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TO THE HONORARY SECRETARIES
OF THE BRANCHES.

THE General Secretary will feel particularly obliged if the
Honorary Secretaries will inform him, with as little delay as
possible, of any subscriptions for the current year received by
them since their last lists were forwarded to Worcester.

December, 18;;7.

LIST OF MEMBERS: NOTICE.
IN accordance with Law 24, a list of members of the BRITISH
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION will shortly be published. Gentlemen
whose designations or addresses are incorrectly given in the
last list, or on the wrappers of their Journals, will oblige by at
once forwarding the necessary corrections to the Editor of
the JOURNAL, 37, Great Queen Street, Lincoln's Inn Fields,
London, W.C.

LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS.
Letters or communications for the JOURNAL should be ad-

dressed to Dr. WYNTER, Coleherne Court, Old Brompton, S.W.
Letters regarding the business department of the JOURNAL,

and corrected proofs, should be sent to 37, Great Queen Street,
Lincoln's Inn Fields, W.C.

ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24TH, 1857.

Sm C. LococK, Bart., M.D., President, in the Chair.
THE INFLUENCE WHICH LIQUOR POTASS2E AND OTHER CAUSTIC

ALKALIES EXERT UPON THE PREPARATIONS OF HENBANE,
STRAMIONIUM, AND BELLADONNA. BY A. B. GARROD, M.D.

DR. GARROD first alluded to the frequent exhibition of henbane
with liquor potassae. He then detailed experiments, which
demonstrated that the active principle of henbane was de-
stroyed by liquor potassre and other caustic alkalies; and that
such a combination was inert, both when topically applied (as
evidenced by the absence of power in causing dilatation of the
pupil of the eye), and also when internally administered.
Similar observations were next detailed upon the preparations
of stramonium and belladonna, and the results were found to
be the same. The carbonates and bicarbonates of the alka-
lies, however, were devoid of the property of destroying the
activity of the plants. In some of Dr. Garrod's experiments,
as much as a drachm of the extract of henbane and an ounce
and a half of the tincture were administered in combination
with potash, without the production of the slightest symptom.
The results arrived at in the communication may be thus

summed up:- I

1. Caustic alkalies, such as exist in liquor potassm or liquor
sodie, entirely destroy the activity of henbane, preventing its
action on the pupil when topically applied, and its influence
upon the system when internally administered; and, combined
with a proper amount of these alkalies, the largest doses of the
preparations of henbane may be given without the production
of any symptoms.

2. The same influence is exerted by the fixed caustic alka-
lies upon belladonna and stramonium.

3. The carbonates and bicarbonates of potash and soda pro-
duce no injurious effects upon the preparations of any of the
three above-named plants.
The deductions to be drawn from these results are:
a. Neither liquor potassie nor any caustic fixed alkali should

be prescribed with tincture or extract of henbane, as the virtues
of the latter drug are thereby completely neutralised.

b. When it is desirable to administer an alkaline remedy
with henbane, either a carbonate or bicarbonate should be
selected, which would probably be equally efficacious upon the
stomach, if such influence be required, and certainly as efficient
in altering the condition of the urine, and the mucous mem-
brane of the urinary passages.

c. The same precautions should be observed with regard to
belladonna and stramonium, if at any time prescribed in con-
junction with alkalies.

The PRESIDENT remarked that a combination of liquor
potassoo with henbane was very frequently prescribed. The
paper before the Society showed the reason why many had
been disappointed in the effects of the remedy. He inquired
whether caustic alkalies could be employed with success as
antidotes to the poisons of belladonna, henbane, and stramo-
nium. He had nearly poisoned a patient on one occasion with
stramonium; and had seen another case in which a patient
nearly fell a victim to belladonna. It seemed from the paper
that it took two hours for the alkali to destroy the poisonous
properties of those drugs. Could a more concentrated or larger
quantity of caustic alkali be safely applied as an antidote ?

