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Tue CHeEMICcAL LuNG.

Sir,—Having now brought the chemical lung, in its punkah form, to 2 practical
working, I should be glad to experiment with it in any hospital ward or other place
where the atmosphere is markedly impure. The machine, or punkabh, issix feet by
three; and I will, with pleasure, fix it, at my own expense, in any place in London
where it can be subjected to the most searching tests.—Obediently yours,

60, Boundary Road, South Hampstead, N.W. R. NeaLe, M.D.Lond.

THE TREATMENT OF SUNSTROKE WITH WARM BATHS.

Sir,—In your issue of December 18th, Dr. Maclean draws attention to the treatment
of sunstroke with hot baths, and invites those who have tried this method to give
the results of their experience.

I landed in India an orthodox believer in the absolute necessity of rapidly
attempting to reduce the body-temperature by cold baths; and in two forms of
sunstroke I am still of opinion, mainly on theoretic grounds, that the treatment is
the most effectual we possess. There is, however, a third form, and one that most
frequently comes under the notice of the medical officer in India—at all events,
while in civil employment—in which my experience has not only taught me to prefer
the tepid and warm baths (from go® to 98° Fahr.), but has led me to think that cold
baths proved rather injurious than otherwise. “This third form was robably the
disease, complicated with malarial fever, from which the Marquis o? Ripon has
lately recovered. The varieties of sunstroke to which, in my opinion, the cold bath
should be restricted are these.

The first is the sudden stroke from the direct effect of intense sun-heat combined
with great fatigue, and predisposed to, perhaps, by the use of stimulants. This
form is rapidly fatal; it most frequently occurs in young, vigorous, unacclimatised
men, whose internal organs are probably sound; and is attended with loss of con-
sciousness, pungent heat of skin, perhaps convulsions, and death from syncope,
owing either to stunning of the brain, or to paralysis of the conducting nerves and
their centres, brought about by a coagulation of the albuminous bodies in the
nerves, muscles, etc. Here the immediate and repeated use of the cold bath, with
the application of cold to the head, seems rational enough. I have seen but one
case of this kind; and death was of too rapid occurrence to allow any treatment
to be adopted with any chance of success. There were gost mortem signs of
cerebral congestion and effusion of blood. The lungs were considerably engorged.
The patient had an epileptic history.

The second form, in which the immersion of the body in cold water will reduce
the temperature so as_to permit the renewal of the suspended functional activity of
vital organs, is that kind of heat-asphyxia known to occur on board-ship in narrow
tropical seas, or ashore in the crowded barrack-room.

The third variety, and that in which my experience has led me to discard the cold
and adopt the tepid and warm bath, may be described as follows. It occurs most
freq ly g acclimatised district civilians—engineers, police, and medical
officers—men whose duties necessarily expose them at times to great and prolonged
heat, considerable fatizue, and a good deal of discomfort, while sojourning in tents
or travellers’ bungalows. They are probably tainted with malaria, and may have
occasionally suffered from attacks of congestion of the liver and dysentery. While
on a tour of this kind, the patient-elect begins to feel irritable, tired, and out of
sorts; he tries to look bright and pull himself together. After a day or two, the
heat of skin increases, and he ceases to perspire; there are headache and intolerance
of light; and when considerably done up, he returns home, and after a sleepless
night sends for the doctor. His face is now flushed ; there is intolerance of light
and sound ; perhaps delirium and muscular twitches; the skia is dry and burning ;
the temperature 106° or 107° Fahr., with exacerbations if complicated with fever.
The pupils are often contracted ; and there may be tenderness over the hepatic
region, with a yellow conjunctiva. _Patients suffering as described generally recover
if treated promptly. The disease is liable to recur, and a sojourn in Europe is ad-
visable, but not absolutely necessary.

