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and other business matters, should be addressed to the Manager,
at the Journal Office, 1614, Strand,London, and not to the Editor.

Mgr. TENNVSON AND THE DOCTORS.

UNDER ’tlns head, ‘‘Penelope”, whose excellent letter we quoted recently from the
ladies’ column of the Bolton Weekly Fournal, has issued a reply to various cor-
respondents, which will be read. witfmynot less interest than her first letter.

e ‘“To the Editor of the Fournal.

Sir,—A strange and unwarrantable interpretation has been persistently put
upon the observations I made in your Journal a few weeks ago on Mr. Tennyson’s
new poem, the ‘‘Children’s Hospital”, by a in set of impulsive p 5, because
I strongly object to the picture there drawn of a surgeon, and assert that it is not
fair to allow such a portrait to be considered a typical one of a class, as it undoubt-
edly is, and will be, by most readers. I have never written one word which can
be construed in a vindication of, or in sympathy with, vivisection; and yet I am
accused of sympathising with vivisection and all sorts of cruelties, and am actually
requested to argue this vexed question in your columns. Now, I feel myself as
incapable of doing this as I should like the hot-headed railers at men of science to
confess themselves to be. Neither I nor they possess sufficient knowledge of what
is required to canfirm a great physiological experiment to-enable us to pronounce
an opinion. Where we are ignorant, let us be silent. I know very many medical
men— many surgeons and physicians to hospitals—andI gladly bear testimony to
their kindness, gentleness, patience, and reverence in the performance of their
work. ITamata loss to imagine where Mr. Tennyson found his model. There
may be a man in the profession answering to his description; I never saw him, and
I think it wrong and unfair that such a picture should be allowed to go forth
amongst the ignorant as that of a_typical hospital doctor. Mr. Tennyson should
have named his man if he be not intended for one:of a class. It is very unlikely
that the majority of practising-surgeons ever performed or witnessed an experiment
on a living animal ; they do but take advantage of such knowledge as that which
was arrived at by the great John Hunter, who tied the arteries in a stag’s antler,
and thereby disGovered the possibility of curing a certain form of aneurism in a
human being, a disease entailing long months of agony, ending only in death, and
considered to be utterl){ incurable till this carefully performed experiment showed
a way of escape, to-which many since John Hunter’s time owe their lives. Vet,
whether the modern surgeon be responsible for his own experiments, or whether
he do but avail h If of the conclusions of others, is not to the point of my letter.
I would, as far as I am able to do so, vindicate the character of a body of men
whom I value and respect. I am content to leave the question of how their-educa-
tion shall be conducted in their own hands. I believe the men who decide on these
matters, know far better what is required than either I or Mr. Tennyson, or any. of
my critics, can tell them; and I also believe them'to be as humane and earnest,
and as unwilling to commit a cruelty or a wrong as any one of their revilers. Men
who spare not themselves in the search for truth ; whose tenderness and kindness
are proverbial; whose own lives are freely given to save those of others, in whom
danger, greater than that of the soldier on the battle-field, creates no dismay in
the discharge of their holy and noble calling ; may surely be trusted to do what
is right, by those who know nothing whatever of their studies or their work. How-
ever much my nature may shrink from the idea of inflicting or witnessing pain in
any creature, I am willing to trust where I cannot understand ; but, where I find
goodness, to ]J.GIIEVC others as averse to cruelty as myself, and not to allow the
outcry of thelxgnorant. and uninformed to undermine my faith in humanity as I
know it to exist. Until to-day, I was not aware that Mr. Tennyson is related to
the treasurer of Guy’s Hospital, whose doings in_the nursing department of that
noble old charity have lately caused so much public discussion. This fact may
account for the animeus of portions of the poem in question. It seems to me that
the improved education, both of men and women, in the present day, tends greatly
to the increase of conceit, and that we are proving how dangerous is a *‘little
kr.xowl’edge . Ignora.nt-mep and sentimental women now enter the lists to argue
with.and to decry the practice of men whose whole lives have been devoted to par-
ticular and special research. Let such persons go through the same training, and
devote years to the study of facts and phenomena of which they are now entirely
ignorant, before they venture to criticise and denounce what they ought reverently
to respect, if they cannot understand. Itis in this attitude that I feel myself on
this vexed and painful question.—I am, sir, faithfully yours, PENELOPE.—London,
Jan. 18th, 1881.”

