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THE WEEK.
Wo do not remiiember to have seen the hardships of the me-
dical practitioner chronicled in verse by a British author. In
the feuilleton of L'Uniout MIdicale for July 24th, however, this
task has been undertaken by Dr. A. Corlieu, who, in a poem
addressed to the Emperor's physician, Dr. Conneau, has given
a very true poetical sketch of the various kinds of clharlatans.
Having been amused ourselves witlh Dr. Corlieu's effusion, we
think that it may be entertaining to some of our readers if we
quote a passage or two from this poetical sketch. The poet,
after speaking of the advertising aind some other quacks, thus
celebrates the votaries of homceopathy:-

"Voici venir ici, grave comme Hippocrate,
Tout habillI de noir, un sage homceopathe:
Les agents qu'il emploie, infiniment petits,
Ont avec votre mal des effets assortis.
Voulez-vous la sante? Rien ne vaut son globule;
D'un rem&de anodin la moindre particule
IProduit assurement entre ses doctes mains
Des effets merveilleux, des resultats certains.
Le plus hideux cancer, la plus grave colique,
Aucun mal ne resiste a sa vaste pratique."

Some more stanzas of a similar kind follow; and then the
heroism of army surgeons, and the neglect with which their
services meet, is celebrated

"Toi, qu'on a vu cent fois sur les champs de bataille,
Aifrontant les boulets, les balles, la mitraille,
Conservaint ton sang-froid dans l'ardeur des combats,
Donner (d'hal)iles soins aux valeureux soldats,
Braver commlle eux la mort sur la terre etrangere,
Quoi! l'on t'a refuse la poudre au cimetihre!
Et que recevras-tu pour finir tes vieux ans ?
Le rubau-quelquefois-avec quinze cent francs ....
Ah ! si du moins ici, dans un sincere 6loge,
Je pouvais buriner au long martyrologe
Les noms de ces heros, soldats du d6vouement,
Eselaves du devoir ... quel noble enseignement!
Pour vous rappeler tous il faudrait une page." . .

The rural practitioner is next brought on the scene, and his
necessary qualifications are thus simply and truly summed
up:-

"Pour suffire aux besoins de sa rude pratique,
I1 faut qu'il soit doue' d'un zMle hippocrtatique,
Qu'il soit en meme temps mMdecin, accoucheur,
Dentiste, pharmiiacien, adroit operateur.
'ayant d'autre desir que celui de bien faire
Que de fois il n'a su recevoir son salaire!
Pour toute alternative, il doit, pouir son prochain,
Succomber de fatigue ou bien mourir de faim."
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TIHE DIFFICULTIES ATTENDING TIIE STUDY OF EPIDEMIC
DISEASE. BY W. H. MIICHAEL, ESQ., SWANSEA.

rRead by J. 0. MCWILLIAM, M.D.]
MR. MICHAEL commenced by stating that two questions
appeared to require solution; viz.: 1. What are the causes
which determine the advent of disease in such large proportion
to the population of any district as to justify the title of epi-
demic visitation ? 2. Wlhat operates to check the progress, to
moderate the diffusion, and to cause the departure of such
visitation? Are these causes to be sought for in the air we
breathe, or in the food and water we ingest ? Do they depend
upon some subtle electrical phenomena, which depress vital
agency, and make the body prone to take on disease? Or is
there some telluric influence which reacts in a particular manner,
according to some definite but uncomprehended general laws,
predisposing to some particular disease, or some group of dis-

eases? Experience amply proved that such diseases as small-
pox, measles, hooping-cough, and scarlet fever, might not only
exist together in the same district or town, but they might also
be present in the same household and family, and, as the au-
thor believed, might coexist at the same time in one individual,
with short space between their advent; the heavier attack
frightening away, as it would appear, the lesser visitations of
disease. Other questions were: Has relative height of locality
any influence in procuring exemption from pestilences ? and, if
so, how are the exceptions to this to be explained away? and
what are the general laws which influence the velocity of
transmission of diseases to various parts of a district? Can
the germs of disease be communicated by food or water from
person to person? Is the contagiousness of disease an acci-
dental circumstance arising from the intensity of the poison, if
such exist? Are all diseases of an epidemic type more or less,
under differing circumstances, communicable by contact or in-
fection, as separated from some generally prevailing cause ?
Are foul smells in themselves capable of producing disease? or
is there of necessity, before such effects are seeni, the presence,
undetected by the senses, of some influence or emanation
separable from and independent of them? And is it not
possible to deodorise, without disinfecting any supposed cause
of disease ?
These and many other important quiestions had not yet re-

