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as one of the most active promoters of sanitary science. The
Society of Scientific Medicine (Geselluchaft fir wissenschaftliche
Medizin) in Berlin also, at a meeting held on November l6th,
elected Dr. Richardson a Corresponding Member. A similar
honour was some time ago conferred on ouir worthy associate,
Dr. Cockle.

THE LATE WILLIAM THOMAS BELL, EsQ., OF
GREAT GRIMSBY, LINCOLNSHIRE.

THE record of short-lived genius is a solace to the wounded
spirits of surviving relatives, and a stimulus to the emulation
of aspiring minds. Medical biography, indeed, cannot have a
choicer theme, than the sudden blight of the budding hopes of
youthful ambition. Hence the subject of this brief memoir
claims a niche in the mausoleum of departed worthies.
The late William Thomas Bell was the second son of John

Bell, Esq., Surgeon, and Mayor of Grimsby. His deceased son,
who had only just completed his twenty-seventh year, was a
young man of fine parts, steady perseverance, and great deci-
sion of character. He had enjoyed the advantage of a liberal
education at Kingston College, Hull, under that distinguished
scholar, Mr. Francis, and afterwards under a private tutor.
Such a mind, so cultivated, when transplanted to the metro-
politan field of medical and surgical observation, soon made its
powers felt, and won golden opinions alike from teachers and
fellow-pupils. The profession, to which he devoted himself,
and which became the ruling passion of his advancing years,
was also his choice from a very early age; for, when quite a
child, he shewed the greatest anxiety to witness operations.
On going to London, he was judiciously placed in the family
and under the care of Mr. Adams of St. Helen's Place, Bishops-
gate Street, Surgeon to the London Hospital, who has kindly
furnished the following interesting particulars of his late
protege'.

" Mr. W. T. Bell came to reside with me in October 1848, in
order to prosecute his studies in medicine and surgery at the
London Hospital. I cannot help stating, that his condluct and
demeanour, wbilst under my roof, endeared him to all branches
of my family. I soon discovered, that his father had carefully
grounded him in the elements of his profession. He passed
through the various phases of a medical student's life with
great credit, and more especially devoted himself to that branch
of the profession, in which his talents have recently shone so
conspicuously, I mean surgery,-in the operative department
of which, as a student, he took peculiar delight. In due course
of time, he passed his examinations at the College of Surgeons
and Apotheca-ies' Hall; andwas soon appointed House-Surgeon
to the Hospital. Here his field of usefulness became more
extensive; and the surgeons of the Hospital found that they
could place every confidence in his judgment in the manage-
ment of cases during their absence. This appointment he
held for the full term allowed by the rules of the Hospital; and
during this period he enjoyed ample opportunities for practising
many of the operations of surgery. I need scarcely say, that he
fully availed himself of the rich stores afforded by the Institu-
tion; and, at the time when many are just beginning to become
surgeons on thei- own account, Bell was really an experienced
surgeon, and equal to any emergency. He afterwards went to
Paris to perfect himself in the operative branch of his prQfes-
sion; and from the tenour of his letters from that place, I
could plainly trace such a keen appreciation of the importance
of operative surgery, and such an ardent spirit in the cultiva-
tion of it, as, coupled with former studies, rendered him, during
his short career at his native place, a blessing to the people of
his neighbourhood, as well as to his immediate friends. It may
fairly be said of him:

'Multis ille bonis flebilis occidit.'"

Though most actively engaged of late years in a laborious
country practice, his manuscript records of cases bear witness
to his zeal in cultivating the literature of his profession. A few
of his papers have from time to time appeared in the AssoCIA-
TION JOUnNAL; but his most finished production is a spirited.
brochure containing a report of " Eight Cases of Lithotomy and
Lithotrity successfully operated upon." Nor was hlis moral
nature out of keeping with his superior intellect. His bene-
volence was chiefly conspicuous in the relief he imparted to
human suffering in his own proper sphere. He was wont to
say,-" the rich will have medical assistance; the poor shall
have it." Hence, in obeying the impulses of his generous na-
ture, he exhausted himself in a series of disinterested acts of
compassion. Enfeebled by the discharge of his arduous
duties,-by long rides, by fastings and watchings, as well as by
professional anxieties,-his nervous system succumbed to an
ill-timed attack of epidemic fever prevalent in the district. He
therefore encountered it under every disadvantage. It was a
grave example of the gastro-enteric form of typhoid fever; and,
as it resisted all the attempts made to check its insidious
ravages, the patient sank on the twenty-first day from profuse
internal hnmorrhage. With great nervous irritability, he ne-
vertheless had but little delirium throughout; and, when the
prospect of death dawned on his thoughtful spirit, he eagerly
laid hold of the sustaining hopes and consolations of the
Gospel.

Pleasant memories of Mr. Bell's noble and endearing traits
of character, both at home and in society, will long live in the
minds of his bereaved friends. His rising character, as a pro.
fessional man, is proved alike by the respect shewn to him
when living, and by the general sorrow evinced at his death.
He was beloved by all classes of society, and for several days
after his decease the shops in Grimsby were for the most part
closed. His funeral was consecrated by the tears, not of his
kindred only, but also of a multitude, who crowded round his
bier to testify their deep sense of the loss they had sustained
by his early death.

HUMIPHILY SANDWITH, M.D.
1, Albion Street, Hull, Dec. 26th, 185'.

ADMISSION OF MEMBERS, AND PAYMENT OF
SUBSCRIPTIONS.

THE General Secretary of the British Medical Association
begs to call the attention of members to the Laws regarding
the ADMISSION of MEEMBERS, and the PAYMENT of their SuB_
SCRIPTIONS.

" Admission of Members. Any qualified medical practitioner,
not disqualified by any bye-law, who shall be recommended
as eligible by any three members, shall be admitted a member
at any time by the Committee of Council, or by the Council
of any Branch."