. Tue FEvER AT TANDRAGEE.

Sir,—I would feel obliged if you would kindly find room for this correction of an
error in my letter a})out the fever at Tandragee which appeared in your last issue.
The sentence, ““Nine deaths had occurred in the Union Hospital”, should have
been ‘‘ N ine deaths had occurred, oxe of these taking place in the Union Hospital,
Banbridge”.—Yours, etc.,

Epyonp SuackLeToy, L.K.Q.C.P.I,, & L.R.C.S.I.
Tandragee, January 3oth, 1881.

L. ““RECTIFICATION”,

SIR,—One evening in the early part of the present week, a gentlemanly man .about
fifty-five years of age, above the average height, with grey hair and beard, called
upon me, and requested that I should visit a young gentleman at South Kensington,
apd report upon his state of health, as he was desirous of borrowing money upon
his life-policy. On expressing my willingness to take a trip over to South Ken-
sington, my visitor promised to call again on the following day at 5.30,and furnish
me with “full details”. He then withdrew from his trousers’ pocket about a
sovereign in silver coin, which he proceeded to count ; this done, my visiter stated
that, owing to his detention at the Court of Exchequer that day, he had been pre-
vented from ““ getting up to Coutts’”, and; that it wouild be a great accommodation
to him if I would lend him five shillings, which he would ““rectify” the next evening.
iilceu 225& however, up to the present time, failed to “rectify” the little debt he had

I write this with 2 hope that it may be.a means of warning members of the
medical profession against this man.—Yours obediently, J. FFRENCH BLAKE.
1, Princes Street, Storey’s Gate, S.W., January 29th, 1881, ’

STAMMERING.

Sir,—I am anxious to obtain information on the above subject. Is there any work
giving a system by which it can be cured or relieved? I have a patient (an intel-
ligent bog whose parents are willing to give any amount of attention to the carry-
ing out of any system by which the defect ma: be remedied; but circumstances
will not permit of his going into any institution from home.—I am, etc.,

Liverpool, January 27th, 1881. A. H. F. CAMERON.

S INHALATION OF BENZOATE OF SoDA IN PHTHISIS.

Sir,—Could you or any of your readers oblige me with the information as to the best
mode of inhaling benzoate of soda in the treatment of consumption? It is a German
discovery.—I am, yours truly, RoOBERT BIRD WILKINS.

Castlehold, Newport, Isle of Wight, Jan. soth, 1881. .

* * Its use by inhalation was recommended by Klebs and Rokitansky (2'1¢t'e.]ead-
ing article in BriTISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of January 3rd, 1880, p. 23); but it has
not been successful in Germany or elsewhere.

DR. STAINTHORPE.—A treatise on Cottage Hospitals, giving details of construction,
cost, etc., by Mr. H, Burdett, is published by Messrs. Churchill and Co.

CHILBLAINS,

Sir,—Will you allow me to call the attention of the readers of the BRITISH MEDICAL
JoURNAL to the admirable effects which *‘anodyne amyl colloid” (Ferris and Co.)
has in allaying the irritation of chilblains. After being.exposed to the cold and
snow for several hours, I suffered intensely from the irritation of chilblains on my
feet. I applied the anodyne, and the relief was instantaneous. 1 have since tried

it on several patients, and in each case the result has been the same.,—Yours, etc.,
W. J. H. Lusn, M.D., F.R.C.P.E.
Fyfield, near Andover, January 24th, 1881,
TraPs FOR COUNTRY PRACTITIONERS. . .
Str,—For several months past 1 have been using a *“Sanspareil Gig", built by Har-
rison and Brass of Elgin. The body of this gig rests upon two springs laced trans-
versely; the front spring being immediately under the fect stops all knee-action;
-and the back, which is situated under the body of the trap, is so ponstructgd as to
avoid the jolting caused by passing over uneven surfaces. This is the easiest and
lightest trap I have ever ridden in ; and for long journeys is less fatiguing to man
and horse than most. The only drawback to it is the fault appertaining to most
gigs—the egress. It is very elegantly and strongly built.—I am, sir, youri Ifziglth-

fully,
Oxfordshire.
DR. Wat. SmyTH.—T'0 what solution does our correspondent refer?