ceived that attention, and had directed to them that amount of
research, of an inductive character, which alone could solve de-
finitively these great problems of life and death. This re-
mained for the future. In the present, it was well rightly to
estimate the difficulties in the way of progress, and to make
sure the ground already gained; and, from the histories of epi-
demics possessed, to endeavour to deduce for guidance those
great general laws without the knowledge of which the position
could never be adequately mastered.

Mr. Michael proceeded to the exposition of the subject of
his paper by references to cases, and to statistical facts; and
concluded by suggesting that we might hope, by this well
directed inquiry, conducted in the true inductive spirit, to be
able eventually to discover the latent causes of all zymotic dis-
eases, and to trace to their true sources those scourges of the
apathy and crimes of mankind which lie concealed in cholera,
small-pox, scarlet fever, and the like. Great would be the
boon to bumanity, however ill our labours might be requited,
if we could but add one step to the ladder which shall reach
to that shrine in the temple of truLth where these problems
shall receive their solution, for the world's well-being and com-
parative freedom from suffering, disease, and death.
A discussion followed, in wlhich Dr. MIilroy, Dr. Mllurchison,

Dr. Greenhow, and Mr. Radcliffe, took part.

ADMISSION OF MEMBERS, AND PAYMENT OF
SUBSCRIPTIONS.

THE General Secretary of the British Medical Association
begs to call the attention of members to the Laws regarding
the ADMISSION of MEMBERS, and the PAYMENT of their SUB-
SCRIPTIONS.
"Admission of Me1bers. Any qualified medical practitioner,

not disqualified by any bye-law, who shall be recommended
as eligible by any three members, shall be admitted a member
at any time by the Committee of Council, or by the Council
of any Branch."

" Subscriptions. The subscription to the Association shall be
One Guinea annually; and each member, on paying his sub-
scription, shall be entitled to receive the publications of the
Association for the current year. The subscription shall date
from the 1st January in each year, and shall be considered as
due unless notice of withdrawal be given in writing to the
Secretary on or before the 25th of December previous."

Either of the following modes of payment may be adopted:-
1. Payment by Post-Office Order to the Treasurer (Sir C.

Hastings, M.D., Worcester), or to the undersigned.
2. Payment to the Secretary of the BraDchl to which the

member belongs.
3. Members residing in the Metropolis and vicinity can make

their payments through the publisher of the BRITISH MEDICAL
JouRNAL, Mr. Thomas John Honeyman, 37, Great Queen
Street, Lincoln's Inn Fields, W. C.

PHILIP H. WILLIAMS M.D., General Secretary.
Worcester, July 1858.
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obliged to ask them to put-" The healtlh of the Secretary and
Council of the British Medical Association," to whom they were
so largely indebted for all the happiness which they had
derived from the present series of meetings. [Applause.]

Dr. CONOiLY hoped the meetingYwould drink in a full bum-
per the health of their very distinguished Clhairman, to whom
they were under the greatest obligations not only for the en-
joyment whichl they had all received during the present even-
ing, but tliroughout their whole visit. [Loud cheers.] (The
toast (lrunk with entlhusiastic demonstrations.)
The CHAIRMIAN said lhe could only, for the second time, tlhank