"Subscriptions. The subscription to the Association shall be
One Guinea annually; and each member, on paying his sub-
scription, shall be entitled to receive the publications of the
Association for the current year. The subscription shall date
from the 1st January in each year, and shall be considered as
due unless notice of withdrawal be given in writing to the
Secretary on or before the 25th of December previous."

Either of the following modes of payment may be adopted:-
1. Payment by Post Office Order to the Treasurer (Sir C.

Hastings, M.D., Worcester), or to the undersigned.
2. Payment to the Secretary of the Branclh to which the

member belongs.
3. Members residing in the Metropolis and vicinity can make

their payments through the publisher of the BRITISH MEDICA'
JOURNAL, Mr. Thomas John Honeyman, 37, Great Queen
Street, Lincoln's Inn Fields, W. C.

PHILIP H. WiLIAMS, General Secretary.^
Worcester, January 1858.

14



JAN. 2, 1858.] ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE. [BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.

further inquiry from last month. Sir J. Forbes and the Trea-
BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND COUNTIES BRANCH: surer having found that this poor lady was doing her duty

GENERAL MEETING. nobly, having disnmissed her servant, and she and her children
A GERERAL Meeting of this Branch was heldl at the Hen and struggling dutifully, advanced £15 to pay a list of small trades-
Chickens Hotel, Birmingham, on December 11th, 185;* EDWIN men's bills. This grant the Committee raised to £25. This
BARTLEET, Esq., President, in the chair. There were also poor lady, since the grant, has been able to let part of her
present: A. Alcock, Esq. (Snmethwick), A. Baker, F.sq. (Bir house, and is up and doing for her family.. She writes:-mpingham); R. L. Baker, Esq. (Bordesley) T. Boisragon,

r

" Dear Sir,-Itis with extreme gratitude that I write to thank the
Minghm); R. L. (Bow dEse T Boisrag)- Committee for the great initerest they have taken in our mostM.-D. (Birmingham); G. J. Brown, Esq. (Birmingham)W distressing case, which, under Providence, has been the means
Browne, Esq. (Lichfield); E. H. Coleman, Esq. (Wolver- of preserving us fromn ruin and despair. As soon as I received
hampton); J. M. Coleman, M.D. (Wolverhampton); W. Downes, your munificent gift, I with great pleasure paid all the pressingEsq. (Handsworth)* Bell Fletcher, M.D>. (Birmingbam)* J. yoruiietitIilgeap0srpialhpex
Fraser, M.D. (WolverhBampton) J. J. Hadley, Esq.(iirming) demands upon me, and shall be able to live comfortably for a
ham); H. Hancox, M.D. (Wolverhampton); J. L. Hobbes, few weeks. I have bought shoes for myself and children."ham) H. anco,M.. (Wlvehampon);5. L Hobes, CASE III. A widow, agred 41 years. Eleven childr-en toEsq. (Belbroughton); J. H. Houghton, Esq. (Dudley); B. C
Hunt, Esq. (Birmingham); G. Jones, Esq. (Birmingham); W support, between the ages of 20 years and 10 montlhs (expect-
Jauncey, Esq. (Birmingham): W. J. Kite, Esq. (West Brom- ing her confinement in four months), arnd six buried. Hus-
wich); G. B. Knowles, Esq. (Birmingham); G. H. Marshall, band, M.R.C.S., just dead; was a union surgeon of sixteen

I.D. (Birminghamu); E. Moore, Esq. (H-lalesowen)- M. H: parishes; was kicked by a colt, producing concussion of the
Morgan, Esq. (Lichfield); L. Parker, Esq. (Birmingham); O. spine; rendered helpless, confined to bed several weeks, and
Pemberton,Esq. (Birmingham); H.Roe, M.D. (Birmingham): jUst died consuimptive, leaving, no means. Never relieved be-
J. V. Solomon, Esq. (Birmingham); C. Somerville, M.D. fore. Voted £50.
(Bloxwich); W. F. Wade, M.B. (Birmingham); C. Warder, A clergyman writes thus:-"Poor Mr. R. stood well as a
M.D. (Birmingham); C. E. E. Welchman, Esq. (Lichfield)- surgeon in this county; but he hiad nothing to depend upon
BI. T. WS7hittell, Esq. (Birmningham);* T. \V. Williams, Esq. but his practice, and, having a very large family to support, he
(Birmingham); C. Yarwood, Esq. (Birmingham); G. Yates, could save nothing; so his wife and children have only to depend
Esq. (Birmingham) ;-and, as visitors, W. J. Moore, Esq. upon Providence for protection and support."^ We, in hope of
(H.E.I.C.S.); S. A. Parker, Esq.* ani J. F. Woody, Esq. receiving more assistance, voted £50 in this case. Was it not(TamwoIth) well bestowed? Read the following letter of thanks to the

Treasurer :-" Honouredl and dear Sir,-God Almighty blessCONGENITAT, FISSURE OF THE STERNUMI: CASE OF 31. GROUX. yoU and the geiitlemen of the Committee for the most accept-
M. Eugbne Groux, of Hamburgh, the subject of congenital able grant allowed me. I cannot find words in wbich suffi-

fissure of the sternum, attended the meeting, anld presented ciently to express my gratitude. I purpose app)lying the money
Iiis interesting conditions for the inspection of the inembers....... and the remainder to stupply our wants until I should
The tendency of the opinions expressed, as to the nature of the (D.V.) recover sufficiently from my confinement to exert myself
pulsatile swelling opposite the third and fourth ribs, was for my children by takingo pupils.Once more fervently
almost entirely in favour of its being the right auricle of the thanking you most gratefully yours .
heart-a result mostly in accordance with the views of some of CASE IV. A widow, aged 45 years, in London, needlewoman,
the most distinguished members of the profession who have in poor health and impaired eyesight, struggling eleven years
examined the case. with four children between the ages of 17 and 12 years; two

INJURY OF THE FACE, WITH DEPRESSION OF THE UPPER sons now provided for; two daughters (one in ill health) quito
M[AxILLARY BONE. BY J. H. HOU'GHTON, ESQ. dependent. Relievred three times. Inlcome £20 per annum.