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been received from :—

M;. Vincent Jackson, Welverhampton; Dr. C. R. Francis, London; Dr. Dell
Fletcher, Leamington ; Mr. W. Fuller, London ; Dr. Crickton Browne, London;
M.B.; Dr. Thomas Thursfield, Leamington; Mr. E. W. Wallis, London ; Mr.
H. A. Latimer, Swansea; Experimentia Docet ; Dr. J. W. Cook, Mamningtree ;
Dr. W. A. Satchell, Tunbridge Wells; Dr. James Lyon, Glasgow ; Dr. S. Dyer,
Ringwood ; Dr. G. H. De Wolfe, Dore ; Mr. Shirley F. Murphy, London ; Mr.
Richard Jeffreys, Totnes; Messrs. Stodder and Co.; Mr. E. G. Peck, Lon-
don’; Mr. F. Reed, St. Leonard’s-on-Sea; Mr. M. R. J. Behrendt, Doncaster ;
Dr. S. Rees Phillips, Exeter; Mr. M. Cameron, Liverpool; Mr. W. Y. Martin,
Walkden ; Mr. Francis Toulmin, Upper Clapton ; Mr. Lawrence Hamilton, Lon-
don; Dr. Stainthorpe, Hexham ; Dr. Charles Mercier, Leavesden Asylum; Mr.
C. S. Lock, London; Professor Haughton, Dublin; Mr. G. Eastes, London ;
Mr. Arthur H. Benson, Dublin; Our Edinburgh Correspondent ; Dr. J. Rogers,
London ; Mr. Marion Sole, Devonport ; Our Glasgow Correspondent ; Dr. J. W.
Allen, Glasgow ; Dr. W. Smyth, Banbridge ; Dr. R. C. Smith, Ardwick ; Mr. C.
Roberts, London; Dr. J. H. Hay, Alloa; Dr. F. Partridge, Stroud; Mr. G.
Cartland, Windsor ; Mr. T. Sympson, Lincoln ; Dr. W. Macewen, Glasgow ; Mr.
J. Branson, Rotherham ; Mr. A. Cooper, London; Dr. F. Milford, New South
Wales; Our Dublin Correspondent ; Dr. Boerner, Berlin; Mr. M. F. Bury,
Barnet; Mr. W. Webster Hoare, Tadcaster ; Dr. E. Markham Skerritt, Clifton ;
Mr. R. Bird Williams, Newport ; Mr. G. H. Darwin, Manchester ; Mr. J. F.
Blade, London; Dr. C. E. Shelly, Hertford; Dr. W. H. Broadbent, London ;
Dr. Graham Browne, Edinburgh; Dr. A. Ogston, Aberdeen; L. E. X} Dr.
Sutherland, London; Mr. James Hinds, Halstead; Inquirer, ‘Wandsworth ;
.Squire, Fox, and Co., London; Dr. J. Ingleby Mackenzie, London ; etc.
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MALCOLM MORRIS ON SKIN DISEASES.
Now ready, with Illustrations, crown Evo, 7s. 6d.
. o e . .
Skm Diseases: including their
Definitions, Symptoms, Diagnosis, Prognosis,
Morbid Anatomy, and Treatment ; a Manual for Students
aud Practitioners.

. By MALCOLM MORRIS, F.R.C.8.Edin.,
Joint Lecturer on Dermatology, St. Mary's Hospital

Medical School; and formerly Clinical Assistant, Hos-

pital for Diseases of the Skin, Blackfriars.

*“The book is clearly and concisely written, and the
subject handled in a way ¢ lculated to be readily intelli.
gible 1o students.”—Twux LaNceT.

“Itis an extremely skilful and intelligent condensa-
tion of the essentials of dermatology; and it shows
throughout the marks of careful observation, as well as
well-grounded scientific study. ‘The arrangement is
systematic, the style clear, and the matter accurate.
The manual possesses therefore all the essentials of
sound instruction, and is likely to lead to satisfactory
practice on the part of those who rely on it for their
guidance."—DritisH Mepicat JourNat.,

London: SmitH, ELbER, & Co., 15, Waterloo Place.

n the Immediate Treatment
of STRICTURE of the URETHRA.
By BARNARD HOLT, F.R.C.S.,
Consulting Surgeon to the Westminster Hospital.