them from hiis heart. He was very sorry to say that he had not
been able to pay all the attention to the meetings throughout
the day whlich he could have wished; and even in the evenings
he had found it impossible to get clear of his piofessional
business. They wvere all happy in having left their profes-
sionial engagements behind them, where their patients could
not get at them; but with himself it had happened, by one of
those unfortunate coincidences which sometimes occurred, that,
after having been comparatively an idle man for the whole of
the previous week, he had, durinig the tirst two days of the As-
soeiation's meetings, been overburdened with a crowd of profes-
sional engagements, wiich lhe found it impossible to get clear
of. [IIea-, hear.] He would now, in conclusion, propose the
toast with whicl, in Edinburglh, they generally wound up their
meetings-" Floreat res mnedica". [Applause.] They were all
at liberty to interpret that toast according to their ideas of
Latin translation. Some time ago, in a consultation, he met
with a practitioner from the island of Mull. Mull was a very
remarkable island; anld if even the British Association thought
of holding a maeeting in its capital, Tobermory, he had no doubt
that they would be most warmly received. [Laughter.] He
asked the old doctor, among other things, how business was
looking in Mull. "Ali, very bad," said he;,"the Hielanders
o' Mull are never ill buut onice in their lives, and then it is for a
very short time." [Laughter.] He was not very sure that the
members of the Associationl would wish medicine to flourish in
that way; liut he, had another translation of the toast at their
service, whiclh he well remembered Dr. Duncan, seniior, giving
when proposing the same toast at the close of a convivial miieet-
ing like the present. "Floreat res medica, which," said he,
" must be translated 'Long- life and ill health.'" [Great
lau!qhter.]

Tlle conilpany then adjourned.

RESUSCITATION OF PERSONS APPARENTLY
DROWNED OR DEAD.

LETTER Fnoi RoBERT L. BOWLEs, Esq.
SIR,-In your JOURN-AL of July 17th is an original communi-

catioln frolm Dr. Silvester, in which, amongst others, the Mar-
shall Hall metlhod of treating apncea is reviewed, but in so
partial a manner that I feel it but justice to the memory of Dr.
Alarshall I-lall to call the attention of your readers to the
subject.

In speaking of various plans of imitating respiration formerly
employed, it is stated that they essentially consisted in the
alternate comipression andl relaxation of the chest, and that the
Marshall Hall muethod involves precisely the same principles,
except that the compression is chiefly occasioned by the weight
of the body of the patient resting on the chest during the prone
-position; but that " the two methods of treatment are identical
in principle". From this it would appear that there is nothing
ori,,inal in the Marshall Hall method, but that it is an old
method wvitlh a new niame. The truth is, that in the review the
most important point of all is omitted from the Marshall Hall
method, and added to tlhe Silvester method instead. I allude
to the maniagemenit of the tonnue.
Whlen first Dr. Long Fox of Bristol, Mr. Hunter, and myself,

,undertook to assist Dr. TMarshall Hall in his investigation of
the subject of artificial respiration, our object simply was to
ascertaini the actual amount of air acted upon by conmpression
and relaxation of the chest. Nothing was then known of the
tongue being a cause of obstruction; so, as a matter of course,
we instituted our experiments with the patient recumbent.
WTe soon found that at one time we got no expiration, at
another no inspiration, at another no action at all. After much
careful inqquiry, we found that the, tongue falling back was the
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most frequent cause of our difficulty, but that fluiids or solids
from the stomach also acted as impediments. Upon this, Dr.
M. Hall requested us to pronate the subject, andl thien " lift the
chest from the table, and allow it to fall alternately", thereby
allowing the tongue to fall forwards, and fluid, if there were
any, to escape from the mouth.

This method, however, was not as successfLil as wve had ex-
pected; so, after the trial of various others, we found that; the
"postural" was the most ready, successful, anid certain in its
results.
From this it will be seen that the principle of compression

and relaxation alone is not, and was never pretenided to be,
original; it is only in conjunction with position and the manage-
ment of the tongue that Dr. M. Hall made any claim to it. I
am not aware that any one had attracted notice to tihis subject
before the publication of our report in October 1856; and I
think Dr. Silvester, when he first tried his own method on a
still-born clhild in September 1857, was not alive to its import-
ance; for, in the report of the case, he describes the child as
lying on its back, rno mention being made of the tongue.