The treatment which I have adopted in several cases of this affection, and to
which, were I a patient myself, I should wish to be subjected, is as follows: A
warm bath, to be repeated according to the judgment of the medical attendant;
cold to the head, in the form of irrigation if the patient will bear it ; and removal
to a cool dark room, with a punkah. A thermantidote would be a great advantage;
it is, however, necessarily restricted to public institutions, and I irave never seen
one in use in India. Aconite and belladonna, in from three to six minim doses,
should be given every two hours. This combination is invariably followed by free
perspiration, but a coincident reduction of the temperature does not always accom-
pany it. Still it is the best means of attaining that end, at the same time controll-
ing the meningeal disease. Bromide of potassium is an useful addition in some
cases; chloride of ammonium in others; and quinia if there be a malarial com-
plication. Quinia, unless in cases of ague, does not, I think, reduce the tempera-
ture of the body. Potash'water is the best beverage.—I have the honour to be, sir,
your obedient servant, D. H. CULLIMORE.

154, Connaught Square, W., Jan. 25th, 1881.

Hot FOMENTATIONS.

S1r,—The method of steaming flannels suggested to Dr. Neale is by no means new;
1 have advised and seen it done for many years. Even in the absence of a steamer,
the nurse need not ““scald her fingers” by wringing hot flannels if she will act thus.
Take them from the boiling water with a fork, drop them in a heap on a large towel
spread on the floor, fold the towel round them, let a person hold each end of the
folded towel and twist tightly in opposite directions. On taking out the flannels
they will be found full of steam, yet dry enough to prevent undue wetting of the
patient’s dress, and as hot as can be borne.—I am, etc., J. CRrROCKER.

DocToRs AND PRINCESSES.

Dr. WiLm, who married a Princess of Wiirtemberg last year, much to the annoy-
ance of her relatives, is said, according to a correspondent of the Globe to
have made her extremely happy. Having an extensive practice at Breslau,
where he is trying to obtain a_professorship of medicine at the University, he is
ably assisted by his accomplished wife in the care of his patients, many of whom,
too poor to procure the necessary remedies, are aided by the former Princess, am-
bitious of fulfilling her self-chosen duties. She has just been confined of a
daughter, whose baptism was the occasion of quite an ovation on the part of the
grateful people of Breslau. Madame Wilm is not the only German lady who
relinquished her princely title for the sake of a doctor ; for Madame Esmarch, the
wife of the famous surgical professor at Kiel, was also born in the purglq. She is
auat to the young Princess Victoria of Schleswig-Holstein, shortly to be united to
Prince Wilhelm of Prussia, heir to the Imperial throne of Germany..

Joun ETiQUueTTE.—What is meant by ‘“kidnapping” patients? and how does our
correspondent propose to establish an exclusive right to practise in a district by
establishing a *“branch practice”?

A CoRONER'S VERDICT.

SIR,—My attention has been called to your article in the JOURNAL of January 15th,
on the strange phenomenon of a *‘ coroner’s verdict” at Worcester. hile agreeing
with your remarks on this point, will you allow me to siggest, from long and pain-
ful experience, that there may be some mistake in the reporter’s account of the
inquest; for a coroner can have no more right to ‘“‘direct” a jury in_their verdict
upon the facts than any other judge has. I have never done so for thirty-five
years, and cannot imagine any coroner understanding his duty attempting such an
encroachment on the province of his jury. Dut there can be no doubt that the
police—acting under tﬁe orders of the coroner, who is ex officio a magistrate, and,

as Blackstone says, a *““principal conservator of the peace”—would be bound to
take a prisoner, under such circumstances, before_the justices; nor, I apprehend,
would the coroner be liable in an action for false imprisonment in giving such an
order for boni _fide reasons; for there is no doubt, also, that the coroner can, in the
face, even, of a verdict of not guilty, himself commit a prisoner for trial at the
assizes ; though, in that case, the grand jury would have to ‘‘find the bill”. In
the ordinary case, the coroner’s inquisition serves as an indictment, without the
intervention of the grand jury.