Dr. GARROD thought the caustic alkalies never could be
employed as antidotes in these cases, as the quantity given
must be so large, or the strength so great, as to make it dan-
gerous. There was, however, a certain antidote for henbane,
belladonna, or stramonium. This was animal charcoal. If we
took a solution of any of these poisons, and added but a small
amount of animal charcoal, the effect on the system was in-
stantly destroyed, or rather neutralised. It required less to
neutralise stramonium than belladonna, and less for henbane
than stramonium. He narrated two cases in which, by acci-
dent, twelve grains and a quarter of an ounce respectively of
the dried leaves of belladonna were'swallowed. In both these
cases animal charcoal was administered, and, though somewhat
late, both recovered. He need not say that it was necessary
that the antidote should be given before the poison had been
absorbed into the system; if it had passed from the stomach,
of course no antidote would be effective. In illustration of his
statements, he related the following experiments, which he bad
repeated on several occasions. He gave a dog a certain dose-
of aconite, which destroyed him. He gave another dog forty
times the quantity of the same poison, combined with a small
quantity of animal charcoal. This animal was unaffected.
In these experiments it was not necessary to leave purified
animal charcoal, as the common bone-black would answer all
purposes.
In answer to questions from Drs. E. SMITH and BARCLAY,

Dr. GARROD said he was quite ignorant of the mode of action
of animal charcoal upon vegetable poisons, nor could he explain
why vegetable charcoal did not answer equally well. But
such was the fact. It could be proved in this way :-Take a
certain quantity of vegetable charcoal, and add to it a solution
of henbane, stramonium, or belladonna; it did not in any way
influence the solution, and when it was applied to the eye, it
would still dilate the pupil. If animal charcoal, however, were
substituted for the vegetable charcoal, the solution would fail
to dilate the pupil. Animal charcoal, it was known, had an
intense absorbing power compared with vegetable charcoal.
That animal charcoal did possess the property in question
might be determined easily. If to a solution of quinine or
morphia animal charcoal were added, it neutralized it; vege-
table charcoal did not act upon it.

Dr. MARCET referred to the experiments of Dr. Hofmann,
for the detection of strychnia in beer: these experiments had
shown that the strychnia was taken up by the animal charcoal,
which rendered it insoluble, and prevented its absorption when
steeped in animal matter. This circumstance tended to prove
that animal charcoal destroyed the poisonous effects of the
vegetable alkaloids.

Dr. BENJAMIN RIDGE made some remarks on the propriety
of determining the kind of narcotic, and the proportion in
which it should be combined with an alkali, to effect the object
of the prescriber.

Dr. GARROD inquired the experience of members of the seda-
tive effects of henbane when combined with caustic alkalies.
He had himself often been disappointed with the effects of this
combination, and he had found that a great number of prac-
titioners of whom he had made inquiries had been equally
disappointed.

Mr. URE had frequently prescribed henbane with the liquor
potassoe: the good effects resulting had, doubtless, been owing
to the alkali and not to the henbane.

CASE OF COMMUNICATION WITH THE STOMACH THROUGH THE
ABDOMINAL PARIETES, PRODUCED BY ULCERATION FROM EX-
TERNAL PRESSURE; WITH OBSERVATIONS ON THE CASES OF
GASTRO-CUTANEOUS FISTULA ALREADY RECORDED. BY CHAS.
MURCHISON, M.D., L.R.C.P.

The author had seen the subject of the following history,
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THE ELECTION AT QUEEN'S HOSPITAL, BIR-
MINGHAM.

LETTER FROM JOSEPH SAMPSON GAMGEE, ESQ.
SiR,-Without any desire to elude just criticism, I beg to be

allowed publicly to protest against the fairness of the strictures
editorially passed upon me in the last number of the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL. It appears to me that a member of Parlia-
ment would be as open to censure for addressing, for a philan-
thropic object, the ladies of the town he represents, as you
represent me to be for the simple fact of appealing to the ladies
of Birmingrham on behalf of the Queen's Hospital Ball. This
festivity is the agency through which several hundred pounds
are annually collected for the Queen's Hospital; and, as my
election to the surgeonship, in opposition to the canvassing
party, was being made a pretext for damaging the institution, I
took early opportunity to set myself right on several points in
which I had been maliciously misrepresented.

I beg to invite you to consider all the bearings of the contest
in whiclh I have been engaged. You may possibly find that I
have suffered more than "slight provocation "-that I have
done something else besides " writing fluently". I cannot but
feel, and I believe that many besides myself feel, that some-
thingl more than a personal question is at issue; and, while I
recognise in you the full right of criticising me, I invite you to
do so fairly, and not to lose sight of the several bearings of a
great question in a good humoured appeal to the lady pa-
tronesses of a hospital ball. I am, etc.,

JOSEPH SAMPSON GAMGEE.
Queen's Hotel, I3irminigham, December 7th, 1857.
[We can assure Mr. Gamgee that we are doing him infinite

service by recommending him to restrain his too fluent pen.
He is only compromising his position and losing his friends
by rushing into fiery print on every possible occasion. EDITOR.]