In his last paper, Dr. Silvester states, that in the postural
method, when the patient is " rolled on his sidle anid a little
beyond", the tongue falls back, and " effectually prevents the
entrance of air into the lungs"; but this is contradicted by the
results of his own experiments, in alluding to wlhich he says,
"On turning the body on its side and a little beyond, the
column of fluid falls slowly to its former level, proving that the
air returned into the chest," etc., etc.
The lifeless tongue always gravitates to the lowest part, and

the position " on the side and (strictly) a little beyond" causes
it to fall diagonally across the cavity of the pharynx to the back
part of the lowest side. This I have seen in the palsied tongue
of a living body several times. But, more than this, Dr. Sil-
vester's experiments, our experiments, and the numerous well
authenticated cases of success of the Marshall Hall method,
carried out as directed, in almost every patt of the world, prove
to my mind that it is scarcely possible for the tongue, in the
position named, " effectually to prevent the entrance of air into
the lungs".
With regard to the amount of air respired in our experi-

ments, it is quite true that nearly as much air was respired as
in an ordina'y state of health.

I do not attempt to raise objections to Dr. Silvester's sug-
gested improvements on the Ready Mlethod; for, though they
appear rational etnough in theory, at present the fact is patent
to every one, that, according to his own experiments, only
about one cubic inch of air was respired, which must be utterly
inadequate as a substitute for ordinary respiration.

I am, etc., RIOBERT L. BOWLES.
Folkestone, July 20th, 1858.

V atdizaimtntarM ,IntJiitqenve
HOUSE OF LO1?DS.-Tiursday, July 29th, 1858.

VACCINATION (IrIELAND) BILL.
On the consideration of the Commons' reasons for disa-greeing with the Lords' amendments of this Bill, it wasresolved not to insist upon the amendments.

HOUSE OF COMIMONS-DTursday, July 29th, 1858.
PUBLIC HEALTH BILL.

On the question that the Lords' amendlments to this Bill beconsidered,
Mr. T. DUNCOINBE characterised the Bill as a bad measure,andL said that the Lords, by their amendments, had made itworse. He particularly objected to the amendiment whicih con-tinued the Bill for two years instead of one. He moved as anamendment that the Lords' amendments be considered thatday six weeks.
MIr. PALK concurred in what had fallen from the honourablemenmber for Finsbury, and observed that the adoption of theLords' amendment, continuing the Bill for two years, would bea violation of a pledge given in that House.
Mr. ADDE:.LEY intimated his intention not to ask the Houseto agree in that particular amendment of the Lords, as itmight be considered a violation of a pledge.
After some conveysation, in which Mr. Cox, Mr. Walpole,

Mr. William*, d Mr. Cowper, took part, Mr. Duncombe's
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amendment was withdrawn, and the House determined to dis-
agree with the Lords' amendment.
The remaining amendmeints were then considered and

agreedl to, and a Committee was appointed to draw up reasons
for disagreeing with one of the Lords' aluendcments, and to
confer witlh their Lordships on the subject.

LUNATICS (SCOTLAND) ACT AMENXDMENT BILL.
The Lords' amendments to this Bill were considered and

agreed to.
MIEDICAL PRACTITIONERS BILL.

On the consideration of the Lords' amendments to this Bill,
Mr. COWPER said the principal amendment introduced in the

House of Lords was a clause for the protection of homao-
pathists. IA laugh.] Recently, the officers of the University
of Aberdeen, in examining a candidate, asked whether, if he
obtained his degree, he was prepared utterly and solemnly to
renounce the practice of homteopathy. The candidate declined
to give such a pledge; and a clause had been introduced in the
other House providing that if any College of Physicians or
Surgeons, or any University, should impose any tests or con-
ditions upon any person who presented himself for examina-
tion, the Privy Council should be empowered to issue an order
restrictilmg the degrees or diplomas of such body from entitling
any person to be registered under this Act so long as those
conditions were maintained.
Lord ELCilO wished, before this Bill left this House, to say

that he thlought it on the whole a very liberal and just mea-
sure. The subject had now for tlhirty years been under the
consideration of Parliament, and if theylhad now succeeded
in passing a good Bill, hoe believedl it to be mainly owing to
the conciliatory spilit shown by the Home Secretary. [Heavr,
hear.]

