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not a few in the discussions at the meetings of the Association
for the Promotion of Social Science.

Before we conclude our remarks, we must not omit to record
our admiration of the philosophical sentiments uttered by the
President of the Section of Public Health, Recognising the
fact that it is not merely in the deaths, but in the impaired
constitution of the people, that the evils of sanitary neglect are
shown, he expresses a beliefto which all sanitary rcformers will
give their adhesion :—

* I believe that, whatever exceptions may be found in indi-
vidual instances, when you come to deal with men in the mass,
physical and moral decay necessarily go togethier : and it would
be small satisfaction to know that we had through a series of
ages successfully resisted every external agency, if we learnt too
late that that vigour and energy for which ours stands confess-
edly preeminent among the races of the world were being un-
dermined by a secret but irresistible agency, the offspring of
our own neglect, against which science and humanity had
warned us in vain.”

Sir Benjamin Brodie, too, in his address in the section of
Social Economy, touched on a subjest which has for a long
time engaged the attention of the medical profession : and we
trust that some practicable suggestions may emanate from the
-Association as to the management of our so-called public
charities, the abuses attendant on which are matter of noto-
riety.

In the section of Sanitary Science, we have noticed with sa-
tisfaction that several of the members of our Association have
been taking an active part. Mr. Michael of Swansea has read
a paper on “The Influence of Habitation on the Community ;"
and Mr. Rumsey of Cheltenham one ,on Density of Popula-
tion and Localisation of Dwellings.” But we must leave an
aceount of these and of the further proceedings of the Associa-
tion to a subsequent number.

THE WEEK.

AMr. GRIFFIN's letter in this day’s Jounsar illustrates another
of the annoyances to which the Poor-law medical officer is
liable; or rather, we should say, it illustrates two gricvances.,
First, his average salary per case is one shilling and three-
pence three farthings, while that of one of his colleagues is
fourteen shillings and seven pence—rather more than cleven
times the amount of Mr. Griftin's. Secondly, for the said
average of fifteen pence three farthings he is expected to pro-
vide and pay for the necessary professional aid in performing
amputations and other  capital ” operations. On these points
he remonstrates once more with the Poor-law Board; and in
the course of his letter he alludes to the circumstance that
*while his colleagues have not performed any operations of
importance during the last two years and a half (except in one
instance tapping a woman), he has had to amputate a limb
above the knee, remove part of a hand, a tumour of importance
from a child’s side, resect an clbow-joint, and operate for
strangulated hernia.” Surcly the labourer in such cases is
worthy of more than fifteen pence for his hire ?

The London police are having their ingcnuity employed in
¢ndeavouring to discover the victim and detect the perpetrators
of a most remarkable murder. On the morning of yesterday
(Friday) week, two young men, while in a boat on the Thames,
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found a carpet-bag resting on one of the abutments of Waterloo
Bridge. Tt contained the remains of what appeared to Le a
middle aged man. They consisted of a number of bunes,
forming nearly a complete skeleton, but wanting the head,
hands, and feet. The greatest portion of the flesh had been
removed, but a considerable part of the breast and the portion
of the side under the armpit still remained attached to the
ribs. The whole had evidently been soaking in brine for
several days, and a portion was in perfect preservation ; Lut
some parts, where the salt had not taken effect, were somewhat
decomposed. The bones had been divided with a very fine
saw, which, however, had been used unskilfully, as by a person
not accustomed to use such instruments, 'There was a deep
gash in the breast, as if from a stab with a knife. Tho bag
also contained a suit of clothes, of good quality. The clothes
were pierced, both before and behind, in several places, as
from stabs—seven being about the region of the heart. As
yet, all efforts to discover who the victim was have failed.
From the clothes being of foreign make, it is supposed that he
was a stranger in this country,

Assocration Fntelligenee,

LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS.

Letters or communications for the Jourxar should be ad-
dressed to Dr. WYNTER, Coleherne Court, Old Brompton, S.W,

Letters regarding the business department of the Jounxar,
and corrected proofs, should be sent to 37, Great Queen Street,.
Lincoln's Inn Fields, W.C.

LIST OF MEMBERS: NOTICE.

In accordance with Law 24, a list of members of the Dritisn
Mep1caL AssociaTioN will shortly be published. Gentlemen
whose designations or addresses are incorrectly given in the
last list, or on the wrappers of their Journals, will oblige by at
once forwarding the necessary corrections to the Editor of
the Journar, 37, Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields,
London, W.C.

ADMISSION OF MEMB3ERS, AND PAYMENT OF
SUBSCRIPTIONS.

Tue General Secretary of the British Medical Associationr
begs to call the attention of members to the Laws regarding
the ApmissioN of MEeMBERS, and the PavmexT of their Sun-
SCRIPTIONS.

“ Admission of Members., Any qualified medical practitioner,
not disqualified by any bye-law, who shall be recommended
as eligible by any three members, shall be admitted a member
at any time by the Commiittee of Council, or by the Council
of any Branch.”

“ Subscriptions. The subseription to the Association shall be
One Guineca annually; and each member, on paying his sub-
scription, shall be entitled to receive the publications of the
Association for the cuirent year. The subscription shall date
from the 1st Junuary in each year, and shall be considered as
due unless notice of withdrawal be given in writing to the
Secretary on or Lefore the 25th of December previous.”

Lither of the following modes of payment may be adopted :—

1. Payment by Post-Office Order to the Treasurer (Sir C,
Hastings, M.D., Worcester), or to the undersigned.

2. Payment to the Secretary of the DBranch to which the
member belongs.

3. Members residing in the Metropolis and vicinity can make
their payments through the publisher of the Britisu MEDICAL
Journat, Mr. Thomas John Honeyman, 37, Great Queen
Street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, W. C.

Purrre H. Winriaxs, General Secretary.
Worcester, October 1857,
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BATH AND BRISTOL BRANCH:
MEETING.

AxEOrdinary Mecting of this Branch was held at the York
House, Bath, on September 24th, at 7 p.ar.; A. PricHarp,
Esq., President, in the Chair.  There were also preseni: J. S,
Bartium, Fx~q. (Bath); W, H. Brace, Esy. (Bath); W. Bush,
Esg. (Bath): W. J. Church, Esq. (Bath); I. Cockey, Esq.
(Frome); J. Crang, Bsq. (Timsbury) ; N. Crisp, Esq. (Bristol) ;
W. Davies, M.D. (Bath); J. G. Davey, M.D. (Northwoods); C.
Edwards, E<q. (Batheaston) ; I', Flower, Esq. (Chilcompton);
E. L. Fox, M.D. (Bristol); Jas. Godfrey, Esq. (Bristol); W,
Henderson, M.D. (Bristol); W. B. Herapath, M. D. (Bristol) ; R.
C. lolland, Fsq. (Bath); J. C. Jennings, Esq. (Malmsbury) ;
G. King. Isq. (Bath) ; J. Lancaster, sq. (Bristol) ; C. Leonard,
Esq. (Bristol): F. Mason, Ksq. (Bath); E. S. Mayor, lisq.
(Bristol); J. Metford, Esq. (Bristol) ; G. Norman, Esq. (Bath);
J: Parsons, Esq. (Beckington); G. Skinner, Esq. (Bath); J.
K. Spender, Esq. (Bath); R. N. Stone, Esq. (Bath); S, H.
Swayne, Esq. (Bristol); J. A. Symouds, M.D. (Bristol) ; G.
Terry, Esq. (Mells); J. Tunstall, M.D. (Bath). Mr. White of
Frome attended as a visitor.