STUDENTS AT ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL.
SiR,-I trust that you will allow me to acquaint the numerous

readers of your JOURsNAL. with the fact that the occasion on
which " One who wishes Reformation" visited the chemical lec-
ture theatre of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, was that on which the
usual exhibition of laughing gas took place at the close of the
lecture; and also, on the same day, thenmottos and number of
marks obtained by some of the students at a previous examina-
tion were given out; of course giving rise to various excla-
mations of applause or disapprobation.
Although not wishing to defend any students causing im-

proper interruption in a lecture room, still I must express my
surprise that an individual, visiting a lecture theatre through
courtesy, should publish occurrences, however improper, which
he might witness in that place.

I am, etc., STUDENS.
St. Bartholomew's Hospital, December 10th, 1817.

HOUSE OF COMM11IIONS.-Monday, December Gth, 1857.
MEDICAL CHARITIES (IRELAND).

Mr. H. HERBERT obtained leave to bring in a Bill to amend
the laws in force for the relief of the destitute poor in Ireland,
and to amend an Act of the 15th year of Her Majesty, pro-
viding for the better distribution, support, and management of
Medical Charities in Ireland.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, DEATHS, AND
APPOINTMENTS.

In these lists, an asterisk i8 prefixed to the names of Members of the
Association.
BIRTHS.

BELL. On December 2nd, the wife of *Charles W. Bell,
M.D., K.L.S., of Barlaston-under-Stone, Staffordshire, of a
daughter.

BERNEY. On December 1st, at Croydon, Surrey, the wife of
*Edward Berney, Esq., Surgeon, of a daughter.

MAcLImONT. On December 4th, at Guernsey, the wife of
Robert MacLimont, M.D., of a son.

MARSDEN. On December 6th, a 2A, Hyde Park Place, Cum-
berland Gate, the wife of Alexander Marsden, Esq., Surgeon,
of a daughter.

RICHARDSON. On December 5th, at 16, King's Place, St.
George's-in-the-East, the wife of Alfred Richardson, M.D.,
of a daughter.

RODEN. On December 1st, at Llandudno, near Conway, the
wife of *T. C. Roden, Esq., Surgeon, of a daughter.

SMITH. On December 7th, at Corsham, Wiltshire, the wife of
*M. Bass Smith, M.D., of a son.

TURNBULL. On October 17th, at Bangalore, Madras Presi-
'dency, the wife of Gavin Ainslie Turnbull, Esq., Surgeon
12th Royal Lancers, of a daughter.

TURNER. On December 7th, at 37, Sussex Gardens, the wife
of George Turner, Esq., Surgeon, of a daughter.

MARRIAGES.
BARRow-MERRIMAN. BAtRROW, the Rev. John Croker, to Emily

Jane, eldest daughter of the late James Nathaniel Merriman,
Esq., Surgeon, of Kensington Square, at St. Mary Abbott's,
Kensington, on December 2nd.

BOXALL-NAPPER. BOxALL, Henry, Esq., Surgeon, to Frances,
fourth daughter of Henry Frederick Napper, Esq., of Wis.
borough Green, Sussex, on December 9th.

JONEs-BROwN. JONES, Joseph Turner, Esq., Surgeon, of
Farthingstone, to Caroline Emma, second daughter of the
late Mr. Robert Brown, at Bramstone, on December 1st.

PARR-BROUGHTON. PARR, Harington W., Esq., H.M.C.S.,
Labuan, to Mary Elizabeth Hyde, niece of *H. H. Broughton,
M.D., of Preston, at Preston, on December 3rd.

WILDASH-WIGHTWICK. WILDASH, Henry C., M.D., of Hythe,
to Rose Mame, younger daughter of the late William Wight-
wick, Esq., of New Romney, at Selling, Kent, on Dec. 1st.

DEATHS.
*BALLY, William Ford, Esq., Surgeon, of Bath, aged 59, on
December 2nd.

BAELOW. On December 1st, at Ardwick, near Manchester,
Mary Ann, wife of *Joshua Barlow, Esq., Surgeon.

BENSON, James F., Esq., Apothecary to the County Dispen-
sary, Norwich, of scarlet fever and pleurisy, aged 24, on
December 3rd.

BIRD. On December 4th, aged 26, Alfred Eustace, eldest son
of *James Bird, Esq., Surgeon, of (l, Seymour Street West,
Connaught Square.

