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success or failure of the operation. These circumstances have
convinced the commissioners of the imperative necessity of
some legislative remedy for the woful state of things described,
aud they make the obvious suggestion to extend the Compul-
sory Vaccination Act, now in force in England, to the sister
kingdom, as they are persuaded " that infinite benefit would re.
sult from the enactment of any system of compulsory vaccina-
tion." As regards the cholera, it is shown that the last outbreak
in Ireland was, comparatively speaking, remarkably mild, and
the mortality surprisingly low. Some cases are adduced, giving
strong support to the " contagion" theory of the oiigin of the
disease. The results of the arrangements made to meet the
epidemic were most satisfactory, and were mainly attributable
to the commissioners havina been enabled to bring iinto speedv
operation the whole dispensary organisation immediately on an
outbreak in any locality. The expediency of extending to Ire-
land the amended sanitary laws, passed for England in 18S5, is
urged on the attention of the Government. As an addetidum to
this report may be briefly noticed that of the Dublin hospital
Commissioners, dated the 4th of December, 1835. Their re-
commendations chiefly refer to matters of detail, but they again
urge the expediency of appointing a permanrent commission to
supervise the conduct of these hospitals. The total income of
the Dublin hospitals in five years endcd MIarch 31st, 185n5,
amounted to £:32,703, the expen1diture to.£27,771, and the total
number of patients admitted to 10,381.

FREE TtADE IN MEDICINE. The Edinburgh MlonthIy Journal
for this month says: " It is one unfortunate result of the recent
wranglings about medical politics, that a feeling has, in some
quarters, been engendered, that the State shouild not, in any
way, interfere with medicine, and that the pulblic should be
allowed to select their medical advisels just as at present they
select their gardeners, their bakers, and their brewers. This
idea is founded on a misconception of tbe theory of free trade,
on whichl it professes to be based. Any scheme of medical
legislation that did not leave the subject entirely at liberty to
choose his physician, should have no support from uis; anid we
simply ask for the practitioners of medicine the same facilities
for intelligent selection that the public seems determined to
have for regulating their purchases of the drugs and other sub-
stances prescribed by these very physicians. For example,
champagne, brandy, and arrow-root, are all well-known articles
of exotic produce; but it is well known that we have indigenous
imitations of the three, and it is open to the public to have the
home or the foreign componnd exactly as suits their taste; but
if a person is willing to pay for champagne, he shouild be pro-
tected from being cheated with gooseberry cordial; if he wishes
brandy, hie is not to be cozened into the purchase of treacleised
whisky; and if he desiderates arrow-root, is it fair that potato.
starch shouild be palmed npon him? In like manner, if the
British subject chooses to believe that his ailments may be
cured by hom¢opathic globules of nothing, by wet towels, by
sand-paper applied to the spine, or by meditative perusal of such
volumes as the Silent Frien2d, by all means let hiim do so. This
is a free country, and assuredly we have no desire to restrict its
freedom. But as there is a class of the community, wlo riglhtly
or wrongly are seriously of opinion that thie scientific stuidy of
the human frame, in health and disease, gives a man suiperior
qualifications for treating the 'ills that flesh is beir to', it is
but reasonable that this class should have the means of dis-
criminating such qualified persons from the herd of self-dubbed
doctors aiid apotlecaries, who, assuming the conventional title,
Bloat into practice by the aid of a reputation which belongs to
others and not to them. In cases of mal-practice, both au-
thorised and unauthorised practitionei-s should b,e amenable to
the law; and, in America, where medicine, like religion, is
allowed to take its own course, the coturts have their whips for
the iunskilful diplomatists who ought to know better, and their
scorpions for the quack who cannot know right from wrong.
Rather than that our present anonmalies should longer degrade
medicine, we would prefer the American system of non-inter-
ference; but it is becauise we think that there is room for a
modified legal system of medical order, that we would have the
sulbject pressed on the legislature, even althouglh nothinjg should
be accomplished by the committee presently sitting."
HEALTH OF Ma. BRIGHT, M.P. Mlany readers of a para.

graph which first appeared in the Globe, and has since gone
the round of the papers, may fell unnecessary anxiety respect-
ing Mr. Brigbts health. We hiave much pleasure, therefore,
in stating that the hon. member for Manchester left Ben Rhyd-
ding on lVedneeday last, quite free from the complaint-eon.

gestion of the brain-under which he has suffered during the
last few months, and in general good health. But, by way of
precaution, he is, by Dr. -Macleod's advice, about to take a pe-
destrian tour through the Highlands of Scotland during the
present month, and afterwards to spend about the same length
of time in Switzerland. His medical adviser has no doubt of
the hon. gentleman's returning to England as able as ever to
discharge his arduous duties. (Leeds Mercutry, May 3rd.)
STRANGE DiSCOVERY AT LANCASTER. Messrs. Willan and

Cleminson, of Market Street, Lancaster, are about converting
the house immediately behind their shop into a warehouse.
On Fridlay aftermoon, May 2nd, as a joiner was removing a
portion of wooden flooringt on the ground storey, he struck
against something immediately uuder the boards, which he at
first supposed to be a box. On taking it up, however, he dis-
covered that it was the portion of a skull, which he had
broken in pieces. On examining the spot more particularly, a
second lower jaw was found, with some skull bones. A broken
knife, the blade of wlhich was thickly coated with what ap-
peared to be blood, and a cloth, upon which there were evident
blood stains, was also picked up, and over all it seemed there
had been placed a layer of lime. It is evident that these re-
mains are the telltale of some deed of violence which is now
beyond all reach of investigation. The premises in question,
we understand, formed part of a public house known, 200 years
ago, as the White Lion. (Lantcaster Gutardian.)
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lengtih. If tlle writers of long communications knew as well as the Editor
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this greatl evil wouldi never arise. Brevity is the soul of medical writing-
Still more thiau of wit.
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

yaccine Lymph (fresh every Morn-
ing) will be forwardedi to Practitioniers tipou the lReceipt of Fifteen

One-Penniy Stanipi.-Aliply to 'Tr. IIARiLE, Surgeon, IBishop Stortford.

patent White Demys.--William Hoe,
I',, larelebone Street, Regent Street. London, begs to solicit particular

attention to his Patent IVOlRY.FSIN;SHED) WHITE IDENIYS, the enor-
mously-incrensing sale of whiclh offers the best proof of their nerits. By a
new andl improved method of finiishlinig, they are made to possess all the
advantages of glazing withlout 'its disadvautagges of expense, elnd thinning
effect uipon the laper. The finest powder will not adhere to their surface,
and being erntirely free from grease or fibre, are perfectly adapted for free
anid expeditious writing, while their price will be found considerably less thuan
is usually cbarged for the common kinds. Samples and prices sent free on
application. Fine Quality, 10is. Gd.; buperfine, 12s.; Extra Superfine, 13s.Gd.
per ream. Or supplied cut by machinery into small sizes, ready for dispens-
ing, free of charge.