The minutes of the last ordinary meeting were read and
confirmed.

ORDINARY

NEW MEMBERS,

E. L. Fox, M.D., and W. Henderson, M.D., of Bristol, were
balloted for, and unanimously clected members of the
Branch.

SUGAR A8 AN ARTICLE OF DIET IN DIABETES.

BY W.BUDD, M.D.

{In the absence of Dr. Budd, the paper was read by Dr.
Herupath. It will be published in the Journar.]

Dr. Svvoxps, after remarking on the highly interesting and
valuable character of Dr. Budd’s communication, said that the
case, if it proved nothing else, proved the advantage of an en-
tirc change of diet. Whether the ingestion of sugar can be
good as a chemical element, would have to be proved by a col-
lection of several cases. It must not be forgotten that a like
improvement has been observed in a vast number of cases in
which a chunge had been made from a mixed diet to one that
excluded saccharine and farinaceous articles. Dr. Symonds
alluded to cases, in which all the characteristic symptoms and
chemical cvidences of diabetes returned when the patients had
deviated from the strict rules of dict. He thought that M.
Bernard had proved by experiments that diabetes consisted
essentially in excess of the glycogenic function of the liver;
that is,in its making sugar in excess, and at the expense of the
albuminoid constituents of the blood. If the use of sugar in
food should be found to restrain this morbid increase of func-
tion on the part of the liver, it would be a remedy. Dr. Sy-
monds alluded to the advantage derived for a time from medi-
cines, such as nitric acid, carbonate of ammonia, and particu-
larly cressote and opium, tonics, cod-liver oil, ete.; and said
that, as it has been found by M. Bernard and others, that the
production of sugar in the blood was very much influenced by
impressions made on distant organs, as the brain and even the
lungs, nnd reflected on the liver, it was probable that our
various remecdial measures and plans of dict were suceessful or
not in diabetes according as they improved the functions of
the stomach, duodenum, and intestines, calmed the nervous
system, and directly or indirectly amended the nction of the
liver. Perhaps it would be proved that the exclusion of sac-
charine food, in the established system of trcatment of this
disease, had done good by its influence on the digestive func-
tions, rather than by its chemical restrictions; and, on the
other hand, that, when a patient was getting worse under such
a dict, and craving for something different, the change even to
a saccharine aliment might, for a time at least, improve his
condition, as in the case just detuiled.

Dr. Davies said that the great object in the treatment of dia-
betes was to improve, by every means, the powers of digestion.
The proof by Bernard of the formation of sugar in the liver
from nitrogenous food takes from the received treatment its
chief support, and renders it less incumbent to exclude the
saccharine and amylaccous clements from the diabetic dict.

Dr. HerAaraTi would call the attention of the meeting to the
following points in Dr. Budd’s case:—1. The patient was only
18 years of age, aud an agricultural labourer. 1t was, therefore,
one of those evanescent and more easily munageable eases, and
not of that confirmed chronic character which are usually so
troublesome to cure. 2. Although no caunse had been assigned
for the onset of the discase, the probability is that exposure to

the inclemency of the weather was the exciting cause. 3. In
reference to the treatment, although sugar, treacle, and honey,
had been employed freely, yet these must be considered more
as articles of dietary than as curative remedies. 4. Dr. Budd
did not say that the sugar had wholly disappeared. The his-
tory of the ease clearly showed a most striking improvement
after the adoption of this dietary ; and, at first sight, the results,
which were so contrary to all experience, appeared startling.
Every onc accustomed to diabetic patients must have seen the
ill cflects resulting from indulgence in fruit or cven starchy
food, which, by the agency of the saliva and pancreatic fluids,
are convertible into glucose. But glucose was not cane-sugar;
and here was the grand distinguishing pointin the case. Three
varictics of sugar wcre given by Dr. Budd—sugar candy,
treacle or molasses, and honey. The first two were cane-sugar,
fermentible with very great difficulty, and only capable of un-
dergoing fermentation after conversion into glucose by the as-
similation of the elements of water. There was no evidence to
prove that the stomach can convert cane-sugar into grape-
sugar or glucose. The stomach, or the sahv;u‘y or pancreatic
fluid, do not possess any such converting action, so far as is
known. Cane-sugar consists of C12 H? 0% + 2 HO; and glucose,
of C12 H OM; so that, to convert cane into grape sugar, three
equivalents of water must be added to, or rather combined with
the sugar. Now, to accomplish this, the chemist employs pro-
longed digestion in dilute sulphuric acid, and aids the con-
version by heat. Gcenerally, a solution of sugar in an acid of
3 per cent. requires about forty-six or forty-eight hours diges-
tion, at a temperature of 130° or 150° Fahr. (Hydrochloric
acid, or even prolonged digestion with alkalies, will do the
same.) It is well known that starch, C? H' O, will, in the
stomach, assimilate water, and become glucose, C1? H O3, A
parallel action appears to occur here; but still it is not identical,
the starting points being different. Although the gastric juice,
and the pancreatic and salivary fluids, are all acid, yet they are
much weaker than 3 per cent.; and no one will presume to say
that a temperature of more than 98° Fahr. can be attained in the
stomach, or that this chemical action can be kept up during
forty-eight hours; and this even exclusive of the acid being
different from that requisite for the change. The probability
is, therefore, that the cane-sugar is not converted into grape-
sugar or glucose by the stomach during the process of di-
gestion. But, even in Dr. Budd's case, there was ground lost
when honey was given, the quantity of urine increasing, and
the specific gravity rising. Honey is a variety of grape-sugar.
All the crystals in honey are glucose ; this, if taken as a dietary
by diabetic patients, appears in the urine, as all know. Dr.
Herapath could not, therefore, on these grounds, agrce with
Dr. Budd in permitting grape-sugar to be partaken of by dia-
betic patients, or consider it advisable that any large amount
of starchy food should be given; but he was quite prepared to
allow cane-sugar, or any of its varieties, as an addition to a full
allowance of nitrogenous diet to such patients. It was erro-
ncous to consider that the experiments of M. Bernard prove
that the liver, and not the stomach, is the cause of diabetes.
The probability is, that both causes are in action—the power
which the stomach has of producing grape-sugar from starch,
and also the power which the liver possesses of extracting
sugar (inosite ?) from decomposed or effete tissue; and, until
we determine which organ is in fault in any particular case, or
can treat both organs satisfactorily and simultaneously, we
shall be unable to cure diabetes. The peculiarity with respect
to this disease is the great want of animal heat which all dia-
betic paticnts possess ; and Dr. Herapath had noticed that, if we
can persuade our patients to take more exercise, the quantity
of sugar decreascs, and the animal heat improves. There is
somc grand connexion between respiration and diabetes. Im-
prove respiration, and sugar disappears from the urine. Is it
oxidised in the system or lungs, and couverted into carbonic
acid, thus contributing to increase the temperature of the
Lody? Probably it is so. This led him to another point
which he had noticed, viz., the occurrence of diabetes in pa-
tients who have been long exposed to the inhalation of an
atmosphere containing sulpburous and hydrochloric acids in
large proportion. Two cases had come under his notice in
which the manager of a large alkali and vitriol works, and the
secretary of a large gas works closely adjoining, both laboured
under diabetes at the same time, and died from the disease,
each having spent many hours every day for several years in
such a vile atmosphere that no one with ordinary respiratory
organs could pass through it without suffering from the irritation.
Sulphurous acid interferes greatly with endosmosis; it also
acts as an antiferment. Its presence in the atmosphere may
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occasion, therefore, very serious consequences to the system.
It would be well, therefore, for the society to inquire whether
diabetes is one of the consequences of such action by prolonged
exposure. The ordinary relation of the digestion of starch
and sugar to the production of fat is well known ; every agri-
culturist gives large proportions of these ingredients to his
oxen, cte., in order to fatten them. The probability is, there-
tore, that starch is converted into fat, first passing through
sugar in the system; and we learn from Licbig that, if we add
albuminous matter to the dietary, we have all the ingredients
necessary for producing choleic and cholic acids, urea, carbonic
acid, water, and margarine or human fat. Thus, 4 albumen
-+ 40 water -+ 32 oxygen + 20 equivalents sugar, would give
us L choleic acid; 8 equivalents choleic acid, 12 urea + 386
atoms carbonic acid + 6 atoms margarine, and 12 water.
(Sec Gregory’s Handbook of Chemistry, 3rd edit., p. 491.) In
diabetes, the conversion appears to stop at sugar; the necessary
fat is not produced, all the fat-elements running off in the
urine; and the sugar produced does not appear to be as capable
of oxidation and conversion as in ordinary physiological
sccondary assimilation.