Mr. HOUGHTON then read an account of a case of severe in- Out of employment the last twelve months, and now confined
jury of the face, with depression of the superior masillary to bed. Voted £10. " With feelings of grateful joy, I beg to
bone, in which he. had raised the part pushled down into the acknowledge the receeipt of ten pounds. Words are ieadequate
mouth, to the marked relief of the patient's condition, who was to expr-essing obligations to a Society which snatched me and my
unable to protruede the tongue until this was done. The poor children from utter destruction. Thrown upon the world
appearance presented by the patient wals further illustrated by in a moment by the illness of my hulsband, 1 was for a time be-
a photographic drawing. The case was followed by by wildered, until a kind Providence directed me to dear good Mr.
Of the portio durawof the opposite side. paralysis Newnham, whose sympathy has ever pleaded for me during my

Mr. YATES and Mr. PEMBERTON, in the discussion wrhich six years journey of affliction. My earnest prayers are ever
followed, expressed their conviction of there havins been frac- offered up to Heaven for each individual member; and that
ture of the bony palate present, in order to account for the dis- God may bless you is the sincere prayer of
location dowvnwards of the part. It did not seem equally clear CASE V. A ph.ysician, aged 42 years, in London, single,
how the paralysis of the opposite side was to be explained, formerly of high standing, and lecturer of a Provincial Schoolof Medicine of eminence; author of a work of repute; lost
The PRESIDENT gave notice that, at the next General Meet- considerable property in family securities, and maintaining poor

ing of the Branch, certain alterations in the Laws would be relations. Never relieved. Income small and precarious,
*roposed for adoption. arising only from literary work. Voted £10.

________ ~~~~~~CASE VI. A sintle lad.y, aged 38 years, in London, daughter
of a gentleman, M.S.A., who outlived his practice at the West.

MfEDICAL BENEVOLENT FUN'D. No income. Never relieved. From the recent death of a very
BAYING lately issued an appeal for pecuniary aid-an appeal aged mother, has lost a provision. Has the prospect of suc-
which the Committee, and all interested in the Fund's benevo- ceeding in keeping a respectable school. Voted £15.
lent p)roceedings, trust will meet with a wtarm, hearty response CASE VII. A widow, aged 52 years, in London, three children,
-I nlow give the Minutes of the proceedings of our Committee two realising £10 per annum each, the other provided for.
mneeting in November this yeawr: I can say no more than these Late husband M.R.C.S. and L.S.A. Income precarious, arising
Minutes say! JOSEPH TOYNBEE, Treasurer, from needlework. Reslievedl three times; in all, £20. Voted £10., . ~~~CASE VIII. Two single ladies, aged 23 and 21, daulghters of
At a meeting of Comnmittee, held November 24th, 1857, at a practitioner, M.R.C.S. and L.S.A., in the country forty years.

New Burlington Street, the sum of £175 WAS voted. Lost his practice from deafness and ill health. Gone to
CASE T. A physician, aged 86 years, formerly practising in Anstralia. No income. Never relieved. Voted £10; to be

the counties of S;uffolk and Kent. Voted £10 last month; but, placed in the hands of a gentleman who takes charge of a fund
having died before receiving it, ans appeal was ade to the for assisting the daughters to emigrate to their father.
Treasurer by his daughter to be allowed it for the purpose of CASE IX. The wife, aged 49 years, of a practitioner in the
burial, etc. From her great respectability anr integrity, from country, MIi.C.S. and L.S.A. One son, aged 17 ears, in
the great expense of her poor father's last illness, and her own Australia with his father. Neuer relieved. Itcome precarious,
very limited means, she being a widow with a family to support, arising from nuMrsin children. Desirous to emigrate to her
therequest was immediatelygranted. husband. lotedr 10;eto be placed in the hands ofa gentle-

CASE II. A lady, aged 44 years. Five children, between the man who holds her emigration fund.
eges of 19 and 6 years, all at home, and dependent. Without Here is an extract from her letter :-v" I beg to ofer you my
income. Never relieved by the FVtnd. Husband, M.R.C.S., heartfelt thanks for a remittance of ten pounds towards my
getting a very small salary at sea. This case was deferred for pafsage to Australia; I cannot find words to thank you; it is
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indeed a great kindness, a real charity. With much gratitude,
believe me", etc.

CASE x. A practitioner before the Act of 1815, aged 73
years; married; three- children, who are only just able to sup-
port tlhemselves. Relieved once. Jncome £12 per annum,
and the remnant of a practice. To be placed in the hands of
a Member of Committee for distribution. £10 was voted.

CASE xI. A widow, aged 79 years, of the Jewish persuasion.
Late lhusband a Member of the Corporation of Surgeons of
Lon(lon, 1796. Two grandchildren dependent on her. Very
infirmn; had a fracture recently of the condyles of the humerus
entering the elbow-joint. Income five shillings and sixpence
per week. Relieved once. Voted £5.