On one point I must strongly protest against your statement of the law. The
coroner has to inquire, in every case of sudden or violent death, not into the cause
i.e., medical ause% of death, as you put it, but whether the person died by the act
of God in a natural way, or by his own hand, or by external violence, and generally
““if any culpable”. You will see, therefore, that the inquiry before the coroner and

a sworn jury is much wider and more solemn than the so-called examination of a

prisoner before the justices. All the evidence adducible in the latter case must

necessarily be brought out before the coroner, and this whether or not any person
is accused before the jury or in custody of the police. The Road murder, and
many other cases I could cite, are illustrations of the great value of the coroner’s
inquest in this respect, and of the harm done by attempting unlawfully to set aside
or curtail any portion of ‘the coroner’s constitutional functions and authority.—I
am, sir, yours igithfully, EpwaArp Herrorp, H. M. Coroner, City of
Manchester.
INSTITUTIONS FOR INEBRIATES. .

Sir,—I should be thankful if any of your readers could inform me if there are any

institutions in London (or near) for the cure of inebriates, established under the

Habitual Drunkards Act of 18797 Any rules, regulations, fees,.etc., relating to

the same would greatly oblige, yours truly, SURGEON.

ERRATA.—In Mr. Vacher's letter in last week’s JOURNAL, page 217, columa 2, line
20, for *“ £28 105.” read “ 41 8s. 10d.”"; and in the last line of the letter for ¢ justi-
bus” read ‘‘ gustibus”. . .

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been received from :—

Mr. G. W. Steeves, Liverpool; Dr. G. Willis, Monmouth; Probe; Mr. John
Banks, London; Mr. J. Jervis, London; Pater Familias; Dr. C. E. Glascott,
Manchester ; Mr. F. H. Smith, Alcester; Dr. A. Collie, London ; Mr. Edward
Herford, Manchester; Dr. H. E. Crossby, Nice ; Mr. H. E. Spencer, York ; Mr.
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don; Dr. Murrell, London ; Dr. Duffey, Dublin; Dr. P. Lewis, Eastbourne;
Dr. A. W. W. Dowding, London ; Dr. T. Redwood, Rhymney; Mr. G. Eastes,
London; Our Edinburgh Correspondent; Our Dublin Correspondent; Dr. J.
Rogers, London ; Dr. Joseph Coats, Glasgow ; Mr. John Haycraft, Edinburgh ;
Mr. Priestley Smith, Birmingham ; Dr. G. W. Crowe, Worcester ; Our Glasgow
Correspondent ; Mr. C. E. Richmond, Warrington; Mr. H. Knowles, Leeds;
Mr. E. Scatchard, Tadcaster ; Indoctus ; Dr. D. H. Cullimore, London ; Senior;
Dr. J. Allan Gray, Leith; Dr. Heywood Smith, London ; Mr. C, Heath, Lon-
don ; Mr. J. Smith Turner, London; Dr. James Alexander, Paignton ; Dr. w.
Macewen, Glasgow : Circumspiciens; Mr. J. Hamilton Craigie, London; Mr.
F. Wallace, London{ Mr. S. W. Hope, Petworth ; Mr. B. Clarke, London ; Dr.
Saundby, Birmingham ; etc.
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On the Construction, Organisation, and General Arrangements of Hospitals for the
Insane. By Thomas S. Kirkbride, M.D., LL.D. Philadelphia and London:
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eral medicine and surgery."—ZLondon Medical Record,
October 1879.

London: H. K. Lewis, 136, Gower Street, W.C.

1ighly
them, and the unanimous verdict is : ** A long felt want
supplied at last.”

Sample Book of 100 Duplicates, post free, 1s.
SPECIAL TERMS FOR QUANTITIES.
Price List post free on application.

G. CARLYLE, 11, Waterloo Buildings, Hanover Street,
iva'pool.

Now ready, Second Edition, largely extended, with
48 Illustrations, price r2s. 6d.