The PrusipENT did not think that the meeting had given
sufficient importance to the suggestion of Dr. Budd that dia-
betic patients should make sugar part of their diet. When a
patient was voiding albuminous urine, we did not therefore re-
strain him from taking albuminous materials; nor, in the same
way, should sugar be so rigidly excluded from the diet, as, dis-
creetly administered, it would help to make up for the constant
drain from the system of that which appears to be an essential
element in our food and nutriment.

TREATMENT OF CHOLERA BY PURGATIVES. BY J. G. DAVEY, M.D.
[This paper will be published in the JOURNAL.]

Mr. Frower observed, that the treatment of cholera by
calomel, which was almost universal at the first epidemic, was
nearly the same as that advocated by Dr. Davey ; the addition
of colocynth and turpentine being the only difference. From a
large experience, he could say that, in his district, calomel was
the practitioner’s sheet-anchor.

Mr. EpwARDS, in 1832, had a large district under his charge,
where cholera made great ravages. Treatment had then no
influence. In 1849, he tried purgatives, jalap, and scammony,
with calomel, associated with sinapisms and stimulants. This
plan he found so successful as to lead him to publish a pamph-
let on the treatment of cholera by calomel. This treatment he
had found most serviceable in all subsequent cases.

Mr. NorMax commented on the varying character of the
epidemics. The cholera of late years has been much modified,
and much more manageable than was the first epidemic.
fI‘here could be no question that cholera and diarrhea were not
{dentical. Diarrheea might be present at the same time; but,
in severe attacks, the patient was struck down by cholera
often without any previous warning. Talk of purgatives or
stimulants as a line of treatment! why, too often there was
neither time nor opportunity for any treatment; the pulse
never rose, and the collapse ended only in death. Since the

. first cpidemic, the proportion of deaths had not been so great,
nor the cases so virulent; but, in severe cases, it was idle to
talk of treatment by purgatives, when the whole was over
within twelve hours.

Dr. TussTALL had the care of a cholera district in 1832, At
that time calomel, with or without opium, was the favourite
treatment; but the patients got well, or died, do what one
would; all treatment appeared to be equally unavailing; so
that one could not lay down any line of treatment. Though
calomel was preferred, phosphorus, assafeetida, and many other
remedies were tried, and all were alike without effect. In
1849, purgatives were extensively tried—indeed, were generally
adopted. The mortality of that epidemic was not so great, but
a very large proportion of the cases attacked ended. fatally.

Dr. Syyoxps observed, that there was a marked difference in
the results of treatment in the sporadic and epidemic cases of
cholera.  Almost all the sporadic cases terminated favourably.
He then gave the history of a member present (Mr, Mayor),
who recently went to bed quite well, but was suddenly seized
with choleraic symptoms of the most decided character. In his
case, he had found the combination of camphor with aromatic
confection of the greatest use in allaying the vomiting and
purging.

Mr. Crisp remarked on the character of the various epi-
demics of this disease. In 1849, few cases lived over twelve
hours of collapse; three or four hours was the more usual
duration. In this state, few substances had any effect. Am-
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monia had been injected by the pump into the stomach, with
the hope of stimulating the functions. The solution was so
strong that he feared he should have injured the tissues of the
stomach ; but, on post mortem examination, the lining mem-
brane was found quite free from injection or other evidence of
its having felt the stimulus of the ammonia. The protracted
cases had a larger proportion of recoverics ; in severe ones, the
restlessness was often uncontrollable; and it was impossible to
adopt efficient remedial measures, their course was so rapid.

Dr. DavEy, in reply, stated that he had not tried purgatives
uncombined with calomel, having found the combination of
such essential service. His experience of the disease had
been very large and varied, having had the care of a district in
the Borough during the epidemic of 1832; subsequently he
had seen hundreds of cases in India, China, and Ceylon.
In all climates, the principles of the treatment were the
same, the chief indications being stimulants combined with
purgatives ; but every case must be treated on its own merits.
Except during an epidemic, cases of genuine Asiatic cholera
were rare in England; but everywhere and always the prin-
ciples of treatment were the same. He believed that calomel,
when useful, acted as a purgative, and helped to restore the
bilious motions, the reappearance of which was a marked sign
of the patient’s improvement.

CASE OF IMPASSABLE OBSTRUCTION OF THE BOWELS.
BY J. C. S. JENNINGS, ESQ.

[This case will be published in the JoURNAL.]

