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ALLEGE;D FORGERY OF A DIPLOMA OF MEMBER-
SHP OF THE E(IYAL COLLEGE OF SURGrEONS.

Court of Qeee's Bench, Westminster, January 30. (Sittings
in Banco, before Lord Campbell and Justices

Coleridge, Wightman, and Crompton.)
EX PARTE THE BOYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.

Mr. J. WiL.E, Q.C., movel for a rule calling upon Henry
Frederick Hodgson, a person residing at Cradley-heath, in the
county of Stafford, to show cause why a criminal information
should not be filed against him for the forgery of a diploma of
membership of the Royal College of Surgeons. It appeared
that Hodgson had been assistant to a surgeon named Higgs,
in the same place, and on his death he gave it out that he was
going to practise as a surgeon on his own account. He invited
several perons into his house to inspect his diploma. The
name of" Hodgson" appeared to have been written over an

eaure; and it turned out that the year 1850 had been altered
to 1855, and that one of the examiners who had signed the
diploma was an examiner in the year 1850, but was not so in
the year 1855. It also appeared that the number of the diploma
was 25,921, and that no diploma with so hiigh a number had
been ever given. The number of Mr. Iliggs's diploma was
2,592. It was also stated that Hodgson, by represeniting that
he was duly qualified to practise as a surgeon, had got hiimself
appoited vaccinator by the board of guardians, but his ap-
pointment had since been rescinded on the discovery that he
was not duly qualified. He had thus been guilty of a forgery
at common law, and was indictable for the misdemeauiour.
Lord CAnBELL said, the College of Surgeons would do well

to have the case investigated, and, if proved, the party shoull
be punished; but his Lordship thought it was not a case in
which the Court ought to interfere.
The other judges concurred.-Rule refused.

ALLEGED POISONING AT MANCHESTER.
On Wednesday, Januay 23rd, a charge was brought before

the Manchester magistrates, against James Monaghan, aged
254 Geo Barry, Edward Dunn, and iMr. T. B. Holland, a
sugeon, of poisoning Monaghan's father, in August last, in
order to recover the sum of £.30 from the Diadem Life As-
surance Company, under a life policy effected on the old man.

Mr. Bradleugh, who conducted the case for the prosecution,
having satisfed himself that he conld not justly include MIr. T.
B. Holland in the charge, applied to the Court that he might
be discharged from custody, and allowed to give evidence in
this case. This applicain was granted, and Mr. IHolland was
transferred from the dock to the witness-box.

Mr. BRADLEUGH stated that the prisoners were charged witlh
the murder of John Monaghan, the father of the prisoner
James Monaghan, by adniinistering to him acetate of lead.
From the statement made, it would appear that the old man
Monaghan had the sugar of lead given him in some whiskey,
of which liquor he was in the habit of drinking considerable
quantities; and the nature of the defence to be set up on behalf
of some of the prioners was, that he was suffering from
dysentery, and that the sugar of lead was given him as a re-
cogised agent in the treatment of that complaint. It is said,
that the poison was administered in repeated doses, always in
whiskey, in which liquor the acetate of lead is colourless,
though a solution in water becomes turbid and milky. During
the illnes of the old man-for he is said to have had an attack
of dysentery-we are informed he was attended as a pauper by
Mr. John Hatton, surgeon, Oxford Road, as medical officer of
the Choriton Union.
THOMAS BLLL HoLLaND, surgeon, of Salford, gave evidence,

in the course of which he stated :-Dunn and Barry were at my
hotse me Sunday afternoon-I believe in the month of Sep-
tember, after the death of old Monaghan. We had some
whiske to drink I wa during that time mixing up a lotion
staig liqor of lead. Dunn said, " That's a curious mix-

tae; }w is tthat itrs milky?' I 9d"Wha iis mind
with water, it goes that wasy; that itwas apoison,andtherdW
I labelled it poison.'" Dunn asked if it was milly with any
other iluid? I sai," Its not genenlysoi spirituous liquas.
Dunn asked me,"Ifalittle leadwerepuiin the wikey,wouldit
be the same colour as if mixed with water" Isaid, " No; itwoul
be colourless." Inthe latterpartoftheyear,DunnandMonagh.an
called upon me atmy house. It was in the afternoon. We had
some whiskey together in my sitting-room. I drank the whei of
my whiskey, unless it was a Iittle which was rinsed oit. I believe
I threw it away, because it contained a few grins of aetate of
lead. I had put them in with a spatula, just to show the differ
ence of the colour between mixing it with water and with spirit
[The witness seemed to give this portion of his evidence with
great reluctance.] Dunn stated that the oId man had drunk a
great deal of whiskey, and that that was the cause of his death.
Dunn said that old Monaghan had taken small quantities of
acetate of lead in his whiskey. He then asked mc what it was
for, and I told him it was sometimes given in cases of dysen-
tery, in very small doses. I said it should not be given to any man
witilhout medical advice, as it was poison. I told him it would
take at the least a scruple to halt a drachm to produce death.
He asked ine where it could be got from. I said I got mine at
Peatson's, in Broughton-road, and he asked me if he could get
it there as he was passing to go to a place called Barlows. I
did not know what he wanted it for then. This was after old
Monaghan's deatht.