HOOPER, Charles, Esq., Surgeon, formerly of Kempsey, Wor-
cestershire, at Notting Hill, aged 57, on December 4th.

LUARD. On November 25th, at Florence, Mary Magdalene,
wife of Peter Francis Luard, M.D.

WOODWARD, Thos. Hewlett, Esq., Assistant-Surgeon H.E.I.C.S.
in camp, before Delhi, on August 31st.

PASS LISTS.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. MEMBERS admitted at the

meeting of the Court of Examiners, on Friday, December 4th,
1857:-

ANGUS, James Acworth, Newcastle
BOWER, William Eliot, Nantwich, Cheshire
COOPER, Vincent Morton, Bow Road
CROUcHER, Alexander Richard, Shadwell
EVEREST, George John, Cork
FLEURY, Charles Robert, Passage, co. Waterford
GRANGER, William Slocombe, Bradford Yeovil, Somerset
HUi.MAN, William, Army
HOLMES, John, Chesterfield
HOWARD, John Simpson, Madras
LAND, John Fullarton, Patrington, near Hull
LEET, Charles Henry, Army
PEMBERTON, John McLeod, H.E.I.C.S.

At the same meeting of the Court-
EVANS, Edward Higgon, of the Naval Hospital, Plymouth,

passed his examination as Naval Surgeon. This gen-
tleman had previously been admitted a member of
the College: his diploma bearing date January 23rd,
185].

THE FELLOWSHIP. The following gentlemen have just passed
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the preliminary examination (in Classics, Mathematics, and
French) for the Fellowship of the Royal College of Surgeons:-

BROWNE, James Herbert, West Street, Brighton
LEE, Frederick Fawson, Charles Street, Trevor Square
MAsoN, Francis, Bedford Place
WALFORD, Walter Gilson, Cambridge

ArOTHECARIES' HALL. Members admitted on Thursday,
December 3rd, 1857:

Dow, John, St. Martin's-le-Grand
MAY, John, Gerranarworthal
TUNMER, James Robert, Ipswich
HEALTH OF LONDON:-WEEK ENDING

DECEMBER 5TH, 1857.
rProm the Begistrar-General's Report.]

THE mortality of London continued high last week, and even
showed a tendency further to increase. In the two previous
weeks, the deaths were about 1380; in the week that ended last
Saturday (December 5th), they rose to 1428. In the ten
years 1847-56, the average number of deaths in the weeks cor-
responding with last week ws 1318. But, as population has
increased, the average for comparison must be raised propor-
tionally to the increase, in which case it will become 1450.
Hence it appears that the deaths of last week were rather less
than the corrected average; but, on reference to the return for
the first week of December in 1847, it will be seen that, in con-
sequence of influenza being epidemic, the deaths from all
causes then rose to the extraordinary number ot 2454, and the
average which embraces that period is higher than would have
been obtained if only ordinary causes had been in operation.

It may be stated that at least a hundred persons died last
week who would have survived if the season had not been in
more than a usual degree unfavourable to health. These deaths
are the results of influenza, terminating, as the medical prac-
titioners believe, in bronchitis.
The number of deaths referred in the present returns to pul-

monary diseases (exclusive of phthisis and hooping-cough) is
415, which is not much less than a third part of the total
number returned in the week. In the nine years 1848-56, the
deaths from the same class of complaints ranged from 171 to
879. The deaths caused by bronchitis continue to increase,
for in the two previous weeks they were respectively 227 and
217; last week they were 242; the corrected average for last
week is 158. The table shows the greatest number of deaths
from bronchitis during that period of life which extends from
60 to 80 years, 92 persons having died in that interval. Be-
yond 80 years, the number falls to 20, the disease then finding
a much reduced number of living subjects for its attacks.
Pneumonia, which carries off chiefly the young, is far from
being so fatal during the present period of sickness; for the
deaths from it, which were in two previous weeks 127 and 143,
fell last week to 129, which is hardly equal to the average.
The number of cases in which influenza is specially mentioned
is 22. Nine nonagenarians are returned, all of whom were
women, except one.

Besides a fatal case of infantile cholera ", the death of a
seaman from "c holera, pneumonia", is recorded. He died on
November 24th, on. board the Dsednoughta Hospital Ship.
Three ehildren died of searlatina within four days in a family
in George Street, Somers Town; and two in another family in
Exmouth Street, in the same subdistrict. In the family last
referred to, the mother and another of her children died also of
the same disease in November.