Dr. Davies advocated the treatment of such cases by the use
of opium, to the exclusion of purgatives, and almost irre-
spective of the cause of the symptoms. If the sickness was
great, nothing but pieces of ice, or ice-cold water, were to be
swallowed, while the patient was supported by enemata of
beef-tea. With few exceptions, the cause of the obstruction
was not to be overcome by anything that excited the action of
the bowels. Under this sedative treatment, the progress of the
cases was more free from suffering, so that his rule was almost
wholly to abstain from purgatives.

Mr. BusH, since he had the advantage of Dr. Billing’s teach-
ing, had always used opium freely in these cases. In colic, he
gave doses from half a grain to two grains frequently, till the
pain subsided. Brandy was taken, and warm applications were
appled to the abdomen, till the spasms and other symptoms had
passed off. The vomiting in colic was caused by the spasmodic
action of the intestines inclosing a portion of flatus, the reten-
tion of which, with the disordered action of the bowels, reacted
on the stomach. When these spasms have subsided, castor oil
will probably act; but it was needful that the pain and spasm
should have ceased before even gentle purgatives were given.
If the pains arise from irritation caused by food, severe purga-
tives relight the irritation, and so renew the cause of the pain.

OBSERVATIONS ON THE READY METHOD IN ASPHYXIA.
BY J. C. S. JENNINGS, ESQ.

Mr. JEnNINGs drew the attention of the meeting to some
points in the directions for the restoration of drowned
persons, called “the ready method”. He said that he had,
long before the publication of Dr. Marshall Hall’s pamphlet on
Asphyzia, shown the injury done by the warm bath in cases of
drowning, and the close resemblance the laying the patient on
the side, and then alternating the position, bore to the old
treatment of rolling the drowned person in a cask.

Dr. Epwarp Fox, in the winter of 1855-56, had made the ex-
periments quoted by Dr. Hall in page 31 of his pamphlet on
Asphyzia. They were only a few outof a large number, the re-
sult of which was similar. He was most firmly convinced of
the efficacy as well as of the simplicity of the method, which
conviction was strengthened by the numerous instances of
success recorded in the medical journals during the present
and the past year. Dr.Hall first spoke to Dr. Fox on the subject
in November 1855, and experiments were repeatedly made till
May 1856. After having proved the fact to their own satisfac-
tion, that natural respiration might be produced, they (Drs.
Hall and Fox) proceeded to determine the amount of air ex-
pired and inspired. In severe cases, they found it to amount to
thirty cubic inches—far more than is necessary to support life.
These results were obtained on dead bodies, often with the
drawback of considerable rigor mortis. Much more might the
plan be expected to be efficacious when tried on the living
subject, in whom animation has been temporarily suspended.
As regarded the priority of elaim to the discovery of the il
effect of the warm bath, Dr. Fox spoke from knowledge when
he said that Dr. Hall’s attention was turned to it whilst at Bou-
logne, in the summer of 1855, That he was unaware of the
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views of Mr. Jennings, Dr. Fox was assured with the utmost
certainty; his own views being basced on the experiments of Ed-
wards and Brown-Sequard, and also on some of his own. Dr.
Hall did not claim any merit to himself as the discoverer
of the ill effects of the warm bath,

L) 3
Heports of Societics,
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION ¥OR THE
OF SOCIAL SCLEXCE.
Tur meetings of the National Association for the Promotion
of Social Science commenced at Birmingham on Monday last.

We shall give an abstract of the proceedings as far as they may
be of interest to the medical profession.

First Day.—Monday, October 12th.

The Association was inangurated at 7 r.r, in the Town.
Hall, Birmingham, by an address from the P'resident, Lord
Brougham, "The body of the hall was crowded; and on the
platform were, with others, Lord Brougham, Lord John Russell,
Lord Stanley, the Mayor of Birmingham, Lord Hatherton,
Lord Talbot, Sir Fitzroy Kelly, M.P., Sir J. Pakington, M.I",
Major Talbot, Mr. Monckton Milnes, M.P., Right Honourable
W. Cowper, M.D., Mr. C. B. Adderley, M.T., Mr. W. Scholcfield,
M.P., Colonel Gorden, M.Y., Sir L. Winnington, M.1’., Sir B.
Brodie, Mr. W. H. Foster, M.P., Mr. W. Beale, M.P., Mr. R.
Slaney, M.P., Sir J. Forbes, Mr. E. Akroyd, M.P,, Mr. M. D.
Hill, Recorder of Birmingham, Professor Pillans, Mr. Jelynger
Symonds, Mr. W. Matthews, Rev. Dr. Badham, Rev. C. Kings-
ley, Mr. Robert Owen, Dr. Humphreys, Rev. S. Gedge, Mr. A.
Hill, Rev. J. Turner, Rev.J. C. Miller, Mr. J. Sturge, Mr. Mel-
\'!}le, Mr. A. Helps, Mr. Robert Chambers, Edinburgh, Rev.J. J.
YField, Mr. D. F¥leming, Rev. S. Carter, Rev. Mr. Collis, Sir
Charles Hastings, Mr. R. W. Winfield, Mr. T. Bunce, etc.

In the course of the proceedings Mr. G. W. Hgstings, the
general secretary, read letters apologising for unavoidable ab-
sence from the Farl of Carlisle, the Bishop of Oxford, the
Bishop of London, the Earl of Shaftesbury, the Solicitor-
General, Mr. John Bright, Dr. Sutherland, Sir J. Kay Shuttle.

worth, the Rev. F, D. Maurice, Sir E. Wilmot, and Alderman
Salomons.

TROMOTION

INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS.

Lorp BrouvcHAM commenced his address by contrasting the
two great branches into which human knowledge might be
divided ; the science which deals with abstract truths—meta-
physical philosophy ; and the science which treats of real ex-
istences. 'The latter is eminently deserving of attentive study.
It deals with practical objects—the laws which govern men's
habits and the principles of human nature, upon which the
structure of society and its movements depend, and respecting
which safe conclusions can with certain limits be drawn. His
lordship then went on to demonstrate how the study of political
philosophy was facilitated by its facts being plain and tangible.
It had struck observers as extraordinary, that the course should
not have been taken in regard to moral and political science
which has proved so advantageous for assisting the progress of
inquiry in natural philosophy; and they have strongly recom-
mended the plan of assembling together occasionally, perhaps
periodically, the various individuals and bodies whose attention
is devoted to the ascertainment, illustration, and gencral expo-
sition of moral and political doctrines. It is very possible that
in the end this object may be obtained, and that this Associa-
tion may bear as wide a relation to moral and political science
as the British Association, which hus now been in suecessful
action for more than a quaiter of a century, does to mathe-
matical and physical science. At present, however, a more
limited view is taken. It is proposed that five of the most im-
portant branches of moral and political inquiry should be
singled out—those which especially form the practical portions
of social science—comprehiending the plans, both in their de-
tails and in the principles that should govern them, for further-
ing the improvement aud securing the stability of the social
system ; correcting the faults and supplying the defects of our
institutions upon sound, rational, and temperate views; and ren-
dering desperate all attempts either to check the progress of im.
provement or to gratify the wild desires of those who would de-
stroy rather than amend ; in a word, steering the middle course
between those who regard all change as pernicious, and those