““ Mr. Holt's method of treatment of stricture of the
urethra by ‘immediate dilatation’ is so fully recognised
and practised by surgcons of the day, that his v.ork, in
which the resu'ts of his own mactice are recorded, can
need no recommendation.”’— Lasncet.

** This work will both spread Mr. Holt's already well-
earncd reputa-ion, and--what he will value far more--
will help to lessen human suffering and prolong human
life.”"—Ldin. Med. Journal.

London: J. & A. CuurcHitL, New Durlington Street.
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DR. ROBERT LIVEING ON SKIN DISEASES.
Second Edition, Enlarged, price ss.
A Handbook on Diseases of
the SKIN, with especial reference to Dia-
GNOSIS and TREATMENT.

By ROBERT LIVEING, M.A. & M.D. Cantab.,
F.R.C.P.London, Physician to the Department for
Diseases of the Skin at the Middlesex Hospital,
formerly Physician to Middlesex Hospital.

Fourth Edition, price 3s.

NOTES ON THE TKREATMENT OF
SKIN DISEASE.

London: Loncuans, Greex, & Co.

Just published, Second Edition, Enlarged. and chiefly
Re-written, with Coloured Plates, price 10s. 6d.
Dlseases of the Ear.
I’y GEORGE P. FIELD, M.R.C.S,,

Aural Surgeon to St. Mary's Hospital, and Lecturer on
Aural Surgery in the Medical School.

‘“Plain, shrewd, common.sense.”"—British Medical
Journal.

‘“This book is worthy to have reached a second
edition in a very short time, as it has done. It wiil be
found to he very practical and helptul to the student
and to the general practitioner.”—7%e Lancet.

‘“ The medical praciitioner will not often take up a
book on_a special subject the perusal of which will
afford him more pleasure and satisfaction.”—Medical
D'ress and Circnlar.,

“ Of all the smaller text books we have recently seen
this seems to us to contain the most...... The planis
novel and the book is good.”—Aledical Times and
Gazette.

““ Book of value for reference.”—American Journal
of Otology.

London: H. ReNsHAw, 356, Strand.

In a few days, Third Edition, much enlarged, with
47 Woodcuts, fcap. 8vo.

Manual of the Physical Dia-

GNOSIS of DISEASES of the HEART,

including the Use of the Sphygmograph and Cardio-

raph. By A. E. SANSOM, M.D., F.R.C.P.Lond.,

genior Physician to the North-Eastern Hospita! for

Children, Assistant-Physician to the London Hospital.
J. & A CHURCHILL, Ncw Burlington Street.

Now ready, Second Edition, Revised and Enlarged,
with Engravings, fcap. &vo, 7s. 6d.

The Student's Guide to the

DISEASES OF WOMEN. By A. L. GALA-
BIN, M.D., F.R.C.P., Assistant Obstetric Physician
and Joint-Lecturer on Obstetric Medicine, Guy's Hos-
pital; Examinerin Obstetric Medicine,Univ.Cambridge.

. & A. CrugcHiLL, New Buriington Street.

Now ready, Second Edition, Revised and Enlarged,
with Engravings, crown 8vo, 65.' N
Physmlogy and Hygiene of

the VOICE, with special reference to its Cul-
tivation and Pre-ervation. By GORDON HOLMES,
Physician to the Municipal Throat and Ear Infirmary.
J. & A. Cuurcnity, New Burlington Street.

Now ready, Second Eéi;ion, Revised and Enlarged,
fcap. 8vo, 3s. 6d. .
H arveian Lecturcson Syphilis.
By JAMES R. LANE, F.R.C. S.,Surgeonto St.
Mary's Hospital,ConsultingSurgeon tothe Lock Hospital
J. & A. Cuurrcrirr, New Burlington Street.

Now ready, with 8 Plates, 8vo, 2s.

ress: its Sanitary Aspect.
By BERNARD ROTH, F.R.C.S.
J. & A. Cuvrenirt, New Burlington Street.