Mlr. BRADY also wishedl to express his belief that the conduct
of the riglt honourable gentleman deserved the warmest thanks
of the profession, wlhich would remember with gratitude hiis
efforts to settle a quiestion that had puzzled successive states-
men for the last tlhirty y-ears. [Hear, 7hear.]
The Lords' amendmiients were then agreed to.

aIIRa¢tbas.
SEX FISH. A few days ago M1. Coste communicated a paper

to the Academy of Sciences, in wlich he stated that, with the
aid of the Minister of Public Works, he lhad been enabled to
create a kind of marine observatory at Concarneau (Finisttre)
for the purpose of studyirn the habits and instinct of various
sea fisli, A terrace has been formed on the top of a house on
the quay, with reservoirs arranged like a flight of steps. Thie
sea water is pumped up to the topmost reservoir, and tlhenice
flow's down slowlv, after the m-anner of a rivulet, 50 centinme-
tres in l)readth, along all the other reservoirs, wlich together
form a length of albont SO mtltres. This length is divide(d into
95 cells by wire-net partitions, wlhich, allowing free passage to
the water, y-et prevent the different species of fislh from
mingling together. By this conitrivance eac.h kiiid lives
separate. elnjoying its peculiar food and habits. Having de-
scribe(d this apparatus iI. Coste gave an account of the results
of his observations. Some species, such as the mullet, the
sticklleback, etc., grow perfectly tame, will follow the hand that
offers them food, and will even allow themselves to he taken
out of the water. The turbot swallows fish of a much larger
size thani would appear compatible with the apparent smallness
of its mouth. The pipe-fish form groups, entwining their
tails together, and remaining imnmovable in a vertical position,
vith their heads upwards. When food is offered them thev
turn rounid on their backs to receive it. This is owing to the
positioni of the mouth, which is placed under a kind of beak,
andl perpendicular to its axis. The crustaceous tribes have also
furniished muchl matter of observation.

HEALTII OF THE Tioops I?; INDIA. All over the Nortlh-
West the troops are being lhoused, and operations cease until
the fierce heat lhas a little abated. The sun has been more
deadly than the enerny. As if to try the endurance of English-
men to the utmost, the season has been such as has not been
known sinice 18;33. Those wlho know Bengal will understand
it when I say that on the 15th inst. one clergyman in Calcutta
buried 48 Englishmen, chiefly sailors. -lnfone ship the
captain, chief mnite, and 26 men had all apoplexy at once.

Nine mell from Fort William were buried one mornincg from
the same cause. Her Majesty's l1th, at Barrackpore, who are
nearly all unader cover, and wlho are imlost carefully looked after,
have 2(10 men unfit for dutv from immense boils. Colonel
Stratton, of Her Majesty's 77th, just arrivel from Australia,
marclied his men to Dumdnim, eight miles, with their stocks
on. An hour after he and hiis instructor in rifle practice were
both dead of apoplexv. All over tlhe country paragraph after
paragraph announces the deatlis of so rmany men at such a
place fromn apoplexy. Fortunately the rains are setting in,
and in a month it will be comparatively cool.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

POSTAGE OF MANUSCRIPT AND PRINTED MATTER.
Any amount of manuscript or printed matter, singly or together, provided

it contains inothing in the form of a letter, is tranismitted througis the post,
in packets opeu at thlc entds, at the followinig rates: lnot exceedinig 4 ounices,
one penniy; above 4 and not exceeding 8 ounices, twopence; above S ounces
and not exceeding 1 pouud, fourpenice; for every additional half-pound or
under, twopence.
NOTICE.-liR. WVYNTER will feel obliged if thse Associates will address

all Post Office Orders in paymenit of Subscriptions, to the Publisher,
Mr. THOMAS JOHN HONEYMAN, 37, Great Queen Street, Lincolnt's Inn
Fields, London, W. C., "Bloomsbury Brandsh"; and he would also feel
obliged by their sendinlg all comiimuniications respectinig the non-receipt of
the Journal, to the same address; as both these matters are out of the
province of the Editor.
Members should renmember that correctionis for the current week's JOURNAL

should not arrive later than Wednesday.
The Report of the Reading Branch, and other articles, are unavoidably

deferred.
ANONYMOUS CORRESPONDENTS should always enclose their names to the

Editor; not for publication, butin tokeii of good faith. No attenition can be
paid to commilunications Inot thus authenticated,
A LICENTIATE. Licentiates of the Edinburgh College of Sirgeons, aiid

of the Glasgow Faculty, are entitled utnder the inew act to register, anid to
recover charges for general professional attendance.