Last week the births of 938 boys and 874 girls, in all 1812
children, were registered in London. In the ten corresponding
weeks of the years 1847-56, the average number was 1504.
At the Royal Observatory, Greenwich, the mean reading of

the barometer in the week was 29-858 in. The highest reading
was 30)16 in., at the end of the week.' The mean temperature
of the week was 46.10, which is 4.50 above the average of the
same week in forty-three years (as determined by Mr. Glaisher).
On Wednesday and Thursday, the excess above the averagewas 90
and 110. The highest temperature occurred an Wednesday, and
was 56-4; the lowest on Tuesday, which was 35-8. The range of
temperature on Thursday was only 6.80; the mean daily range
in the week was 12.70. The difference between the mean dew-
point temperature and mean air temperature was 2.90 The
mean temperature of the water of the Thames was 43.60. The
mean daily degree of humidity of the air was 910, complete
saturation being represented by 100; on Wednesday the hu-

midity was 98. After Tuesday, the direction of the wind was
generally south-west. The rain measured in the week was
only 0-10 in.

ROYAL MEDICAL BENEVOLENT COLLEGE.
A GENERAL meeting of the Governors of this Institution took
place on Friday, December 4th, at the office in Soho Square,
HENRY POwNAL, Esq., in the chair, when the following resolu-
tions were passed-

1. Moved by Mr. PROPERT, and seconded by Mr. RAY-
" That the following words be substituted for the last para-

graph but one in the 15th bye law: ' A Governor who has one
vote or more may at all elections use such vote or votes for as
many candidates as there are vacancies to be filled up, and
those votes may be divided at pleasure, or accumulated on any
one candidate, provided they do not exceed the number to
which the Governor is entitled according to the vacancies
declared."'

2. Moved by Mr. CHARLES HOGG, and seconded by Mr.
FINCHAM-

" That the following words be omitted from the 15th bye
law: 'All new subscriptions must be paid one month before
the election, in order to entitle Governors to vote."'

3. Moved by Sir JOHN FORBES, and seconded by Mr. WEBB-
" That the following words be added to the 13th bye law:

'After the election of a pensioner, and before admission, a
certificate must be given by two householders that, in case of
the decease of the pensioner, they, or either of them, will be
bound to bury the deceased or guarantee the burial expenses."'

4. Moved by Mr. JoNsoN, and seconded by Major MTTEs-
" That the following words be added to the 16th bye law:

'Each pensioner must take up his or her residence within two
months after his or her election, unless for reasons approved
by the Council; otherwise the election of such pensioner will
become void.'"
A vote of thanks to the chairman was then moved by Mr.

PROPERT, and carried unanimously.

POOR-LAW MEDICAL REFORiM ASSOCIATION.
Mr. GRIFFIN bas addressed the followina letter to the Poor-

law Medical Officers, accompanying it with a draft of an Act of
Parliament.

" 12, Royal Terrace, Weymouth, December 8th, 1857.
" DEAR Sms,-I have much pleasure in submitting to your

opinion the Draft of an Act of Parliament, and shall feel
obliged by your informing me within fourteen days of any
suggestions you may wish to offer in regard to any of the
Sections, the numbers of which please to quote, that my time
may be saved. It is most desirable to have the Bill laid before
Parliament as speedily as possible after the adjournment of
the House for the Christmas reaess. It will be necessary to
replint the Bill and again submit it to you, as doubtless many
alterations will have to be made in accordance with the general
views of the entire body. It will be important to lay a copy
before the individual Members of both Houses, and with it a
reprint of the present Rules, Orders, and Regulations of the
Poor-law Board having reference- to the Medical Officers, and
it will require comments on many of the sections, with quota-
tions from various sources, to prove the necessity of them.
I need scarcely remind you that to do all this will be very ex-
pensive, and cannot be carried out unless you wiU aid the
Association with money.

" Bear in mind the battle the Association is fighting is your
battle; it is the battle of the children of many of us; it is the
battle of the weak against the strong; it is the battle of the
profession against long and cruel injustice and grinding misrule;
it is a battle for the welfare of the poorer classes; and, I may add,
it is a battle for the good ofthe rate-payers, as an improved state
of health of the community must tend to a diminution of the
poor-rates. Of the three thousand and odd officers composing
the medical staff of the Poor-law, but few over one-third have
contributed to the fund of £6)00 already subscribed. Of this
sum, a part bas been contributed by gentlemen not Union
officers; amongst these stands the name of Joseph Toynbee,
Esq., who within the last few days has, unasked, sent me £1 ls.
as an annual subscription-the other names I have before
published. The Association requires your pecuniary assistance,
as upwards of £500 have been spent during the last two years,
and a like sum is now necessary. It requires your energetic
aid in other respects; it requires you to petition the Legisla-
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ture to carry the Bill through Parliament-for which purpose
I will send you petitions to sign-if you say you will attach
your signature to them, as the writing them out costs money,
therefore it will not do for me to send them in vain: it re-
quires you to write to the Members of the Legislature with
whom you are personally acquainted, and request their sup-
port.