CASE XII. A widow, aged 52 years. Two sons: one with
diseased heart, quite dependent on her; the other only able to
support hiimself. Late husband a highly respectable prac-
titioner in the cotuntry, L.S.A. ; many years labouring under
dysentery, arid ultimately died of cancer of the larynx and
cesophagus; all means exhausted. Voted £10.
CASE xIII. A widow, aged 01 years, in Warwickshire, with

cliseased heart, helpless, and compelled to have a nurse. Three
childreni. mariied, in Australia, anid one to a young surgeonl:
all unable to render assistanice. Late husband M.R.C.S.;
much respected; once relieved in dying illness. Income £:30
per annum, from an old patient of late husband. Voted £1).
One other case, postponed for more strict inquiry.
NOTE. Besides having the object of obtaining sympatlhy and

therebiy funids for our truly noble clharity, I publish this ieport
of our proceedings in November, in order that a comparison
may be drawn between the system of a society like ours wlich
gives aid througlh a committee elected by and from the body of
subscribers, andl to wh}zom it holds itself responsible, and the
system of a society where recipients have to apply for the votes
of the whole body of subscribers, sometimnes numbering many
thou-sanls, and with whom the responsibility is so divided as
absolutely to cease to exist at all. Look, for only one minute,
at the results. I will hazard the statement that our seventeen
annuitants (six of wlhom are provided also with comfortable
homes), amon)g whom we divide about £300 a year, and the.
twelve recipients of our £'175 in November, obtained their aid
at the average expense of one shilling only each person, with-
out, too, the worry, suspense, excitement, and mrlay I say de-
gradation, of a prolonged canvass. On the other lhand, I have
evidence to slhow that in the unfortunate system so usually
adopted of each subscriber giving a vote, thousands and thou-
sands of pounds are annually thrown away by the poor candi-
dates and their friends, a systemn of jobbing in votes is adopted,
and canvassing becomes a regiular hack business. The rule is,
that a poor candidate must not expect to win the first " put up."
How slhould lhe, when there are sometimes between ten or
twenty tlhousand votes ? buit he must stand severe fights. Look
at the list of successful andl unsuccessful candidates in these
large pollinig charities, and it is palpable that the cause of de-
servi]ng poverty is often trampled under foot by the more noisy
and friend-makinLg claimants. J. T.

ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRUPUGICAL SOCIETY.
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8TH, 1857.

Sin C. LococK, Bart., MI.D., President, in the Chair.
A CONTRIBIUTION TO THE SCIENCE OF TERATOLOGY.

BY HENRY B. SILVESTER, B.A., M.D.LOND.
TrE congenital deformity existed in both upper extremities.
In thie right arm, the radius was enitirely absent. The upper
part of the ulna and the lower extremity of the humerus were
modifiedl to comrnpensate for the deAcieney. The defectivo patrts
in the Iland were the scaphoid, trapezius, and the metacarpal
bone and phialanges of the thumb. The pronators, supitiators,
flexors, and extensors of the radial side of the carpus and of
the thumb were absent. The flexors and extensors in the
middle of the armn were abnormal, but those on the iulnar side
were normal. The hand was fixed in a prone position, and
flexed to suchi ani extenit that the radial side of the index-finger
lay a(djacent to the radial side of the forearm. The left arm
was rmiore deformed. The scapula was well formed, except
that the glenoid cavity presented the form of a hemispherical

eminence. Little more than the lower extremity of the hu-
merus existed, and a small cartilaginous nodule represented
the radius. The carpus presented only the pisiformn, cunei-
formi, and unciform; the metacarpus the three inner bonies.
The little and ring fingers were persistent. The soft parts of
both arms presented many interesting peculiarities, and were
described in detail.
The followinig were amongst the conclusions drawn firom

the facts contained in the paper. A Law of Compensation
prevails during the growth of the body in monsters-a certain
tendency to render the parls as nearly normal as possible, and
to make up by excessive formation for the defective develop-
ment of an adjoining part. This principle may be slhown
equally to exist in the animal and vegetable kingdoms. Ther
leading shoot of a plant being cut off, its place is supplied by
the development of an a(djacenit lateral branch In thte sarnae
way, when the carpels of fruits are irregularly developed, the
defect is remedied by the excessive growth of a correspoilding
portion. In the animal kingdom, an example nmay be taken
fromn the subject present. The outer part of the great siginoicl
cavity of the ulna is rendered larger than usual by projecting
forwards and outwards. It is concave, and the concavity is
directed upwards and outwards, and it becornes exactly adapted.
to the capitellum of the humerus, or that part wlhice usually
articulates witlh the head of the radius. In this way, the in-
tegrity of the elbow-joint is to a certain extent maintained, not-
withstanding the entire absence of the radiuLs. In the right
arm, the median artery, wllich is usually a small branch of the
interossepus artery accompanying the medium rnerve, compen-
sates for the deficiencies of the ulnar airtery by giving off' digital
branches, anid completiDg the superficial palmar archl. In the
ri,ht arm, a branch of the interosseous nerve fronm the median
trunk comipensates for the abselnce of the radial nierve, and
supplies digital branches on the back of the hand for those
fingers which are usually suipplied by the radial. The arrest
of development or defective condition of the radius, which
appears to be the rule in congenital malfornmations of the
burnan forearm, is Inot the norrmal state in brutes. The ulna
is the bone which in them'i is atroplhied. In the horse or ox,,.
the ulna is retained only in so lar as it is requited to strengthien
the radius, make the joint of the elboow secure, anid give advan-
tageous attaclhnment to certain miluscles ; it form-s what in
human anatonmy would be called a process of that bone. The
hand is maintained in its proper position by the radius. When
the raclius is defective in lenigtll, or absent, or too long, the
posture of the hand is abnornmal.
The paper concluded as follows:-It having been proved

that the malformation of the germ owves its origin to something
connected with our peculiar mnode of existence, atnd if, as I have
endeavoured to show, the tendency of tl-he laws regulating the
formation of the body is to renider the parts as niearly normal,
an(d the body as capable of life and existence as possible, it
can scarcely be said that monstrosities " offer an apparenit ex-
ceptioni to the inferences which have been drawn firom the
animal kingdom in general concernina some attributes of the
Creating Power", a theory whiich has been advocated by an
eminent physiologist.

ON THE HISTOLOGY OF THE SUPRARENAL CAPSULES.
BY G. IIARLEY, M.D.