whom no change will satisfy. But if the subjects are in some
measure limited, the scope of deliberations is anything but nar.
row. It embraces the greatest temporal interests of mankind.
He then proceeded to point out the advantages of bringing
together those wha devoted themselves to promote the in-
quiries and the measures connected with social improvement;
both in the way of mutual help, and of comparing apparently
different opinions, and separating and acting on thuse points
on which agreement is found to exist. The beneficial effects of
united action had been well illustrated by the operations of the
Society for Diffusing Useful Knowledge, and of the Society for
Promoting the Amendment of the Law. After some comments
relating to legal and political matters, the President continued :
Nor let the importance be lightly considered of diffusing among
the various classes of the community the knowledge of the
suljects to which our inquiries will be directed, and which,
though all are alike interested in them, yet are by no means
sufticiently understood or estimatel at their just value by the
bulk of mankind. The slowness with which the humbler
classes of onr fellow-citizens improve themselves in different
branches of science, and, indeed, their reluctance to undergo
the labour of studying them, has been often lamented, but
without cxciting the least surprise in those who duly consi-
dered the circamstances of the case. In the attempts that
have been made for so many years to overcome such obstacles,
and effect the more general diffusion of knowledge, the neces-
sity has been too much overlooked of beginning with the upper
classes. When these are well imbued with the taste for acquir-
ing knowledge, they have a natural tendency to make those in
other ranks partake of the same great benefits. 1t is not that
the whole or cven the greater part of one class will become
educators; but some will be inspired with the desire, not more
benevolent than wise, of bearing the torch to the regious still
without those lights which they themselves enjoy. ‘Thus is
sound and useful instruction propagated by a sure and natural
process. Knowledge thus diftused, but especiully knowledge of
social interests and rights and duties, even more than the firm
and temperate distribution of justice itself, possesses the great,
the cardinal virtue of insuring the stability of the social system.
But this diffusion leads also to the improvement of the system,
because it inspires all classes with the desire of promoting
measures shown to be safe as well as effectual, in a word,
wholesome reforms. Nor can anything be more groundless
than the fears of progress entertained by some--atfected by
more. It is, in truth, ignorance continued, not knowledge ad-
vanced, which they have to fear—nay, which, when we come to
an explanation with them, they really do fear. Knowledge is
power; but its natural ally is the fijendly power of virtue, with
which its dominion is willingiy shared. ‘This is, above all,
true of the knowledge which we shall seek to improve and to
impart.

His Lordship sat down amidst loud and prolonged cheering.

Lord J. RusseLr, who was enthusiastically received, pro-
posed the following resolution :—

“'That the National Association for the Iromotion of Social
Science be inaugurated, and that the warmest thanks of this
meeting be given to Lord Brougham for his excellent address.”

1lis lordship expressed grent gratification at seeing his noble
fricnd in the enjoyment of so much health and strength, and
now coming here to promote the welfare of his conntrymen.
Particularising the exertions which Lord Brougham had made
throughout a long and laborious life to promote the ditfusion
of knowledge, his lordship said he was rejoiced now to hear
that same voice which more than thirty years ago fulminated
over Europe against unjust oppression, now exerted in promo-
tion of the cause of social science. The task was a difficult
one, but he trusted that the efforts of the association would
tend alike to the advancement of knowledge, the benefit of the
people, and the further extension of freedom.

The resolution was seconded by the Right ITonourable Mr.
Cowrer, M.P,, and supperted by Mr. Recorder Hirr.

After a few words of acknowledgment from Lord Brovcuax,

Sir Frrzroy KErLy moved that a committee be appointed to
report to the general meeting on Friday the constitution and
future action of the National Association.

The resolution was seconded by Sir CHarvres HasTinGs, and
supported by Mr. Akroyp, M.I.

Second Day.—Tuesday, October 13¢h.

This morning, at 11, the inaugural addresses of the five pre-
sidents of departments were delivered in succession in the
Town-hall, before the whole of the members and their friends.
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Again, they urge, life insurance is a mutual benefit, both
parties have their duties to perform. Granted; but is the risk
mutual? The fact that the whole risk from bad lives is on the
side of the oflice is wholly ignored.

It may be justly asked, what right has any person to require
from us information possessed by ourselves alone, obtained in
the practice of our profession, required only because it is a pro-
fessional opinion, valuable only in proportion to the profes-
sional acumen which marks it, acquired very probably at the
risk of life, a life how valuable known only to those dependent
on it for daily bread; yet this knowledge, possibly all-important
to the oftice, and impossible often to obtain from any other
source, is not worth the purchase, and is only obtained surrep-
titiously, if at all, in many cases.

On what grounds, too, is the assurer to provide and pay for
this information, which may be so fatal to his chances of suc-
cess, and prove the only stumbling block to his hopes? But
supposing that this fatal information is given, is it not given
too frequently at the loss of the practitioner, and for this, are
we to receive no indemnity at the hands of the office, the only
party in the transaction who is benefited thereby ?

It appears to me the only safe and honest plan for offices to
act as though they suspected imposition, and that therefore it
is their duty, as undoubtedly it is their interest, to adopt every
possible mea<ure to discover such imposition, and to pay libe-
rally for those efforts. Inconsistently enough, many oftices
reward handsomely solicitors and agents for business intro-
duced by them, and yet without the medical information, for
which payment is so frequently refused, that very business
may be ruinous to the office, and valuable only to the proposer
and agent—these oflices having yet to learn the fact, that no
outlay so well repays them as that spent in obtaining healthy
lives, except that which is paid for the rejection of diseased
proposals.

So many cases of this class having occurred, it would be well
could some fixed rule be adopted. Is our Association power-
less on such a topic as regards the behaviour of its members ?
Can it not, at lcast, recommend a plan which will be consonant
with the dignity of our profession, and free from injustice
towards any of the parties interested.

I am, etc., A SUFFERER.

Oct. 12th, 1857.

Mevreal | Hefos,

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, DEATHS, AND
APPOINTMENTS.

In these lists, an asterisk i8 prefixzed to the names of Members of the
Association.

BIRTHS.
CorporxE. On October 8th, at Chippenham, the wife of YWm.
H. Colberne, M.D., of a daughter.
Crorr. On October 9th, at 13, Camden Road Villas, the wife
of #*Robert C. Croft, Esq., Surgeon, of a daughter.
MaNTELL.  On August 11th, at Balasore, Bengal, the wife of
Alfred A. Mantell, M.D., of a son.

.

MARRIAGES.

EppoweEs—Macavray. Eppowks, Thomas Storer, Esq., of
Sutton Coldfield, Warwickshire, to Margaret Anne, eldest
daughter of *Thomas Macaulay, Esq., Surgeon, of Leicester,
at St. Margaret's, Leicester, on October 13th.