" As soon as I have ascertained your sentiments, I will call
the Committee toaether, and I feel confident, however incon-
venient it may be to many of tlhem, that they will do their best
to get the Bill introduiced into both Houses, and aid the cause
in every possible way; but, to render success certain, it will
require you-and each of you-to put your shoulders to the
wheel; for althiough we ask nothing but what is just and rea-
sonable, ptublic bodies are slow to grant redress, unless a little
gentle pressure be put upon thlem.

"I am, dear Sirs, faithfully youirs,
"RICHAlRD GRIFFIN, Chairmana.

To the Poor-law Mtedical Officers.

"P.S.-Stamps for 10s. and under will be very convenient,
as about £40 will be required for postage durin-g the next two
months.
"Every Poor-law Medical Officer comI1municating with1 MIr.

Griffini is requested to head his letter with the name of his
Union as well as his address."

Mr. Griffin requests us to state that, as the Poor-law Board
express their regret that tlCey "' cannot forward a list, showing
the changes in the appointments of Poor-lanw Medical Officers
wvhich have taken place during the last eleven months," lhe
must trouble those gentlemen who have received appointments
since December 1856, to write to him for a copy of the draft
petition.

ALLEGED FORGERY OF A WILL BY A SURGEON.
ON Friday, December 4tlh, Mr. Thomas Monk, surgeon, a
borough and county miiagistrate of Preston, was brought up at
the Town-hall in custody oni charge of forging a will. The case
excited great interest and the court was crowded. Mr. Ascroft,
the town clerk, and MIr. R. Segai, barrister, prosecuted ; M1r.
R. A. Cross, M.P., barrister, instructed by Mr. W. Blackhurst,
being for the defence. On Thursday a coroner's inquest was
held, arising out of the same matter. Edward Turner, reed-
maker, St. Patul's-road, (lied on the 25th of September. During
his illness lhe was attended by the prisoner. He died in a fort-
night, and at his death it was fouind that the prisoner had suc-
ceeded to deceased's effects, which amounited to about £100
after his debts were paid. The rumuours wlhichi were circulated
led to the exhuumation of Turner's body at the cemetery, and
to the transmission of the stomiiacll and intestines to Professor
Ta lor for examiniation. Professor Taylor's examination is not
yet finished. The inquest on Tlhursday was adjourned after
the evidence of Alice Chadwick, the housekeeper, had been
given. That evidence showed that deceased during his illness
was attended by Mr. Monk, who in an hiour after his patient's
death demanded the keys and removed money and books from
the house. The man died on the Friday and Mr. Monk ordered
the funeral for the Sunday, on whiclh day he took some silver
spoons away in his pocket. Subsequiently lhe disposed of the
stock in the workshop, anld the household furniture. The in-
quest was adjourned till the 11th inst.
Immediately after the inquest Mr. Monk was taken into

custody by the superintendent of the police, and lodged in the
lock-ul.

Mr. Segar briefly stated Llhe facts, and expressed the pain
and embarrassment he felt in being engaged in the case.

Mr. WILLIA3i H. HINDEr, of the Consistory Court, Lancaster,
produced the will alleged to have been forged.
The Rev. THOMAS CLARK, surrogate, said he remembered the

20th of September. The pr-isoner cam-e to his house and said
that a man1 named TuIIner- was dead, and money was waiited to
pay his workmen's wages; that he had been to the bank, and
they declined to give himi any without proper authority on his
part to receive it. He said there was no will found, or words
to that effect, and that there were iio relations to deceased
known or likely to be heard of, anid tlherefore letters of ad-
ministr-ation could be granited to him, as priincipal creditor.
He further stated that he had had repeated conversations with
the deceased, and knew exactly what lie wanted to do with his
money. T'he lhousekeeeper was to hiave 5s. a-week paid to lher
as long as she lived. He applied for letters of administration,
and witness read himn the followingt instruction which is given
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to surrogates:-" No creditor can obtain administration with.
out first issuing a citation, and obtaining a decree of court."
Mr. Monk then wished him to apply at Lancaster for that
purpose. On the following Tuesday he came again, and wit-
ness told him he had an answer from Lancaster. The prisoner
said no answer was required, as a will had been found. He
produced a will, and witness administered the oath to the pri-
soner as sole surviving executor.
The following is a copy of the will:-
" This is the last Will and Testament of me Edward Turner