The author began by pointing out that the suprarenal cap-
sules could not properly be said to diminish in proportionate
size anrd activity of function with advancing years. He placed
lupon the table several preparations of suprtarenial capsules,
taken from individuals of different ages, to prove that their de-
velopmnent proceeded at a certaini ratio after birth. He inore-
over stated that, as they ditd not become proportionally more
atrophied in old age than many of the other organs, it might
naturally be supposed that they had a certain function to per-
form in adult as well as in fmtal life. Dr. HARLEY then called
attention to the great variety of size and shape of the supra-
renal capsules throughout the vertebrata, and afterwards pro-
ceeded to point out the appearances presented to the nakecd
eye by healthy suprarenal capsules. He denied the existence
of any large cavity in the centre of the healthy human supra-
renal capsule, and said that when such was found it was the
result either of accidental rupture of thje medullary substance1
or as the effect of disease. He pointed out, however, the ex-
istence of a number of small sinuses in the centre of the organ.
Dr. Harley said that the cortical and medullary portions of the
suprarenal capsules, which are so different in colour, have
equally distinct microscopical characte?s. The former, which
constitutes the greater part of the organ, consists of a number
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sitions of that most embarrassing class of pelvic tumours,
which are not to be accounted for on ordinary and accepted
grounds, highly important and satisfactory. Those accustomed
like himself to the treatment of diseases of females, would feel
with him how much the obscurity and doubt attending investi-
gation of the pelvic tumour alluded to would be cleared awav
by the novel and excellent practical deductions in Dr. Savage's
paper.

Alr. CANTON said the course pursued by Dr. Savage was one
he delighted to see followed in all inquiries relatingf to the art
of medicine. First, there was a searching anatomical investi-
gation; secondly, rigorously practical and legitimate deduc-
tion; thirdly, the application of principles thus elicited to the
elucidation of disease. The reasons given for the more fre-
quent occurrence of " utero-ovarian" varicocele on the left side,
and mdema of the left limb, he quite agreed in. The functions
attribulted to the " bulb of the ovary"-indeed, that part of the
paper altogether-was new to him. As to the homologies
mentioned by Mr. Nunn between Dr. Savage's fibro-elastic
vaginal ring and the prostate, he felt sure that such analogies
applied with far greater propriety between the prostate and
uterus. Mr. Canton entered into some details in support of
this view, in contrast with that adopted by Mr. Nunn.
The PRESIDENT related a case of traumatic hbemorrhage

strikingly corroborative of Dr. Savage's account of the vascular
distribution in the female perineum, and observed that the
source of the extremely obstinate hmemorrhage from the small
punctured wound found a ready explanation in one of the
plates Dr. Savage had brought to illustrate his paper. As
regards the function Dr. Savage attributed to the bulb of the
ovary, admitting its originality, he was not disposed exactly to
concur in it. The Fallopian tube was muscular, and he thought
quite equal to the task generally assigned to it without the aid
of the erectile bulb. This was an opinion in no way to the dis-
paragement of the paper, which lhe considered a most valuable
one.

Dr. SAVAGE explained, that the paper was intended as an
anatomical exposition of certain diseases of females depending
un the venous peculiarities of the female pelvis, and, therefore,
he would rapidly pass over the subject of homologies, highly
interesting as he knew they were, since their discussion was
foreign to the object of the paper. Mr. Nunn had mentioned
Kobelt's previous description of the bulb of the vaaina; but
this body was known and described two hundred years ago.
He (Dr. Savage) had brought it with the other venous bodies,
not before described, into what he ventured to call the erectile
system of the female. He had freely entered into his reasons
for regarding such tumours as pelvic hematoceles, pelvic vari-
coceles, labial tbrombus, and certain forms of perineal haema-
toceles, leading to inflammation of the adventitious cyst, and
a form of menorrhagia-draining menorrhagia-as connected
with the venous and erectile pelvic system of the female; and
he was much pleased to find others so entirely agreed with
him on those points. The President seemed to undervalue the
utility of the ovarian belt, which he said he thought was not
wanted for the purpose named in the paper. But there it was,
and what other fuinction could be given to it? The President
had also said that the figure-of-8 arrangement of fibres of con-
tinuation between the constrictor vaginoe and sphincter of the
rectum was seen only in old books of anatomy. It was pre-
cisely in this that the old books were correct. The drawings
then in the room were exactly copied from Nature, and showed
the same thing. The action of the muscle was the most in-
teresting point to surgeons, and this afforded additional reasons
for comparing it with the muscles of the bulb in the male.

SACCHARINE DIET IN DIABETES.
LETTER FROM THOMAS WILLIAMS, M.D.

SIR,-My attention has been called, by a mutual friend of
Dr. Budd and myself, to certain points in the original paper of
'Dr. Budd on the proposed use of sugar in diabetes.
At the moment when I drew up the short paper which

sppeared in the last number of your JOURNAL, I had not the
opportunity of reperusing Dr. Budd's observations; I therefore
drew upon what I believed to be correct impressions. On re-
ferring again to his communication, I find that his proposal
refers to cane-sugar, excluding every article of diet which con-

tains starch in any of its forms, or such principles as are
capable of being converted into glucose- or diabetic sugar.
Although the facts stated in my last communication are of
great value, without reference to theory, I am most anxious to
repair the injury which I have, bynmy misconception, done to
Dr. Budd; and promise, in a short time, to publish the results
arrived at by the exclusive use of cane-sugar.

I am, etc., THoMAs WILLIAMS.
Swansea, December, 1857.