IuirF—Moorson.  Irtrr, William T., M.D., of Newington
Place, London, to Marianne, eldest daughter of George
Moorsom, Esq., Surveyor-General for Tonnage, Her Majesty’s
Customs, at Caldbeck, Cumberland, on October 10th.

O’BRYEN—GRAHAM. *(O'BRryEN, John, M.D., of Clifton, Bristol,
to Celia, only daughter of the late Patrick Graham, Esg., of
Worth Hall, Sussex, at Mouut Plunkett, county Roscommon,
on October 1st,

Reap—HENDERsoN. REeap, William, Esq., of 3, Holles Street,
Cavendish Square, to Jessie Mary, only child of the late
— Henderson, M.D., H.E.I.C.S., at All Souls’, Langham
Place, on October Srd.

STEVENSON—DMANING. STEVENSON, Thomas, Esq., Surgeon, of
Upper Grosvenor Street, to Emma Pauline, daughter of
Charles James Maning, Esq., at Rothesay, Bute, on Oct. 5.

DEATHS.

Barry, John, Esq., Surgeon, for upwards of fifty years a
respected practitioner in Sutton St. Mary, Lincolnshire, aged
74, on October 4th.

Boves, W. R, M.D., 1st Bengal Native Cavalry, massacred at
Cawnpore, on June 27th ; also Kate, his wife.

Buswh, John Stafford, Esq., Assistant-Surgeon H.E.I.C. Madras
Service, of remittent fever, afier six days illness, at Kamptee,
aged 30, on August 15th.

Crirax, —, M.D., at Waterloo House, Dublin, aged 73, on
October 2nd.

Lvke. On October 8th, at Greenhithe, Richard Dutler, eldest
surviving son of James Luke, Esq., Surgeon to the London
Hospital, aged 27.

Rexxanns. On October 10th, at Woodside, near Lymingto,
Hants, Jane Flacon, widow of the late John Powell Rennalls,
M.D., formerly of Jamaica, aged 75.

SEpewick. On October 4th, Harriet Matilda, daughter of
Cha;'lcs Sedgwick, Lsq., Surgeon, of Hollingbourne, Kent,
aged 25.

PASS LISTS.

Rovar CorLEGE oF SurGeoxs. MEeupErs admitted at the
meeting of the Court of EKxaminers, on Friday, October 9th,
1857 :—

APPLIN, Augustin Oliver, Army
BRADEN, John George, Commercial Road East
Errs, James, St. Thomas’s Hospital
GrapHAM, George Wallington, St. Thomas's Hospital
Lowe, John, Lynn Regis, Norfolk
Maxsern, Thomas, Pembroke
Mory~NEAUX, James, Manchester
TexcH, Edward Bevan, Hereford
At the same meeting of the Court :—
Troxsox, John Mortlock, of H.M.S. Wellin;ton
Lewrs, William Jarrett, of Haslar Hospital
Passed their examinations as Naval Surgeons. These gentle-
men had previously been admitted members of the
College : their diplomas bearing date respectively
August Gth, 1852, and May 15th, 1854.

Tae Fenrowsure. The following members of the College,
having been elected at previous meetings of the Council, were
admitted to the Fellowship on the 8th inst.:—

Buxce, John Strudwicke, Woodford: diploma of mem-
bership dated February 23rd, 1838

CHARLES, Thomas, Sydney : April 15th, 1836

CuEsSHIRE, Edwin, Birmingham : August 9th, 1841

GREGORY, John, Sunderland : June 27th, 1842

Horyax, Henry Martin, Hurstpierpoint : June 27th, 1842

IsBerLr, Warren John, Stonehouse, Devon: November
10th, 1837

Kixszy, Robert Baneroft, H.E.I.C.S., Bengal:
30th, 1838

OweN, Edwin Robert, Oxford : June 17th 1842

Raxsod, Thomas William, Darlaston : March 4th, 1842

20BINSON, Charles, Edgeware: May 20th, 1842

Rowraxp, Rowland, Strata Florida, Cardiganshire: May
17th, 1841

RusseLr, William Alexander, St. Albans: Jan. 8th, 1841

WiLsox, Walter, Burton Crescent : December 4th, 1840

March

AroTHECARIES’ Harrn. Members admitted on Thursdays,
October 1st and 8th, 1857 :—
Woon, William, Middleton, near Beverley, Yorkshire
Foster, William Frederick, Hambledon, Hants
Woop, William, Wakefield, Yorkshire

UNIVERSITY OF EpINBURGH. The following gentlemen ob-
tained the degree of M.D. at the graduation on August 1st.
Those to whose names triple asterisks are prefixed, obtained
prizes for their dissertations; those with double asterisks, were
selected for competition for the prizes; and those with single
asterisks, were commended for their dissertations.

Scotland :

BeaTH, John Henry—On Chronic Lepra Tuberculosa
*BeLL, Oswald Home—On Croup
*CauprBELL, Alcxander Dugald—On General Paralysis o

the Insane

CARFRAE, George Mann—On Scarlet Fever

CARMICHAEL, William—On Rheumatism

CrarKkSON, Eben—On the Actions and Uses of Tobacco

Cray, Robert Hogarth—On the Gastric Juice
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*%CocHILL, John George Sinclair—On the Structural Rela-
tions of the Peripheral Nervous System
Curniry, James—On Vital Statisties
*Dox. William Gerard—On the Statistics of Life and
Discase
Ep1r, Robert—On the Vital Foree in Relation to Disease
*Torpes, David—Oun the Diagnosis of Local Tubercular
Disease
#**QGrrcurist, William—On the Structure of the Spinal Cord
*Gotrray. Frederick—On the Theory of Vaccination
Grrraxp, Alexander Dudgeon—On the Diseases which
were mest prevalent in the Army of the East
Hare, William James—On the Causes of Hunger and
Thirst
*Hare1rT, Henry—On Scurvy
Hirsox, Archibald Hamilton—On Inflammation of the
Serous Membranes. (Dr. Hilson graduated on 24th
March, 1827)
TIxKsoN, James—On Pericarditis
LipveErpaLE, Robert—On Scarlatinal Dropsy
MaciNtyre, Alexander—On the Nervous System, and its
Influence on the Organic Functions
Mackay, James—On Pneumonia
M¢K1NNEL, John—On Granular Degeneration of the Kidney
MacrareN, Peter Hume—On the Structure and Functions
of the Human Placenta
#MacLavriy, Henry Normand—A Commentary on a Case
in Medicine
MEeikLE, William—On some of the Actions and Uses of
Water as a Therapentic Agent
*)MENzIES, James—On the effeets of Cold on the Human
Body
#M1LNE, George Davidson—On the Anatomy, Physiology,
and Pathology of the Biceps Flexor Cubiti
#Morg, James—On Psychical and Physical Lite in relation
to the Category of Time
Muxno, Seymour Hugo—On Tetanus
Murray, John—On the Bite of Poisonous Serpents
Murray, Patrick—On the Influence of Alechol as an Agent
in Inducing Disease
Nicuor, William—On Pus
Picay, John Mackenzie—On the Tonic Treatment of
Erysipelas
Park, James Hall-—On the Diagnosis of Tubercular
Diseases
PartERsoN, Aiexander Stuart—On Malaria
Pow, Andrew—On the Causes and Cure of Ununited
Fracture
Rartrray, James Clerk—On the Anatomy and Development
of the Placenta
*ScoTT, Thomas—Un the Races of Men
*S1ursoN, David—On the DProstate, its Physiology and
Pathology
Saarr, Henry Sanderson—On the Physiological Action
and Therapeutic Use of Cold and Warm Bathing
Swrtir, Philip Broke—On the Causes of Sudden Death
SURENNE, James Gabriel—On the lris
TURNBULL, James Somerville—On the Fibrous Tissues
Warsox, Willilam—On Feeticide
WitLp, David—On Natural Parturition
WooLLEY, George—On Vaccination
*YELLOWLEES, David—On Tracheotomy in Croup
#**Y0oUNG, Jobn—On Acute Purpura
*xxYouNG, Peter—On the Development of the Eye in the
Chick