Lectures on the Surgical Dis-

ORDERS of the URINARY ORGANS. By
REGINALD HARRISON, F.R.C.S., Surgeon to
the Liverpool Royal Infirmary.

London : CHURCHILL. Liverpool: HoLDEN,

Just publ\shed, price 6s. 6d.
Branthwante s Retrospect.

New Volume, from July to December, contain-
Abstracts of the most Practical Papers in all the
edlal Journals and Transactions of Medical Societies
for the last Six Months ; each Volume also contains a

Small Dictionary or Synopsn of Medical T'reatment.

London : Simpkin, MarsHaLL, & Co.
Edinburgh: OLiver & Bovp.
Dublin ; Hopges, Ficais, & Co.

Now ready, price 2s. %dE Second Edition, Improved

Pharmacopcma of the British

HOSPITAL for DISEASES of the SKIN,

with Nom on the Preparation and Uses of the For-

m a_ copious Index. Edited by BAL-

MANNO SQUIRI-. M.B., Surgeon to the Hospital.
J. & A. CuurcHiLL, New Burlington Street.

Crown 8vo, pp. xii.108, with 33 Figures, cloth, 3s. 6d.

ow to Use the Ophthalmo-
SCOPE: being Elementary Instruction in
Om"m.u.moscopv Arranged for the Use of Students.
y EDGAR A. BROW
Surgeon to 1he Liverpool Eye and Ear lnﬁrmary ete.
London: TrosNer & Co., Ludgate Hill,

Now ready, Illustrated by numerous Engravings
n wood, demy 8vo, 1

A Treatise on Diseases of the
JOINTS. By RICHARD BARWELL,

F.R. Cb Senior Surgeon and Lecturer on Surgery,
Charing "Crass Hospital. Second Edition, revised
and much enlarged.
MacumitLaN & Co., London.

Now ready, Ninth Edition, Revised and Enlarged,
with 3 Steel Phtes and 377 Wood Engraviugs,
vo, £Lu s, 6d.

(arpenter's lluman Physio-
LOGY. By HENRY POWER, M.B.Lond.,

F.R.C.S., Examiner in Anatomy and Ph)s'olo«y in the

Royal (.ollege of Surgeons; Senior Ophxhahmc Sur-

geon to St. Bartholomew's Hospital,

. & A. CHURCHILL, New Rurlington Street.

Now ready, 3rd Ldition, containie.g 6 Plates,royal 4to,12s.

iagrams of the Nerves of the

HUMAN BODY, exhibiing their Origin,

Divisions, and Counnexicns, with their Distribution te

the various Regions of the Cutaneous Surface, and tc
ali the Muscles. By Professor FLOWER, F.R.S.
J. & A. CHukchiLy, New Burington Street.

Now ready, 8vo., 16s.

Coulson on hiscases of the
BLADDER and FROSTATE _GLAND,
Sixth Editie .n, Revised and for the most part Re-written.
By WALTER J. COULSON, F.R.C.S., Surgeon to
St. Peter’s Hospital for Stone and other Diseases of the
Genuo-Unna?f Organs, and to the Lock Hospital.
HurcHiLl, New Burlington Street.
With 139 Wood Engravings, crown 8vo, 1ss.

oyle’'s Manual of Materia
MEDICA and THERAPEUTICS. Sixth
Edition. Rew:itten and Enlarged by JOHN HAR-
LEY, M.D., F.R.C.P., Physician to ~t. Thomas Hosp.
J. & A, CHURC uu.l.. New Burlington Street.
TFifth Edition, with numerous Engravings, 8vo, 18s.

Parkes Manual of Practical

HYGIFNE IN CIVIL AND MILITARY

LIFE. E itedby F.De CHAU'MONT,M.D,, F.R.S,,

Professor of Milit.ry Hygiene inthe \rmy Med. School.
J. & A. Cuukcxirr, New Burlington Street.