SPLINTS IN RESECTION OF THE KNEE-JOINT.
SiR,-I feel it a duty incumbent on us all, as members of an

honourable profession, to expose and hold up to well merited
contempt those members of it who endeavour systematically to
make or improve their position by a detraction of their neigh-
bours. I also feel it a kindness we owe to a friend to remind
him of his duty when we see him appropriating to himself the
merit of an invention which belongs to another, especially
when, as in the present case, his well known modesty of
character assures us that thoughtlessness alone can have
allowed the merit due to a friend to be in every way unre.
cognised.
The case to which I allude is that of Mr. P. C. Price, whose

communications on excision of the knee-joint, with its after.
treatmenit, have at various times appeared in the medical
journals. He recommends the use of a peculiar splint, and
enters so fully into its merits that, in his enthusiasm for the
apparatus, he forgets its inventor. I will endeavour to supply
the omission.

In the winter session of 1855-56, Mr. George Parkinson,
now of Grosvenor Street, then house-surgeon to King's College
Hospital, invented, and used with marked success, the splint
in question. Mr. Price, a friend of Mr. Parkinson, was known
at that time to express those opinions of it which usually fall
at first to the lot of new contrivances. However, seeing after.
wards its great practical utility, Mr. Price, who was a well
known advocate among his contemporaries at King's College
Hospital of the practical versus the scientific surgeon, adopted
the splint, and, from his description and advocacy of it, gave
an impression, which I know he will feel obliged to me for re-
moving, that he, and not Mr. Parkinson, was the inventor of
this apparatus, to the great practical utility of which I can add
the testimony of personal experience. I am, etc.,

AN ASSOCIATE OF KING'S COLLEGE, LONDON.
December 29th, 1857.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, DEATHS, AND
APPOINTMENTS.

In these lists, an asterisk is prefixed to the names of Members of the
Association.

BIRTHS.
CADDY. On December 27th, 1857, at Abbey Farm Lodge,
Hampstead, the wife of Dr. Caddy, R.N., of a son.

CLAREMONT. On December 28th, 1857, at 1, Thorney Place,
Camden Town, the wife of C. C. Claremont, Esq., Surgeon,
of a son.

M'CULLOCH. On December 17th, at Heathland Lodge, Hamp.
stead, the wife of George M'Culloch, M.D., of a daughter.

RICHARDSON. On December 26th, at 12, Hinde Street, Man-
chester Square, the wife of *Benjamin W. Richardson, M.D.,
of a son, stillborn.

SHAW. On December 22nd, at 25, Henrietta Street, Caven-
dish Square, the wife of Alexander Shaw, Esq., Surgeon,
of a son.

MARRIAGES.
DICK-BLAIKEY. DICK, Robert, M.D., to Hannah, eldest

daughter of W. Blakey, Esq., of Rochester, at St. Barnabas,
Kensington, on December 23rd.

FRANZ-ATKINSON. FRANZ, John C. A., M.D., of Brighton, to
Caroline, eldest daughter of the late James Atkinson, Esq.,
of Russell Square, at Trinity Church, Westbourne Terrace,
on December 23rd.
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DEATHS. results. The single case of small-pox, mentioned above, oc-curred to a dressmaker, aged 37, at 4, Devonshire-street, Christ-
Bixer, James, Esq., Surgeon, at Staines, aged 56, on Decem- church, Marylebone, in which house three cases, though not
BEr 2n, 7

o H
. all terminating fatally, have occurred recently. A figure-maker

formerl Inspetor fhe althetorthe FechmAr a.nd died of painter's colic and hoemorrhage. Of four nonagenarians,
f s t d. , . three men and a woman, who died in the week, the oldest was

The cause of M. Baudens' death is stated to have been a 4 years of age, and died in the Workhouse, Borough-road.disease contracted during the performance of his duties inln
the Crimea, during the war with Russia. Last week the births of 769 boys and 730 girls, in all 1499

B3RYANT. On December 19th, at Suffolk Villa, near Clifton, children, were registered in London. In the ten correspond-
Rebecca, wife of John Berry Bryant, Esq., Surgeon to the ing weeks of the years 1847-56 the average number was 1410.
4th Middlesex Regiment. At the Royal Observatory, Greenwich, the mean height of

HAWES, William H. B., Esq., Surgeon, on December 16th. the barometer in the week was 30-083 in. The mean daily
LODGE. On December 26th, aged 8 years, of scarlet fever, reading was above 30 in. on the last five days. The highest

Aneulin Thomas, only son of *Llewelyn Lodge, Esq., Sur- reading occurred on Thursday, and was 30-30 in. The mean
geon, St. Asaph, Flintshire. temperature of the week was 47]0, which is 9-6° above the

SHAw. On December 28th, at Henrietta Street, Cavendish average of the same week in 43 years (as determined by Mr.
Square, Alexander John, infant son of Alexander Shaw, Glaisher). The mean daily temperature was above the average
Esq., Surgeon. throughout the week, and on Monday and three following days

WARD. On December 14th, at 14, Clapham Rise, aged 66, the excess was from 100 to 140. The greatest daily range of
Charlotte Elizabeth, wife of N. B. Ward, Esq. temperature occurred on Sunday (the 20th), and was 17.80;

_______ ,the least on Thursday, when it was 5-5°. The mean daily
APPOINTMENTS. range of the week was 10.40. The difference between themean air temperature and mean dew point temperature was*RICHARDSON, Be11jamin W., M.D., elected a Honorary Mem- 3.60. The mean temperature of the water of the Thames was

ber of the Literary and Philosophical Society of St. An- 46.60. The mean degree of humidity of the air was 86,
drews, and a Corresponding Member of the Society for complete saturation being represented by 100. The humidity
Scientific Medicine in Berlin. fell from 93 on Sunday to 78 on Wednesday. The wind blew

from a south-westerly point. Rain fell to the amount of 0'10
PASS LISTS. in. on Sunday; none was measured during the rest of the week.

ArOTHECARIES' HALL. Members admitted on Thursday, Wednesday was very warm for the season, anid on Christmas
December 24th, 1857: ' day the weather was unusually fine.