From England :

*BENNET, Robert—On Facts in Therapeutics
#%Co0K, William Henry—On the Uterine Leech
*DurrixN, Alfred Baynard—On the Pathological and Dyna-
mic Relations of the Eruptive Powers
FropsHaM, John Mill—On the Origin of Contractility of
Muscular Fibre
GaLLowaY, James—On the Connection between Pulmonary
and Cardiac Diseases
Guy, William—On Hysteria
Hirr, William Robinson—On the History of some of the
Vegetable Tonics
TrviNG, James—On the Causes of the Circulation
*JacksoN, Robert Edmund—On Climate, Health, and
Disease
Law, John—On the Temperature of the Human Body
*LowEg, John—On Strychnia
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METCALFE, John Augustus—Can Physical Configuration
and Habits descend to Offspring ?
MILLER, Jibenezer—On Hydrophobia
MiLLER, James William—On the Diagnosis of Local Tu.
bercular Disease
#Morris, John Thomas—On the Pathology of the Urine
PaxroN, James—On Ovarian Dropsy
#*RIDpING, William Steer—On Cancer of the Lung
STILWELL, Henry—On Epilepsy
«x+TurLE, James—On Fractures of the Humerus, and on the
Treatment of Iractures in General
WALKER, Arthur Abney—On the Comparative Anatomy of
the Organ of Hearing in Man and the Lower Animals
Warker, Henry—On the Pathology and Treatment of
Gout
WaeATLEY, Thomas Dalemain—On Phlebitis
WirriaynsoN, John Edwin—On the History, Diagnosis,
and Treatment of Primary Syphilis
*WiLLiansow, John Newby—On Uterine Hemorrhage
WingeTT, William Browne—On Chloroform
From Ireland :
**GRACEY, Alexander Leslie—On Infanticide
MoorEe, George Bartley—On Retention of Urine
From Australia :
Cox, James Charles—On Icterus Neonatorum
WirLiadsox, Walter—On some Diseases of the Xnee-Joint
From Van Diemen’s Land :
WricHT, Daniel—On some Forms of Articular Disease
From the Island of Ceylon :
Aserarrs, Simon de Melho—On Cancer Uteri
From the East Indies :
Cumyixg, William James—On the Morbid Anatomy and
Causes of Apoplexy
Giravp, Byng Thomas—On Functional Diseases of the
Heart
Howisox, William Young—On Intermittent Fever
*PEMBERTON, John M‘Leod—On Certain Forms of Insanity
From New Grenada :
Dawsox, John J.—On Intermittent Fever
From Jamaica :
Topp, William Henry—On Podophylline and its Source
Haxirroy, George Albert—On Epidemics
From the West Indies :
+++SUTHERLAND, George Sackville—On Malarial Fever
From Nova Scotia :
*Davies, William Henry—On Uterine Hemorrhage
From New Brunswick :
*OsBORNE, Robert—On Yellow Fever
Laxp, John Coates—On Puerperal Mania
From Canada :
Doray, James—On Struma
SEwELL, James Arthur—On Typhus Fever.
graduated on 19th September, 18506)

(Dr. Sewell

HEALTH OF LONDON:—WEEK ENDING
OCTOBER 10tH, 1857.
[From the Registrar-General's Report.]

THE total number of deaths registered in London in the week
that ended on Saturday (October 10th), is 993. In the ten
years 1847-56, the average number of deaths in the weeks cor-
responding with last week was 1007 ; but as the deaths of last
week occurred in an increased population, it is necessary, with
a view to comparison, to raise the average in proportion to the
increase, in which case it will become 1108. The public health
is therefore so far in a satisfactory state that the number of
deaths last week was less by about a hundred than would have
occurred under the average rate of mortality as derived from
the early part of October in former years. The excess of births
over deaths is 375.

Diarrhcea, which was so prominent during the summer, is
now reduced nearly within its ordinary limit, and, as compared
with other diseases of the zymotic class, is third in the order of
mortality. Typhus was fatal last week in 57 cases, scarlatina
in 52, diarrhea in 41, hooping-cough in 26, measles in 21,
croup in 13, dysentery in 12, small-pox in 3, and cholera in 1.
The single case of cholera occuired to a girl of 13 years, at 3,
Fisher’s Alley, Spitalfields ; the illness was of five days dura-
tion, and terminated in consecutive fever. Four of the deaths
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from scarlatina occurred in the district of Hampstead : of these,
two at 16, New Eud ; four of those from measles occurred in
the sub-district of Gray’s Inm Lanc.  Cancer was fatal in 19
cases; 8 women died of diseases incidental to child-bearing;
8 infants of inanition and want of breast-milk. A woman in
Wandsworth was poisoned by museles. The four persons
whose deaths are returned for the week, and who stand highest
in puint of longevity, are ull widows, two of whom had attained
the age of 10 years, one of 91 years, and the oldest is a cente-
narian, whose reputed age is 102 years.  The death of the last
occurred at 22, Red Lion Strect, Clerkenwell.

Lact weolk the birthsof 690 boys and 678 girls, in all 13568
children, were registered in London.  In the ten eorresponding
weeks of the years 1847-506, the average number was 1397,

At ihe Royal Obscrvatory, Greenwich, the mean height of
the barometer in the week was 20357 in. The highest ba-
rometrical reading was 29-75 in., at the beginning of the week;
the instrument fell to 2867 in., its lowest point, on Thursday.
The mean temperature of the week was 50:7°, which is 16
below the average of the same week in 43 years (as determined
by Mr. Glaisher). The meuan daily reading was bLelow the
average till Saturday. The highest temperature in the shade
occurred on Wednesday, and was (3:4% the lowest was 41°97,
on Monday. The entire thermometrical range was therefore
R1:5°, The mean dew-point temperature was 47:9°, and the
difference between this and the mean temperature of air was
only 2:8°. The wind was generally in the south-west on the
first three days, and was very variable afterwards. ‘There was
rain on almost every day; the amount measured was 0°83 in,,
a great part of which fell on Wednesday and Thursday.