Ma. WOOD'S paper has been received: anld will appear at the first op-
portunity.

L. Mr. Our Associate will fintd, in the report of Professor Christison's
speech at the dinner, the particulars relative to the not very creditable
attempt of the Colleges to destroy the Aiedical Bill by the insertioni at the
latst moim-ienit of a clause by which their old exclusive privileges would have
been confirmiied. The profession have to be thatnlkfuil to the watchfuluess of
Members of this Association for the defeat of this attempt at the last
moment.

Com7nunications hare been received from: - DR. IV. P. ALISON; DR.
Cn11ISTISON; Ma[. CLENDON Mr. STONE;AN-TI-NOSToUMI; !Mu. F. E.
WILKINSON; DR. C. L. RoBaEuTSON; Dr.. SPENCER TH1OMSON; MrI. uoltN
THlOMPsSON; MR. SOUTHAM; MR.. S. WOOD; DR.. D. NELSON; DR. OCIER
ANARn;D M1. W. IIEATII; Mr.. G. C. P. MIUR:uY; M1R.. J. V. SOLO-MON;*R.
VINEN; )1.. H. L. WILLIAMS; MR. J. J. POPE; MR. T. HIOLMIES-; ibR. IT. C.
HueL; MTr.. GRIFFIN; DBR. PAX'I'ON; DR. MARIIAMl; MR. RANAL.D MARTIN;
Mr.it. s.TiP1ETTS; DR..J. R. NICIIOLSON; anid Mr.. IAY, JUN.

ADVERTISEMENTS.

foyal Medical Benevolent College.
(Inicorporated by Act of Pai liasmeint.)

.Notice is lhereby giveni that ani E_XTR1AOLDNANIINATY GENE1,RAL
MIE,ETING of the Goverinors of the Collegc vill be held at the Office in
Solio Square, oni Monday, the 23rd of Auigust, 1858, at Four o'clock precisely,
WhCen the followin- Resoluition will be brougrht forward:

That the inuniber of "ouiidatiosi Sclholars to he maintained bY-lie Col-
lege be inieretased, in May 1859, to Forty; alnd that the 2nld Bye-Law bo
altered accordingly."

By order of the Cotuncil,
1ROJIERT FREEMAlN, Secretary.
IILlEBlERT WILlIAMS, Assistant-Secretary.

Ofl.ce, 37, Soho Square, Lonldoni, August 5th, isIS.

pr. James's Fever Powder.-This
celebrated medicisie, when geiiuinie, is found by experience to be

mllole milld and certaini in its effects thani aniy otlher Preparationi. Its efficacy
is miiost certain wlheni freely giveni oii the attack of lFEVER, MEASLES,
SO1'E TI-IllROAT, recent Cold with Cough, and other Inflammatory Dis-
orders. In RHtIEUJMATISMRald Chronic Complaints it has performed the
most extraordinary Cures when used with perseverance. Br. James's
Powder is still prepared by Mlessrs. NEWIlERY FROIM THE ONLY COPY
01 'TIHE PROCESS LIFT BY BDR. JAMEII.S IN IIIS OWN ItAND-
WRITING. Observe the name-" F. NEWBERY, 45, St. Paul's Chuirch Yard"'
London--eiigraved oil the Governimenit Stamnp. ['rice for ])ispensing, 9s.
per ounlce. Also in i'ackets at 2s. 9d. Lst'iblislied A.n. 17413.

Bass's East India Pale Ale,
AND

BARCLAY'S PORTER AND STOUT,
Aplwaysin good conditionl, Eiglhteen Galloni Casks, Bottles, Ihalf-bottles, an,d

- Imperial Pints.
BERRY, BROS., and Co., 3, St. James's Street, London, S.W.
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