BRUNTON, William Riddell, East Indies
DIVER, Thomas, Hampstead
EDMONDS, Shirley, Woolmer SALE OF POISONS BY CHILDREN.
EDWARDS, William Watkin, Keston AT the Thames Police Office, on Monday last, James Thomas
HARRISON, John, Gibraltar Worley, a shoemaker, aged 24 years, residing at No. 92, Fore-
KEENE, Alfred William, Guildford, Surrey street, Cripplegate, was charged with attempting to commit
PAGE, Edward Arthur, Bedworth, Warwick self-destruction by swallowing a quantity of oxalic acid.
PARKINSON, George, Grosvenor Street George Ifield, a police constable, No. 158 K, stated that on
UTERNARCK, George, Guernsey Saturday evening, at half-past 8 o'clock, he was called to the
WHITE, George Farr, Park Terrace, Regent's Park prisoner, who was in Bull lane, Stepney, supported by a young

man, and apparently in great pain. He took a paper from the
HEALTH OF LONDON: -WEEK ENDING prisoner's hand, on which were printed tlhe words *'oxalic acid-

DECEMBER 26TH, 1857. poison." He took the prisoner to the surgery of Mr. Orton, in
mthe Begi8trar-General'8 Report.] White Horse-street, Stepney, who gave him an antidote, and

[From thc ReGistrar-Gcncrat's Report.] the prisoner was then removed to Mile-end Old Town Work.
THE deaths registered in London, which in the previous week house, where he had since remained under medical treatment.
were 1234, declined in the week that ended last Saturday When he first took the prisoner into custody he admitted that
(December 26th) to 1013. In the ten years 1847-56 the he had swallowed poison, and said he boped it would kill him.
average number of deaths in the weeks corresponding with Mr. SELFE. Who supplied him with the poison?
last week was 1227. But as the deaths of last week occurred Ifield replied that a boy nine years of age bought the poison
in an increased popuilation, the average with a view to com- of another boy of the same age.
parison, must be raised proportionally to the increase, in Mr. SELFE. Children dealing in poison ! How is that?
which case it will become 1350. Hence it appears that the Edmund John Cross, a boy aged nine years, stated that he
public health was so far improved, that the deaths were less went by the direction of the prisoner to the shop of Mr.
by about 300 than the number which the average rate of mor- Hutchins, cbemist, in the Old-road, Stepney, on Saturday, for
tality at the close of the year would have produced. a pennyworth ofoxalic acid. A boy served him with it.
The deaths caused by diseases of the organs of respiration Mr. SELFE. Did the boy ask you what it was for?

were last week 246, whilst the average corrected for increase Witness. Yes, sir, and I told him it was to stain boots.
of population is 271. The decrease in the numbers assigned He gave it to me over the counter. The prisoner is my
to this general head (which does not include phthisis) is cousin.
shown by the results of the last four weeks, which were suc- Mr. SELFE. Did you see the prisoner dissolve the oxalic
cessively 415, 3:36, 298, and 246. Considerably more than half acid in water, and swallow it?
of these 246 deaths arose from bronchitis, which carried off Witness. I saw him "scrunch it", and then put it in his
140 persons, of whom 55 were 60 years old and upwards. The mouth in small pieces and swallow it.
fatal cases of pneumonia (inflammation of the lungs) were, George Foster, a boy about the same age as last witness,
last week, 83, which is decidedly below the corrected average said that he sold the poison, and he said it was to finish off
for corresponding weeks. Of this number 57 occurred to boots. He knew the boy Cross before, and he had come to
children during the first two years of life. Of persons who him with a bad arm.
died from phthisis in the last two weeks the numbers were Mr. SELFE. You had better not sell poisons to any one
161 and 115. Of deaths arising from zymotic complaints, again. Does your master allow you to sell poisons and to
only one is referred to small-pox, 30 (which is much less than prescribe for persons with bad arms ?
usual) to typhus and common fever, the same number to Witness. Not as I knows of, sir.
scarlatina, 37 to hoopinig-cough, 9 to croup, 41 to measles. Mr. SELFE. Don't you sell poisons again.
Seventeen, or nearly half of the deaths from measles, occurred Mr. Hutchins, the master of the boy Foster, said he did not
in the Eastern division of the metropolis; 4 in the sub-dis- allow him to sell medicines of any description, or to prescribe
trict of St. Paul (St. George-in-the-East), 4 in Mile-end Old for patients at any time. [Laughter.]
Towvn, t3 in Poplar. The Registrar of St. Mary in St. George- Mr. SELFE. A boy not ten years of age ought not to be
in-the-East registered 2 deaths from measles at Nos. 1 and 2 allowed to be in a shop where there are poisons.
S3arah's-place; and he adds that eight deaths from this disease Mr. Hutchins. It was very Wrong in the boy to sell oxalic
have occurred within a short period in the neighbourhood, and acid or anything. He did it early in the morning, before I
that many other severe cases have occurred though without fatal came down stairs.
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Mr. SELFE. I hope youi will not allow him to sell anything
again in the shop. I repeat it is not safe for him to sell any-
thinig where there are poisons.

Mr. Hutchins. I will take care nothing of the kind occurs
again. The prisoner did not take enough to destroy life. He
took about a drachm, and he vomited directly, which saved
him.

