of the Poor-
law Board and the local Boards of Guadians. If one ci-
cumetanee more than another could render v.ccinaLica
hbateful to the public, it surely would be its oexion th