of St. Paul's Road Reed Maker of Preston in the County of
Lancaster. I direct my Executors to pay all my just debts
funeral and testamentary expenses so soon after my decease as
may be convenient and it is any Will and desire that my said
Executors pay to my God-Daughter Elizabeth Wilkinson of
Preston the sum of Ten Pounds in Two months after my
decease. I then order and direct my Executors to pay to my
housekeeper Alice Chadwick the sum of Three Shillings per
week and all the rest residue and remainder of my real and
personal estate I give absolutely to Thomas Monk Surgeon of
Preston in the County of Lancaster and I appoint Thomas
Clark Iron and Brass Founder of Preston and Thomas Monk
Surgeon both in the County of Lancaster to be my Executors
under this my last Will and Testament and I hereby declare
that the receipt or receipts in writing of my said Executors for
any moneys payable to them under or by virtue of this my
Will shall be an effectual discharge and I hereby declare that
my said Executors may reimburse themselves out of the
monies which shall come to their hands under this my Will all
expenses which may be incurred by them in and about the
said Executorship. In witness whereof I the said Edward
Turner the Testator have to this my last Will and Testament
set my hand Seal this fourteenth day of February in the year
of Our Lord one thousand eiaht hundred and fifty-five.
" Signed published and declared byme the said)
Edward Turner the Testator as and for his !
last Will and Testament in the presence of |
us present at the same time and who in Ed (Seal) 0
hiis presence and in the presence of each Edward Turner
otlher have hereunto subscribed our names
as witness.

"James Holden "Joseph Wilkinson
Preston. Preston."

Witness stated further that he afterwards received the pro-
bate from Lancaster, and gave it the prisoner, who paid the
charges.

Mr. JOHN FISHER, manager of the Lancaster Bank in Preston,
proved that on the 26th of September the prisoner applied for
Turner's balance at the bank, £56 odd. He produced a sheet
of letter paper containing writing, on which witness declined
to pay hlim the money. He paid it on the 2nd of October, on

the production of the will.
The paper in question on which payment of the balance was

refused was not produced, the prisoner pleading that he had
not time.

ROBT. FARNWORTH said he knew the deceased's handwriting.
The signature in the will was not his. He did not know such
a man as Holden. Never heard deceased say anything about a
will. Worked for him five years, and knew him well.

JOSEPHI WILKINSON said the signature of his lname, in the will
was not his handwriting. He knew nothing about it. He was

acquainted with Turner fourteen years.
The prisoner was then removed.
On Tuesday the inquiry was resumed.
A report was current on Monday to the effect that the writer

of the will had been discovered. The will is in the handwriting
of a female, and on Tuesday Mrs. Pipe, the wife of a hair-
dresser in Preston, was taken into custody.

Mlr. Segar, barrister, again prosecuted; Mr. R. A. Cross,
M.P., being retained for the defence.

Mr. FISHER, manager at the Lancaster Bank, said that Mr.
Monk called upon him at the Lancaster Bank on Saturday, the
20th of September. He produced a paper about the size of a
sheet of letter paper. It purported to be a disposition of
Edward Turner's property in favour of "his dear friend,
Tlhomas Monk." There was no mention of any other name
that lhe could remember: but there was a disposition of 5s.
a-week in favour of the housekeeper. The document appeared
to be in the handwriting of Mr. Monk, but he would not swear
positively to it. It purported to be signed by Edward Turner.
He believed there was no witness's name to it. He (Mr. Monk)
retained the document, and took it away with him. Witness
said the bank could give nio money on a document like that;
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and that they never paid money except upon the production of
probate or letters of administration.