After some further evidlence the inqiry was adjourmed. It
was resumed on Wednesday last, and is still in course of in-
vestigation. Much mystery appears to be connected with it;
and a new charge has been raised against two other men, of
forging a will purporting to be that of the late John Monaghan.

ACCIDENTAL POISONING. On Tuesday week last, three gentle.
men were accidentally poisoned at a dinner party at Provost
M'Lver's house, Dingwall, Scotland. It appears that the party
consisted of Provo9t M'Iver, Mr. L. Mi. Mackenzie, of Findon,
two Catholic piiests, and several ladIes. After dinner, and
when the ladies had retired, the gentlemen were seized with
p)ains in the throat and mouth, and in half an hour the two
priests and Mr. Mackenzie were dead. Provost M'Iver has re-
covered. The roast meat was garnished with aconitum napellus
instead of horse-radish. The names of the priests are the
Rev. James Gordon Beanley, and the Rev. Angus Mackenzie
Eskdale. Mr. Mackenzie was about to become son-in-law to
Lord Lovat. None of the ladies were affected.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

LETTERS and other Cox1-wuNCATIO' forthe JO AL should be direed
to the private address of the Fditor, 39, Curzon Street, May Fair.

To COXTRIBUTORS. The Editor would feel glad if Nlembers of the Asso-
ciation and others, would cooperate wish him in establishing as a rule, tha
in future no paper for publication shall exceed two pages of the Journal in
length. If the writers of long communications knew as well as the Editor
does, that lengthy papers always deter the reader from coinmenciug them,
this great evil would never arise. Brevity is the soul of muedical writing-
still more than of wit.
Members should rermember that corrections for the current week'sJoueA.L

should not arrive later than Wedieaday.
Ts £OtN) F;;Nn. In answer to se-eral correspondents wio have inquired

respectinig their subscriptions to this Fund, we beg to reprint the advertiss.
nient whichi appeared iij this JVUI:NAL of September 21st, 1855. " The £1000
u'und.-Notice to Donors. The proposals to raise a Thousand Pounds for the

secure establishment of the AssocIALTION MEDICAL JocitNAL having been
unsuccessful, Inotice is hereby given, that all monies collected for such Fund,
will, on anld after the lst of November, be returned to the DonioTs, minus a
small deduction for postage, printing, etc., the exact amount of wlhich has not
yet been deterniined, as the disbursements were made by various parties. In
the meani time, communications addressed to the £1000 Fund Committee,
will be received by .Joh:i Rose Cormack, Hon. Sec. to the Committee."
In adeition to this notice, we ueed only add, that as the Association in its

corporate capacity hbal nothing to do with the raising of this Fund, and as
other means have been taken to pay off its liabilities, it caninot take upon itserf
to collect any of the cotntribtutions, and to put them to the credit of members
who have not already paid their subscriptions.
Mn. Josic GonruAx. We accept the correspondence with thanks. It shall

be published next week.
Communications hmre been receiVed from:-MP. H. HALL; MIL I. KmrT

Joins; Da. JOHN CONOLLY; ML. HzNRY DAYm&K; Ma. G. B. MASsus;
DR. RaDFORD; MR. G. M. HuxrasY; Dv. Muarys ; Ma. J. R. llu3Pzsnaxs
(Shrewasbury); Mn. CRAWvORD ; MLJOnN GoisAx;MR. W. B. REsTEVZN;
Ma. Jonr WI'NDSO; Da. C. J. l *; MaL J. C. S. J7wetuos; DarSiow;
DR. F. J. BROWN; ML AuausT15 P D;AscR MR. Krsto (Bath); Ma. Eun
CLARKE (Worcester); ,a. M. JACKSON; MiL JOHN PROPERT; DIL P. H.
WLLIAMS; DR. D. NOBLE; MR. SAKUEL Ditw; X& T. HOLXMS; DR.
TYLE SMIrTE; and Ma. HooPsa.