According to an analysis which has been made by Dr. Robert
Dundas Thomson, at St. Thomas’s ITospital, the composition
of the Southwark Company’s water taken from the stand-pipe
at the cabstand opposite the hospital, was in August 16-28 grs,
of total impurity per gallon, of which 1'08 grs. were organic
matter. On 7th September, the total amount of impurity was
7556 grs. per gallon, and of this 560 grs. were organic matter,
This water in September 1857 was as hmpure as the dirty
water which was supplied to the inhabitants of London in

former years, when the water was taken from the Thames at
Vauxhall.

Fourteen thousand two hundred and fifty ninc persons died
in the quarter that ended September 20th. 'The number cx-
ceeds Ly nearly 200 that of the same period in 1856. DBut if
diarrhca had not prevailed more in the past summer than it
did in 1856, other conditions being unaflected, the present
returns would have indicated a superior degree of health. In
the last three summers the total deaths were (taking them in
the order of time) 13,042, 14,066, 14,259 ; and the deaths from
diarrbea were 1,258, 1,610, 2,343, The influence of a parti-
cular discase in raising the total mortality, which would other-
wise be stationary or depressed, is palpable in these numbers;
and a like increase is traced in the deaths attributed to com-
plaints of a kindred character, and to some sporadic diseases
affecting the alimentary system. Dysentery was fatal in the
three summiers to 46, 73, and 81 persons; cholera to 106, 131,
and 177 persons. To tabes mesenterica 202, 284, 333 deaths
are referred; to diseases of the liver 122, 143, 187 ; and under
teething, though the number decreased in 1856 from 141 to
122, it rose this summer to 163. The unusual heat experi-
enced in the first months of the quarter, co-operating with
agencies that are more under coutrol, has perhaps been
mainly efficacious in producing these results; but with the
knowledge that cholern has been lately infesting parts little
removed from our coast, it may be conjectured that the epidemic
virus extended itself in a milder form beyond the immediate
field of action, its advance in force Leing only a question of
time and opportunity. LThe speculation may be futile, but the
facts must be admitted, and supply a more than sufficient
motive for preparation.

The heat of the last quarter is its most striking meteorological
feature, and will be described by stating that the mean tem-
perature was (3:6°, which is 3:5° above the average, and that
there was an excess of the mean temperature rbove its average
in 12 weeks out of the 13, and on 71 days out of the9 1. The
result is a reduction in the mortality of pulmonary discases,
particularly bronchitis and pneumonia; and it will be seen also

that ccphalitis, apoplexy, and paralysis were less fatal than
usual.

SANITARY ProGress, The Town Council of Tynemouth, as
the Local Board of Health, are adopting prudent measures for

the conservancy of the public health. Labourers are cleansing
out all the back lanes and alleys in the borough, and an ample
supply of quick-lime is kept in depéts in various parts of the
town, which is furnished to the labouring classes free of cost for
whitewashing. The common lodginghouses are also put nnder
the surveillance of the police, and overcrowding is carefully
prevented, Sailors' lodgings arc also mow licensed. Since
18a% this borough has been thoroughly drained by a system of
main sewerage, laid down at a considerable outlay, under the
the inspection of a surveyor belonging to the General Bourd of
Health. All the parish graveyards have been closed, and a
new general cemotery Lelonging to the lorough has been
opened in the suburbs. Since the sewerage has been com-
pleted, typhus and other fevers are reported to be less common
and fatal. It will be remembered that, while Tyncmouth
esenped the cholera in 1853—for the six deaths reported were
cases brought from Neweastle to the seaside—the village of
Howdon Pans was nearly decimated by it.  The older portion
of Howdon is exceedingly unhealthy; and the River Tyne
Commissioners, who hold the principal portion of the property,
arc abiout to level it, and raise it and build strects of new and
commodious houscs. The village will also be well drained.
Howdon bhas had three visitations of cholera. On each occa-
<ion the disease, before it became epidemic, entered one parti-
cular tenement in an old house, snd struck down its first
vietim. A brief enumeration of a few facts will show what was
the result of a little timely precaution, and the exercise of
magisterial power in South Shields in 1853. In 1819, cholera
Lroke out in & most malignant form in the common lodging-
houses of one purticular locality in South Shields—Union
Alley. The inmates nearly all perished on that occasion, and
the police were obliged to burn the furniture and shut the
housc up, to prevent the epidemic extending. A short time
previous to the appearance of cholera in 1853 in Newcastle.on-
Tyne, those lodginghouses were brought under the Common
Lodginghousc Act. They were liceused, the number of inmates
limited, and they were inspected nightly by the police. The re-
sult was most striking. Other dwellings were visited by the
cholera in 1854 in this loeality and other poor districts of
South Shields, and several of their inmates perished; but
during the whole of the fearful autumn of 1853, and though
scores of poverty-stricken people came direct from the worst
infected districts of Neweastle to lodge, not a single death oc-

curred in any of the common lodginghouses of South Shields
from cholera.

THE CuoLers. We know now what class of persons will
furnish by far the greater number of victims to cholera, and on
what street—it may almost be said on what house—it will
descend. The season at which its appcarancc may be ex-
pected is a subject of somewhat less certainty; but the unim-
portant doubt to which it is open cannot be supposed to affect
the necessity of our precautions. On one ocecasion, after
manifesting itself at Hamnburgh in September, it has been
among us in November; while, on others, it has been held in
check for a time by the early advent of a cold seasom, only to
break out at the beginning of the following summer. Ve can-
not predict which precedent will be followed now, but we know
that the disease will come; and we can lay our fingers, with-
out the slightest liability to error, on the weak places which it
will assail and invest. Were any experienced officer of health
to go, for instance, through Manchester, he could mark out
every square yard of space on which the disease will probably
settle, and trace the course which it will take as soon as the
congenial season gives the signal for its rising. If such know-
ledge as this had been imparted to us without power of avert-
ing the dunger we must foresee, it is bardly possible that a
greater curse could have descended upon man. So far, how-
ever, is this terrible state of impotent anticipation from being
our real condition, that just as surely as we know when the
cholera will burst forth from its smouldering ashes, and where
it will make its most destructive ravages, so surely we know
Liow to check its appearance in some quarters, and mitigate its
force in all; and the precautions which we may adopt for this
purpose will not be supertluous if the visitation which we
apprehend should be withheld, inasmuch us they will bar the
progress of other diseases which are never absent from among
us, and increase the moral as well as the physical wellbeing of
society. (Manchester Guardian.)

UXIVERSITY OF OxForp. A Convocation will be holden on
Tuesday, the 27th inst., at 2 o'clock, for the purpose of elect-
ing a Clinical Professor on the Foundation of Lord Lichfield,
in the room of the late Dr. Ogle.
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