Mr. SELFE, remarked that the prisoner could be committed
for trial and severely punished for attempting the crime of
self-murder; but in consideration of the punishment he had
already undergonie, his contrition, andIhis promise not to
renew the attempt, he would permit him to he discharged.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

POSTAGE OF M1ANUSCRIPT AND PRINTED MATTER.
Anly amount of manuscript or printed matter, singly or together, provided

it containis nothing in the form of a letter, is transinitted throtigh the post,
in packets open, at the ends, at the following rates: not exceeding 4 ounces,
one penny; above 4 and not exceedinig 8 ounces, twopetnce; above 8 ounces
and niot exceeding 1 pound, fourpence; for every additional half-pound or
under, tvopenice.
To CONTRIBUTORS. The Editor would feel glad if Members of the Asso.

ciation and others, would cooperate with him in establishing as a rule, that
in future no paper for publication shall exceed two pages of the Jonrnal in
length. If the writers of long communicationis knew as well as the Editor
does, that lenigthy papers always deter the reader from commencing them,
this great evil wotuld never arise. Brevity is the soul of medical writinig-
st;ll more than of wit.
ANONYmOUs CORRESPONDENTS should always enclose their names to the

Editor; niot for publicationi, but in tokeii of good faith. No attention can be
paid to communications not thus authenticated,
NOTICE.-DR. W'YNTER will feel obliged if the Associates will address

all Post Office Orders in payment of Subscriptionis, to the Publisher
Mr. THOMAS JohIN HONEYMAN, 87, Great Queen Street, Lincoln's Inni
Fields, London, \W. C., "Bloomsbury Branich"; and he would also feel
obliged by their sending all communications respecting the non-receipt of
the Journial, to the same address; as both these matters are out of the
province of the Editor.

Communications have been received from: -DR. T. WILLIAMS; DR.
SOUTHAM; MR. SOUTHEAM; DR. HUMPHRY SANDWIT11; MR. J. H. HOUGHTON;
DRi. DAY; DR. HAYES JACKSON; MR. PEMBERTON; AIR. BoOTi EDDIsoN;
DR. C. W. GRAHAM; Ma. LL. LODGE; MR. T. P. SMITH; DR. P. H.
WILLIAsIS; AIR. 0. PEMBERTON; DR. H. VERNON; DR. G. G. ROGEos;
and Dn. ButD.
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The objects of this Society are-
1st. To provide a safe and efficient medium by which the Medical Profes-

sion may secure more certain and regular payment for their services; with
every consideration for the conivenience of those who are willing, butunable
directly to discharge their liabilities; with rigour from those who are able,
but have niot the disposition to remunerate medical men.
2nd With the machinery necesssry for carrying out the foregoing purpose

to establish a means of privately negociiting the transfer of Practices and
Partnei ships.

3rd. A Register is kept for Assistanits and Pupils.
4th. To raise a Benevolent Fund by devoting to that object the profits

arising from the getneral operations of the Society.
IThe MAembers of this Society cousist of qiualitied Practitioners only. An-

nual Sutbscription, One G(uinea; a l:irm, consisting of two Partners, a
Guiniea and a half; a Firm of three Partners, Two Guineas. Fixed rates of
Commission are charged on buisiness transacted.

This day is published, price 3d., the Secouid Number of the

" carificator", containing among
other Originial Articles the following: " Murder by Poison."-" Need

of Suirgeons at Sea."-" Quackery."-" ])r. Wilsou's Gateways'."-' OurLondon Letter."-" Our Club-room", etc. etc.
WM. LOvE, Glasgow; and all Booksellers.

p epsine. The Liq. Pepsinie, as
used anid recommended by Dr. NELSON, can be had from MLessrs.W. & C. R. TITTERTON, 6, Snow Hill, Birminigham.

Now ready, Part III of

The Grasses of Great Britain.
Illustrated by JOHN E. SOWERPBY. Described by C. JOHNSON,Esq. To be complete in 30 Parts, at is.: uniform with " The 1"'erns of GreatBritain." The work will contain about 140 Co'oured Plates. Prospectusesmay be had through all Booksellers; or of the Publisher,

JOIHN E. SOWERBY, 3, Mead Place, Lambeth, S.

Sowerby's English Botany. Second
EDITION. Reduced 25 per cenit.

Twelve volumes, 2754 Plates, £20 cloth boards. Vols. I to VII, FloweringPlanits (1576 Plates), £1O : 10, cloth, boards.

owerby's Ferns of Great Britain.
49 Plates, cloth boards, full coloured, 27s.; partly coloured, 14s.; plain,Gs., with coloured Frontispiece.

owerby's Fern Allies.Flexiblo boards, 31 Plates, full coloured, 18s.; partly coloured, 9s.

ritish Poisonous Plants. By C.
JOHINSON, Esq. Flexible boards, crown 8vo, with 28 Plates. Fullcoloured, 7s.; plain, 5s.

JoH,,T E. SOWERBY, 3, Mead Place, Lambeth, S.

Dr. Caplin's Electro-Chemical Bath
ESTABLTSHMENT, 9, YORK PLACE, BAKER STREETPORTMAN SQUARE, for the extraction of Mercury, Lead, and other

Metallic,Poisonous,and Ex-
traneous Substances, which,
by their presence in the" 7. \ \ human body, impair the vitalI W§:a1!3;] ^ 1 \ functions, and produce, jn

/ \ ~~~~~~course of time, that e.xtendedL RO-GaE iC L range of chronic diseaseswhich have hitherto baffled~A'XIU every known resource of
the healing art; such as
Rheumatic Gout, Coniere.
tion in the Joinits, Paralysis,Sciatica, Neuralgia, General
Debility, Liver Complaint,

-LHeart Disease, Obesity,llMensual Irregularity, etc.,
etc. The process of cureis most comfortable, gene-
rally affording immediate
relief, and may in all cases

be tried without danger. For the scientific demonstration of its modusoperaudi, see

The Second Edition, Just Published, price Is., 8vo, of
DR. CAPLIN'S TREATISE on the ELECTRO-

CHEMICAL BATH, anid the relation of Electricity to the Phenomena ofLife, Health, and Disease.
London: W. FREEMAN, 69, Fleet Street; or of the Author, at his EclectioMedical Establishment, 9, York Place, Portman Square. Gratuitous Con.sultatious from Nine to Ten o'clock daily
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