Mrs. AsNN EDNA PIrE, wife of John Wilkers Pipe, hairdresser
and perfumer, had resided at Preston between five and six
year. She knew the prisoner, Mr. Thomas Monk. Since she
had been in Preston, he had been the medical attendant of the
family. She remembered having occasion one morning to call at
his surgery. It was between two and three montlhs ago. She
saw Mr. Monk that morning at lhis surgery; he appeared to be
preparing to go ouit. He asked wiitness if slie had time to copy
him a paper. He produced the paper, and also a blank sheet
on which to make the copy. He gave directions to write it
large like a man. Witness did copy it on a sheet of paper he
gave her for the purpose. She copied it in his surgery. Mr.
Monk was up and down the stairs of his surgery while she was
copying it. Witness coiuld not say positively in whose hand-
writing the paper was that she copied.
Mr. CRoss objected.
Mr. SEGAL It is a matter of opinion.
Mr. CRoss. Of course my friend is going to ask whether it

is in the handwriting of prisoner. Of course, before he does
that, he ought to know whether slie is prepared to answer the
question.

Witness continued. The document (produced by 'Mr. Winder,
Clerk of the CoIsistorr- Court at Lancaster) now put into her
hands is the copy she made. The whole of it was in her hand.
writing, cxcept th1o signatures, "Joseplh Wilkinson, Preston,'
and "Edward Turner, Preston." The word " day" in the last
line put in the body of the will was her handwriting. She thought
she discovered the omnission of the wor(l 1day" herself. After
she had copied the document, she left it with MIr. Monk;. She
could not say whether the name "James Holden" was upon

the document whIen she copied it. It was either on or she was

directed to put it on the document by AMr. Monk. At the time,
she had never before heard of Edward Turner. She did not
see Edward Turner sign the document. When she left it withi

Mr. MIonk, tllere was no other wfiting upon it but lher own.
The depositions having been read over, the witness said she

did not now kniow what she called at the surgery for. It was
not to consult him.

This closed the evidence for the prosecution.
The prisoner was then committed for trial, bail being efuised.

The utmost sensation pervades the town of Preston, and the
inquiry engrosses all conversation.

CANTERBURY DIsPENsARY. The annual meeting of the Go-
vernors of this institution wras held on December 1st. From
the report, which was read by Mr. Rigden, it appeared that
during the past year a much larger number of patients than in
any former years had availed themselves of its assistance-
amounting to 1382, exactly one hundred more than in the
preceding year. Of these, 1141 had been attended at their
own homes, and 2l41 had attended at the Dispensary for medical
aid. There had been cured 845; more or less relieved, 365;
44 had died; 3 had neglected to return their cards to the surgeon;
and 125 remained under treatment. A very large proportion
of the patients who applied for and received assistance were of
the female sex. During the past year, while 36 per cent. were

male patients, 63 per cent. were female; and many of the latter

sex, but for the Dispensary, would not have been able to obtain

medical attendance. In consequence of the more than usual

prevalence of zynmotic diseases during the past year, the num-

ber of patients so afflicted had formed a larger proportion of

the total number than had generally been observed; and the

mortality from these diseases, in comparison with the absolute

mortality as shown by the public register of deaths, had borne

about the same proportion. One hundred and ninety-eight
cases of fever (of which twenty-one have been intermittent or

agues, and twenty-one remittent) had been brought under

treatment, nearly half of which presented themselves during

the last three months; four had proved fatal. Fifty-four cases

of scarlatina had been admitted, forty-six of which were in the

months of December 18,56, January, June, July, and August,
1867; of these, five proved fatal. Eighty-eight cases of diar-

rkcea had been admitted, seventv-six of which occurred in the

months of July, August, September, and October; of these, two
proved fatal. Twelve cases of erysipelas had been under

treatment, four of which were in February, two in July, and

one in each of the following months-ziz., November, De-

cember, January, May, August, and November, 1857. Diphl-
theritis, although prevalent in several other counties and in

some of the neighbouring villages for several months past, did

not present itself in Canterbury nntil within the last two
months. Eleven cases had already been brought under treat.
meunt at the Dispensary; of these, two had died. The remain-
ing cases from zymotic diseases had been three from
measles, seven from crythema, five from carbuncle; and of
mumps, hooping-cough, chicken-pox, and purpura, of each one
case.
PROJECTED NF.w LUNATIC ASYLUx FOR TU1E CITY OF Lo-,DON.

At a meeting of the Court of Aldermen on Tuesday last,
Alderman Wire, in the absence of Alderman Finuis, presented
a petition from the Board of Guardianas of the City of London
Union for the establishment of a new luniatic asylum, and
moved, " that it be referTed to the Geneml Plurposes Committee
to take the advice of the law officers of thle corporation upon
the sub)jeet, amidt to report thereon to this court." Alderman
Sidiney secondedl tile motion. 'Tlie motion, after some dis-
cussion, was lput and carried unanimnously, aud the court
adjourned.
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